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Have you thought >
about it )

XMAS will soon be here and you will
reqnire a few Novelties and Sweetmeats
for this festive season;

YOU ALSO REQUIRE
SATISFACTION.
Well, that is easily obtained by pur- -
chasing your requirements from

J.Holmes’

(Exors.)
who guarantee satisfaction, and can
supply you with a choice selection of

FANCY GOODS
and NOVELTIES

In addition to their large range of best
CHOCOLATES,

etc., ete., also the Delicious Confectionery

of their own manufacture still retains its

high reputation for QUALITY AND
ABSOLUTE PURITY.
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ADDRESSEg--

2, Salop Street,
Market Hall, Wolverhampton,

Market Hall, Bilston.

Manufactory—Fern Rd,, Wolverhampton
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J. W, DVANb,

QUEEN STREET.
TOBACCO, CIGARS, PIPES AND
POUCHES

For Christmas Presents.

DISGRUNTLED LIBERALS

FIGHT AGAINST LABOUR

BY THE PARTY

For the Labour candidates ....... 2,276
Apaingt a0 2,114
Labour Majority......... 162

There was much jubilation among the oppo-
nents of Labour on Saturday, November 1, when
the results of the election were made known and
it was found that Labour had only ‘*held their

own.”

Even some of our own friends were inclined to
be somewhat doleful, and went about shaking
their heads. *‘ Barker ought to have been in,”,

r “I thought Beck~might have pulled it off,”
were some of the plaintive utterances we heard.

And in answer to these we give the figurss
above. Although it would certainly have been
desirable that all our candidates had come out
on top, we venture to suggest that a little study
oi the above figures will give cause for reflection
t> those people who have said that Labour
stands no chance. What do these figures mean!?

In the first place, the conditions under which
the elections were fought ought to be taken into
consideration. The eutstanding feature was that
practically every fight Labour made was against
the combined forces of Liberalism and Toryism.

And here let us say at once that, whatever
people may think to the contrary, the Labour
Party do not complain of this—we are not
afraid of any combination, we prefer to fight our
own fights, we intend to fight just where we
think desirable, without consideration of who
holds the seat or who have held it; we shall not
rest content till Labour has adequale representa-
tion, and, combination or no combination, we
intend to go forward until that object is
achieved.

Therefore we are glad that the electors had the
opportunity of voting for Labour as against
Liberalism and Conservatism, for it has shown
that when the whole of the town is taken Labour
can more than hold its own.

Insidious and Underhanded.

There was no definite and open alliance be-
tween the opposing parties, we admit. It was
an insidious and underhanded’ game. And the
reason was because the Labour Party had the
temerity to oppose a leading Liberal in Dun-
stall Ward.

Howls of execration almost immediately arose,
and it was passed round the wards that Labour
was going to be smashed this time. Never before
had a party been so completely crushed as the
Labour Party were going to be.  * You have
killed your Parliamentary chances,”” remarked
one leading Liberal councillor to us, and the
Tories were rubbing their hands with glee at the
contretemps which had arisen.

Nothing daunted, the Labour Party went on
with their preparations. Councillor Sharrocks,
in St. Matthew's Ward, with Mr. C. Harper as
agent, had gathered round him a gallant body
of helpers, and right manfully they worked. This
was the ward where Labour was to have the
most appalling defeat.  Indeed, some of our
Liberal friends were working most assiduously
for the Conservative nominee, Mr. J. W. Paul-
ton—one of the strongest men they could put up.
They had not the common honesty to come out
openly. They did not work from committee
rooms, but the fiat had gone forth—Sharrocks
must. be got out of the way. The fact that Mr.
Sharrocks got the largest majority he ever had
must have been very unpalatable to these Liberal
lights.

St. George’s Ward, the other Labour victory,
was just as satisfactory. Mr. Hickins' splendid
work on the Council had made its impression.
The electors had appreciated the efforts of their
former Labour councillor, and they, knew they
could not do better than send along another to
fill his place. This ward was practically left
uncanvassed by both parties who fought—but
here again we happen to know that some of those
Liberal ¢ friends of Labour' were on the war-
path. Their efiorts were of no avail, however,
and the ward has now a splendid representative
in Councillor A. Bent. It is a healthy sign for
Labour to come out on top with a majority of
132 in a ward where the electors were practically
left to please themselves.

{Grajgeley Ward conjures up mixed feelings.

Seven! It is a small figure, vertainly, yet it

AND ARE BADLY BITTE

THEY BEFRIEND.

meant the difference between a good, sound
people’s representative and the representative of
privilege. Here again Labour was up against
the combination, possibly more than in any other
ward. The writer was told by many Liberal
electors that th®y would not vote for Mr. Barker
because of the Labour Party’s action in opposing
Mr. Henn in Dunstall. Mark this, dear reader;
it did not matter what the policy was. Because
Labour was perfectly honest; because they exer-
cised the perfect right of putting a candidate
where they were convinced it was necessary
other people in an entirely different ward were
prepared to vote for a candidate they didn't
want!  What' beautiful logic!  Well, they
have got their deserts.

Conundrums for Councillor George.

The fight in Graiseley was a straight fight
against capital. The Tories made the most cf
the fact that Mr. Barker stcod for Socialism.
“Vote for George and no Socialism’’ was their
battle cry. Mr. Barker was only too glad to
fight on this issue, but his opponents did not
even advance one argument why the electors
should vote against Socialism—they could not.
After the poll Councillor George thanked the
electgrs for the victory over Socialism. Seven!
Truly a magnificent victory for the Anti-Social-
ists. We give Mr. George the following conun-
drum : “If in one ward in the town there are
648 Socialists, and in four wards Labour can get

a majority of 182, where will his party be when

the whole town is fought?”” We will not ask
for an answer at once. The probabilities are
that he has not finished counting his own collosal
majority. When Councillor George has satis-
factorily answered that one he might feel in-
clined to this: *Who Mr.
George represent ? Does he represent the Liberals
who put him or does he represent those
Labour voters who unfortunately could not get
to the poll?”’ For even Mr. George will realise
that the Tories were in a minority. Not a very
pleasant reflection for a Tory councillor !

Dunstall Ward was a keen fight against the
strongest Liberal councillor in the town, and we
congratulate Mr. Beck on his splendid fight.
Though we admit that we know of Conservatives
who voted for Mr. Beck, yet in this ward the
rule was for Conservatives to support the sitting
member. Again we do not complain; it only
makes the Labour poll of 601 against the com-
bined vote of 723 all the more creditable. The
discreditable feature of this election was the
campaign of slander entered into by many sup-
porters of the Liberal candidate.  Another
feature which militated against the success of
Mr. Beck was the fact that many members «f
hizs own union were unable to get to the poll
on account of being on duty. The thing which
is proved is that it will not be long before Mr.
Beck is representing Dunstall Ward on the Town
Council.

answer does

in,

The Liberals’ Reward.
We have pointed out how the Liberals have
attempted to kill Labour. To do it they allied
themselves with the Tories.  They have had

their reward. The Conservatives have ex-
pressed their thanks to their new-found
friends by robbing them of one of their

most cherished possessions—Blakenhall.  While
the Liberals were expending their energies on be-
half of the Tories by fighting Labour, the Con-
servatives were quietly repaying them in a
manner they leist expected. @ 'We hope the
Liberal Party are satisfied. They have lost one
seat as the resnlt of their tactics. -

We thank all those who so valiantly rallied
round Labour’s banner. We are disappointed,
certainly, because two sterling men are not
representing the workers on the Council, but we
are not dismayed. On the contrary, we view the
result with intense satisfaction. It is a good
augury for the success of Labour in the wider
area of national politics. The work of Labour
in Wolverhampton has not been in vain. We
are encouraged to go on. It is a proof that
Wolverhampton is ready for Labour representa-
tion, and we shall be prepared, be the time now,
next year, or the year after, to win such a vic-
tory for Labour as shall leave no doubt as to
what the people really want,

i BR.M,

!long terms,

S.M. Co. SHIRTS

for WINTER WEAR.

Trade Union Labour.

Loompeg Shirts - : 3/11
Flanpeg Shirts . s g1t
Woolpeg Shirts - - 5/11

Ask to see our Double-Back Shirts
4/6, 5/6 and 6/6.

44 VICTORIA ST.

Between Skinner St. and Salop St

WORKING MEN

as well as the people they work for, require,

and enjoy, Good Food and Good Clothing, etc.,

but they require something more than this—

They want to know if these are pure, full weight,
and unadulterated goods.

That they are grown and produced under ideal
Trade Union conditions. '

That after being produced they are handled by
Trade Unionists before they reach them.
And if they are of the advanced right-thinking
type, they want their fair share of all the profits
in all the handlings.

JUST THINK'!

what source of supply can guarantee all this?

The one and only reply is

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY

The advanced worker knows it.

Bring up the rank and file then, and join the
Co-operative Society that gives this splendid
guarantee.

4d.

down admits to membership and
immediate benefits.

CENTRAL STORES—

STAFFORD STREET.

Branches at NEWHAMPTON ROAD,
OWEN ROAD, DUDLEY ROAD,
STAFFORD ROAD, and WILLENHALL.

THE

BEST TEA

IS

BARRINGTON'S

The Cream is CONSIDERED the best

CREAM EMULSION

is the best
For Coughs, Colds, etc.
TRY A_‘__BO'I‘TLE. 10id.

LOWE, LLTD.

2, Bilston Road, 42, Dudley Road,
106, John Street.

Advertise in the ‘ Wolverhampton Worker."”
Free circulation, 17,000 monthly. Read by ali
classes. Estimates given for large space and
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CHANGING CONDITIONS.

A Survey of Old and New Methods
in Industrial Disputes.

By A. BODEN.

A survey of the history of the commen people
of our country shows that every extension of
liberty, and every reform gained, has been pre-
ceded by a period of oppression, which has
resulted in an upheaval against the powers of the
time.

It has only been when the people have been
driven to something near desperation that they

‘have at last broken forth in the rude might

that is theirs. Faced then with the rising
clamour of the consciously wronged, the forces
of gilded privilege and idle possession have
retreated one or two steps.

It would seem that a certain amount of
pressure for a certain length of time must be
applied to our working classes to generate steam
for revolt.

There has also been apparent that feature
after a position has been gained, the workers
have rested on their oars, to again wait for an
accumulation of tyranny before forward action
was entered upon.

One result of this method of social improve-
ment is that reforms are largely dealt with in
a spirit of panic, during a time of general ex-
citement and anxiety. It is not to be wondered
at that reforms of this kind bear rude marks
of their hurried and hasty workmanship, and,
when tried, fail to satisfy both givers and re-
ceivers.

It would be a great advance to our nation
and to the world at large if we introduced a
method of reason and intelligence in our social
system. If we calmly surveyed our world, and
the forces within it, we may have seen the pos-
sible happenings of the future, and so ordered
our steps to meet the new conditions arising.

But it has ever been our method to wait until
the urgency is upon us, then hurriedly draft
laws and regulations to change customs and
habits to meet a new situation that may easily
have been foreseen and as easily prepared for.

Our Trade Union movement affords no con-
tradiction to this theory. Its blankness of
despair following the Taff Vale decision showed
that a new circumstance arising caught the
Trade Unions without a single theory of defence.
Yet after-reflection shows that just such a
decision may have been definitely calculated upon
when read in the light of preceding events.
This was only another case where the Unions
had waited until the evil was upon them before
they realised that evil was possible.

Against this rule of thumb procedure, we ask
that Trade Unionists should take a wide survey
of what is happening in our world, and endeavour
to forecast what the future holds. If by these
means they see any tendeucies to action in a
given manner by their enemies, their steady
attention now, devoted to the apparent point
of attack, will well repay when the day of
action arises.

The Failure of Sectionalism.

To-day we find our Trade Union world like
a half-wakened man, just realising that local
and sectional strikes are really useless and
entirely ineffective. This decision has not been
arrived at as a result of careful study and
logical analysis. It has come by force of ex-
perience. By dint of hammering it in through
defeat after defeat, the worker has been com-
pelled on the stricken field of battle to re-model
his defence.

Out of his losses there has emerged the pain-
fully acquired knowledge that sectionalism is
not only dead, but that it is also damned. You
will observe the master-class have taught him
this.

National action, then, has been forced upon
the workers, and everywhere we see the new
method being eagerly welcomed. Not only do
we find the various trades preparing for general
measures of activity, but varying trades are
talking of united action. The Miners’ Con-
ference of this year have been asked to consider
a scheme for linking up the interests of Miners,
Transport Workers, and Dockers.

Thus we find the worker steadily learning his
new lesson, and there are not wanting signs of
his impatient desire to use that knowledge.

But how much quiet thought and careful
reasoning has been used as to what may be
expected from the newer method. ’

“We can’t win in the old way,” “ We must
strike nationally to win,” one hears said fre-
quently. Quite so, but will the new style of
fighting affect the nature of the struggle? Will
it bring any other forces into play?

Quite a short time ago we had a national
miners’ strike. Then we had a national railway
strike. In both these cases we see two of our
fundamental industries brought to a standstill.
In turn, they entirely dislocated the whole in-
dastry of the country.

In effect, the miners and the railwaymen said
to the community that they were in a dispute
with their employers as to work and wages.
Trade Unionism would deal with that question.
The public itself was treated as an industrial
chessboard on which the workers in two trades

stant attention. And that public numbered 44
million people, whilst the disputants numbered
only one million.

Whatever the merits of a dispute may be, we
must recognise that the wants and wishes of
44 ~illions of people are greater than those of
one million.

It was so in each of these disputes, and we
found the 44 millions of people promptly appeal-
ing to the central controlling force of the country,
namely, Parliament, to intervene in the interests
of the larger number.

The Government in each case did so, and ‘n
a bewildering way Trade Unionists saw a purely
Trade Union fight taken clean out of their hands,
and removed into the political world for final
settlement.

Here, then, you see a new factor brought into
play.

The close organisation of employers has forced
you out of sectionalism into national action, if
you were to exist at all. The very success of
your national action has forced you into the
world of politics as Trade Unions.

Was this contemplated or foreseen? If not,
I ask you, can it not now be clearly seen that
the larger action of the future, involving the
whole nation, means forcing your questions out
of the purely Trade Union world, again and
again into the world of the politicians? What
steps have been taken by the worker to prepare
for this event?

In the House of Commons we find 40 men to
represent the interests of Labour. When, by
your very success as a Trade Union, you find
your case sent for trial to that House, you find

and compel attention to the reasonable demands
they made. The duty of the Association
was to scrutinise every Act of Parliament, every
Bill that was brought before the House which
touched the interests of employers.”

The following resolution was moved and car-
ried unanimously.

““That this meeting of employers in Liverpool,
convinced of the necessity of a centralised
organisation of employers to safeguard their
irterests in industrial legislation, hereby pledges
itself to support the Employers’ Parliamentary
Agsociation and to assist in the extension of the
movement whenever possible.”

The Moral.

There you have the employers already federated
in the industrial world, now bringing into exist-
ence an Employers’ Federation in the political
world, in readiness for the next item of industrial
legislation, which means your legislation. This
Association already numbers nearly 200 Members
of Parliament.

And your votes put them there.

Do you see! No mention made of Liberal or
Tery. Just employers’ interests, that’s all.

They have seen the signs of the times. They
believe political union is goed, while keeping up
the old Liberal and Tory blinkers to deceive the
workers.

If it is good for them, is it not good for you.
And this game is entirely yours. It’s your votes
that cantrol here.

As your future Trade Union method of fighting
will take your question into the House of
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One side of Court No. 2, Brook Street, described on Page & by Our Special Commissioner.

One house is occupied; the other three, it is stated, are to be **put into order.”

An amazing

story is told of the house minus door and window.
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that the same Trade Unionists have sent 182
employers of labour to sit.on the jury. Lawyers,
ex-officers, professional men, landowners, etc.,
go to make up the number.

Of course, you struck work as a Trade Unionist
and you voted as a——, well, shall we leave
it there?

You have never connected your interests as a
worker with your interests as a voter:

But what of the other side—the employers’
side? Have they estimated the probable results
of the new way of fighting? Have they cal-
culated that it may mean developments in a new
direction? You kmow them to be keen, clear-
headed, hard-thinking men of business. You
would expect them to carefully cast up all the
chances of the future.

The Capitalists’ Way.

And they, at least, consider that their ques-
tions will tend to pess rapidly into the House

of Commons, and they are not waiting until the |

evil is upon them. Already they are strengthen-

ling their forces at the point which they see

the attack will come.

Before me, as I write, I have a report of a
meeting held at Liverpool on July 14th of this
year. The report is headed :

Emaployers’ Parliamentary Association.

There were present representatives of all the
leading trades of the city, including colliery
owners, engineers, shipowners, wire-rope manu-
facturers, rice millers, chemical factors, etc., etc.

Sir Chas. W. Macara, a prominent Liberal, by
the way, addressed the assembly, and in the
course of his remarks said, ‘‘ He held that the
employers of the United Kingdom should be so
well organised that they could act together when-
ever necessary.’’

Mr. W. P. Rylands (president of the Iron and
Steel Wire Manufacturers’ Association) said,
“, . . there was only one thing for the em-
ployers to do, and that was to combine together

as one great force whose power could not be |

Commons you are called upon by your own
actions to support your Trade Unionism by your
vote.

The man who does not support his Union is
a blackleg. The man who does not vote as a
Trade Unionist is a political blackleg.

He may delude himself with the name of
Liberal or Tory. His masters are under no such
delusion. They work and vote for Capital.

Plain duty and commonsense call on the
worker to work and vote for Labour.

_————ae——————

EACH IN OWN TONGUE.

A fire, a mist, and a planet,

A crystal and a cell,
A jelly-fish and a saurian,

And caves where the cave-men dwell,
Then a sense of law and beauty,

And a face turned from the clod—
Some call it Evolution,

And others call it God.

A haze on the far horizon,
The infinite tender sky,
The ripe rich tints of the cornfields,
And the wild geese sailing high;
And all over upland and lowland,
The charm of the golden rod;
Some of us call it Nature,
And others call it God.

Like tides on a crescent sea-beach,
When the moon is new and thin,
Into our hearts high -yearnings
Come swelling and surging in,
Cor-e from the mystic ocean,
Whose rim no foot has trod;
Some of us call it longing,
And others call it God.

A picket frozen on duty,
A mother starved for her brood;
Socrates drinking the hemlock,
And Jesus on the Rood;
And millions who, humble and nameless,
The straight, hard pathway trod;
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2 THE WORKING WOMAN
IN POLITICS.

By MARION PHILLIPS, D.Sec.
(General Secretary, Women's Labour League).

SHEEBEBOIEH

1I.—POLITICS AND THE HOME.
BOOEBPBPPBLDOLDDHOLVDOH

The real wrong that women are doing to the
community to-day is in staying at home and nok
taking part in political*affairs.

Every law passed by Parliament to-day.affects
women, either for good or ill, and it is a
gross injustice to exclude them from political
affairs. Women do the great work of making
homes. Think how their work is hampered by
bad houses, low wages, and insecurity of life,
which is the common lot of the mass of the
people. 'What woman can make a home in one
room? Yet some hundreds of thousands of
women have to do it. What woman can keep
a house clean when she must walk a quarter of
a mile to get water from a pump, as a poor
woman in the country sometimes must, or when
she must go up and down four flights of stairs
to draw- it, as many in the district where I live
have to do.

What woman can keep a family healthy and
contented when the weekly wage will not buy
them enough to stave off hunger? And for how
many of the workers’ wives is there enough
money to do that? What woman can protect
and cherish her children when there is unemploy-
ment, or when widowhood comes upon her, or
when her husband is ill or injured? Yet think
of the number of men—nearly 5,000 a year—who
are killed by accidents at work, to say nothing
of those who die early because of the unhealthi-
ness of their employment.

Here are just a few instances of the ways in
which women are prevented to-day from doing
their work as home makers. There are so many
more which come to mind, but those must wait
for another time.

Let us examine a little some of those above.
Take housing. Why have we such bad houses
for the great mass of the people to-day?

At the root of all the causes are our present
laws as to private property in land. These allow
the people who happen to be so lucky as to own
land to charge anyone who wants to live on it a
ground rent just for the use of the land. The
ground rent thus charged grows bigger and
bigger as the town grows larger and there are
more demands for houses, etc. But the landlord
just sits tight, and when the time for which he
has let the land ends he is able to become the
owner of the house as well without having done
anything except let the land on which it was
built. Sometimes a landlord refuses to let his
land for house building at all, and refuses fo
build houses himself—arnd thus many a workman
must leave his work or go many a mile to and
fro every day. Part of the rent which women
pay every week for their homes goes in ground
rent and the rest in rent for the house itself.
The owner of the house builds as cheaply as he
can, does as few repairs as he can, and if possible
gets on the local Council and sees that the sani-
tary anthorities are not too careful in making
landlords like himself keep their houses in good
order !

Women will never have good houses until the
land laws are altered so that instead of land
belonging to individuals it shall belong to the
whole people, i.e., the nation, and so that it may
be used for the good of the people instead of as
a means of making a living without doing any-
thing for it. And, further, women must see that
the local Council manages its business well, and
that if private landlords are unable to build
healthy houses, then that the Council does it
instead. A good house is the very basis of a
healthy community, and the more home-loving a
woman is the more she must help to get the land
for the peaple, and the houses for the people too.

But men cannot make good houses without the
advice of women. They do not know, as women
do, what the work of a home is, and so they
d~ not know how to arrange the rooms and make
them convenient, and to save the woman’s labour
in keeping them clean and pleasant. =~ Women
have to think out these questions of housing for
themselves, and get to know how the building
laws should be framed and what kind of houses
should be built. They cannot do these things
unless they come out and talk them over with
their friends and attend meetings for discussing
them, and it is no use their doing this unless
also they try to get the right people into power
so that their ideas may be carried out.

If men would only realise how much happier
life would be for them if the house was well
built and well planned, and how much it would
mean to have a wife at home who was not over-
worked, who did not have to spend her days in a
crowded-up, stuffy room and was able to keep
things clean without constant worry, if they
would realise just what that would mean in
‘making their wives younger and jollier and less
anxious companions, then they would see to it
that they had their help in politics. I think that
they would insist on the wives going to meetings
and joining organisations, and would even stay aé
home and mind the babies while they did it!

Labour politics aim at better homes, and
wraman muet. talka nart bacanzes thev know what
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TEHEIESELREDEBRBBEBHEDE
ON BEING *‘LEVEL-HEADED.”

& By *J. A. T.”
SEBBBVIIPEIEHODRRBEIIRY

Some years ago two men were conversing
together when the one observed that he had
never suffered from headache in his life. *“ That,’
replied the other, ‘“is one of the advantages of
being mallet-headed.””

And, really, one is somewhat reluctantly
forced to the conclusion that men do actually
progress through various stages, ranging from
the very prevalent malady known as *‘ swelled-
head ’—which, happily, is generally confined ta
our youthful days—to what has become known
locally during the recent municipal elections as
the ‘“level-headed ** stage.

Obviously, this constitutes the very acme of
intelligence. Far be it from me to decry these
self-styled, level-headed gentlemen, or to be-
little in the slightest degree the victory which,
doubtless, they will justly claim as a result of
their level-headedness.  But does it not seem
strange that in Graiseley Ward, despite all
the efforts of these level headed individuals,
there should have been 600 voters who were
courageous enough, or sensible enough, or suffi-
ciently gullible, or, if our level-headed friends
prefer the term, were so unlevel-headed as to
support the Socialist candidate?

Candidly speaking, Labour polled remarkably
well, and not least by any means has the in.
fluence of the WorkER contributed to this de-
sired end. Take the figures in the aggregate,
for example, in the four wards contested by
Labour men, and although only two of the four
Labour candidates were successful, still the sig-
nificant fact remains that Lahour polled 2,275
votes against 2,114 cast in favour of the Liberal,
Conservative, and Independent candidates.

One of the successful candidates expressed his
thankg to his supporters in assisting him “to
obtain a victory over Socialism.’* Victory, for.
sooth! and with the overwhelming majority of
seven votes. What the result would have been
had the Labour candidate been ag well equipped
with vehicles as his Conservative opponent one
cannot tell.

One noticeable feature of the campaign was
the antipathy to Socialism. Why this aversion
to Socialism?  Are the workers living undes
such ideal conditions that there is no room for
improvement ?

A few months ago the only child of wealthy
parents was ordered by the medical man to have
a change of air. Without the slightest delay
a furnished house was taken for several weeks
at the neavest seaside resort, and the family, in-
cluding the maids, were speedily transferred
there. Now one cannot say a single word
against the efforts which were made in order
that the little chap should recuperate. But one
cannot help but wonder whether, under similar
citcumstances, the level-headed men who were
tumbling over one another's heels in their eager-
ness to secure the return of their capitalist
friends would be in a position to send their little
ones—the joy and sunshine of their homes—
away to the seaside for a few days, much less a
few weeks. X

The competitive system is no doubt very good
indeed for the man who is making his pile, but
not quite so good for the man who is narrowed
down to a bare existence,

Cannot they sce the difference between com-
petition, with its unequal distribution of wealth,
and co-operation, with its motto, ““Each for all,
and all for each > ?

Cannot they see that every vote cast in sup-
port of capitalism is a vote against their own in-
terests? Do they mnot understand that every
concession forced from their capitalist friends,
forced oftentimes at the point of starvation, is
quietly filched back in some other form?

Level-headed, indeed ! When the workers are
really level-headed they will gee to, it that
Labour is adequately represented not only at
Westminster, but upon all our public bedies, and
that there is equality of opportunity alike for
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peer or peasant’s son, and that it is impossible.

for one man to loH back in a £400 or £500 motor-
car whilst his more unfortunate brethren eke out
a miserable existence on £1 a week, alternating
between full tine, short time, or the workhouse
t) relieve the monotony,

DUBLIN STRIKE
An Appeal. Urgent.

The Women's Labour League will be glad
to receive gifts of cast-off clothing for the

Men, Women, and
Children
of Dublin.

Parcels may be taken to the Labour
Assembly Rooms, Queen Square ; or a post.
card addressed to Mrs, Dideridge, 163;
Park Street South, when any gifts will be
called fon,

L.RC. NOTES.

November 1 has come and gone, and where
are we!  Four municipal fights: two of our
candidates returned to the Council and two not.
Yet it is in the latter two instances that our
real victories were achieved. We missed a seat
on the Town Council for Graiseley Ward by eight
votes; and yet there were more than twenty
times that number of our own supporters who
did not take the trouble to record their votes.
Why was it? Simply because of apathy on the
part of the voters, each thinking his vote did
not matter, and on the other hand an insufficient
number of workers to assist the candidate on
the day of the election.

Why Dunstall Ward was not easily won is
inexplicable. A railwayman in a railwaymen’s
ward. A man who has worked side by side with
his fellows, done yeoman service for his Trade
Union, and taken an active part in all their
movements is thrown aside for a man whose chief
claim is that for a number of years he has been
on the Council and scarcely been heard of—but
he is a Liberal, and it was his party who sent

the soldiers out in August, 1911, at the time of
the railway strike.

In St. Matthew’s Ward our good friend
Sharrocks won handsomely, thanks to a large
extent to the Workers’ Union, who have mnot
forgotten who were their true friends in the time
of their strupgles.

The Bt. George’s Ward contest was unique.

A Labour seat was attacked by a candidate
nominated by the Friendly Societies Council.
It was rather a singular thing that on the first
occasion they put a candidate forward it should
be against Labour, especially seeing the Labour
and Trade Uvion movements are presumed to
be closely allied to the Friendly Societies. The
position, if it were not so serious, would have
heen “farcical, and it is largely owing to this
there was such a small poll, supporters an bouh
sides resenting the position and abstaining from
voting. The actual results of the contests were :

Graiseley Ward.—George (Con.), 655; Barker
{Lab.), 648.

Dunstall. —Henn (Lib.), 723; Beck (Lab.), 601.

St. Matthew’s.—Sharrocks (Lab.), 583; Paul-
ton (Con.), 424. :

St. George's.—Bent 444;
(Friendly Societies), 312,

In three of the wards the Liberals and Tories
formed a not very secret alliance in their on-
deavours to crush out ‘““Labour,” and it was
openly stated before the elections that all the
Labour candidates would be wiped out, so sure
were they that their coalition would be successful.
In Dunstall we had Liberal councillors exharting
the electors to support their nominee, as they
were the friends (7) of Labour and worked side
by side with Labour, whilst at the same time,
in St. Matthew’s Ward, at least one Liberal
councillor was working against Labour and sup-
porting the Tory.

It would seem they had forgotten their differ-
ences, if ever they had any, and combined against
the working classes, and it is becoming more
apparent than ever that, at any rate as far as
municipal affairs are concerned, there is no
dividing line between the two older parties, whose
game it is to get the workers to label themselves
Liberals or Tories, and whilst divided against
themselves the workers are kept in subjection
and exploited. There is no doubt that with the
recent industrial struggles and the large influx
into the various Trade Unions, Labour in this
town has a glorious future. The seed has and is
being sown, and it only requires husbanding for
a rich harvest to be gathered.

We recognise we have great odds against us
—wealth, patronage, and chicanery—hut if the
workers will only realise the mnecessity of each
doing his share our task will be casy.

We .invite all to come along and lf'end-’.‘r what
assistance they can. is work for all.

. 4 Rik C.W.H.

(Lab.), Smith

: A bedroom in what was describeda us the ** best house ia ihs Lesom Yard.”
seen that newspapers have to be affixed to the wall to protect clothing.
that there is barely room to ‘movs.

WOMEN AS CHANCELLORS OF
* THE EXCHEQUER.

There is no more pressing need for women to
take an interest in politics than the fact that if
it is men who, as a rule, earn the money, it 13
the women who have to make it “do.”” Thus
for women, even more than men, is the question
of a living wage a question of urgent ‘mpartance
Day by day, year in and year out, the wife and
mother in the working class home fights her
battle against low wages and high prices. Few
indeed evenhave a holiday from their fears and
worries.  Sunday, the man’s holiday, is often
the wife’s chief working day. She may get up
later—but she is busy enough when once she
sets to business.  For Sunday is the house-
keeper’s crown and glory—marred for the wife
by the thought of the lean days to follow. Sleep-
ing and waking, she has always more or less
before her mind the problem of making both ends
meet.

It is a harder task than Mr. Lloyd George’s
—he knows what is to be spent, but he can also
exact the amount by fresh taxation. The woman
does not, realise yet that she can also—if she has
political power. And because she does mot see,
she is helpless and finds no way out of her
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It wui be
It will be noticed

The two beds are closs to either wall.
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poverty. Mr. Lloyd George is taxing her all the
time. There are the taxes on the food of the
people—tex, t:irants, and so on, He keeps them
on—in spite of ail promises to get us a free
breakfast table, and in spite of the efforts of the
Labour Party to take them off for us. The women
must help in that battle—the victory in which
would help so greatly their home exchequer.

But there is more than the food taxes in ques-
tion. We find Parliament to-day constantly taking
part in questions which affect wages. This Par.
liament dealt with wages of underpaid women
in chainmaking, tailoring, cardboard box-
making, and lace-making by establishing Trade
Boards to fix minimum rates. Then came the
railway strike, and Parliament intervened :o
establish Conciliation Boards to fix rates and
conditions. Later there was the miners’ strike,
and again Parliament dealt with the matter and
set up a machinery of Wages Boards. And
during the present year the confectionery, hollow-
ware. and shirtmaking trades have been brought
under the Trade Boards Acts and in time mini-
mum rates will be fixed for them also.

Now the Labour Party in Parliament strove
t~ get a minimum of 5s. for men and 2s. for
boys per day for all miners, bnt failed. They
tried again to get first 25s. a week, then 21s. a
week, for railway men. They failed again. They
will succeed when they are strong enough to beat
both Liberals and Tories, who on such questiona
combine ageinst them !

If then women—as Chancellors of the Ex-
chaquer at home—want to see some of their
anxieties lightened. and to have an income which
grows greater. and to be able to buy more for
their monev, they must organise politically and
beat: the cld parties. Even without votes they
can do much to affect public opinion and stir up
the men. and thn more they take part the sooner
they will gef tha votes which are needed before
they cap exercise their fnll power to throw off
their worst economic burdens.

Women must not delay.

They must he up
and doing, saving the children, and making life
happiness for all.

ALP
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YOUR BURDENS.

By ROBERT HUNTER.
TEEPPBVLPBVIPVDODR DD

The burdens the poor bear are many.

As one of the Apostles says of the sayings of
Jesus, if they were all written the world itself
could not contain that book.

And the greatest burden borne by Labour is
the burden of wealth, and this is most strange of
all,

How can wealth be a burden, you ask?

Men work to produce wealth in order to ease
their burdens. They feel that if they work hard
enough they can lift their burdens.

" And so how splendidly men labour through the
days of youth when the hot blood courses in the
veins !

And how hopefully men labour through the
days of early married life, when all is young and
beautiful !

And they labour with might and main to lift
their burden so as to leave old age free from
want and care.

Think of the millions of fine lads this yeas
taking their places in the ranks of labour.

Think of them with all their vigour, strength,
and enthusiasm starting forth on the road of lifs
confident that they can brush away all obstacles,
lift every burden, and finally conquer.

But the greatest burden they must bear, and
they know it not, is the burden of the very
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| wealth they produce.

In the old days men produced for themselves,

' and what they made they largely consumed.

To-day a large portion of what men prodnes
is turned into capital for further exploiting me
and the more men labour and toil the lj~ran
capital grows, and the more men struggle s
heavier becomes the indebtedness of labour to
capital.

When by their united labours they have pro-
duced a billion dollars for John Rockefeller their
labour is only begun.

It stands over them like a mortgage, and every
year up to the end of this system they must pro-
duce interest and profit on that billion dollars.

Rackefeller will not spend his billion, dollar
by dollar, he will keep it so long as possibla
for himself .and his children and his great grand-
children.

For that billion is what is called capital, and
that billion says to the workers in all the world,
“Come unto me all you that are weary and
heavy laden. You owe me tribute. Pay me!
Make haste, you generations of toilers ! Pay me
tribute, 10 per cent., 20 per cent., 30 per cent.,
year by year.”

And the bigger that wealth grows the heavier
is the burden it lays on labour. Tt forces Iabone
to greater and greater tasks and to ever more
and more exertion to pay its demands.

When labour has produced the one hundred
and sixteen billions of wealth in the United
States for instance, its work has Just begun.

It has produced only a part of this wealth to
use as food, clothing, and shelter, and the rest
of this vast sum it has given to its masters to
use as a tool upon which to exploit labour.

And upon this wealth labour must pay in-
terest, rent, and profit.

Labour cannot escape. The demands of capi-
tal are as inexorable as a prison sentence.

And so labour tugs and lifts and sweats to
pay that interest, rent, and profit, which ever
increases the volume of wealth.

And as billion is added to billion, labour lays
or itself and its children a heavier and heavier
bioeden of toil.

And the preacher, the lawyer, and the pro-
fessor are silent. And the rulers and politicians
are dumb.! They watch labour bearing this ever-
growing burden—but they are dumb. They seek
the secret of all things but this.

And Labour labours, and can’t think. Tt is
too hurried and heavy laden and weary to think.

And so labonr tugs away at its bootstraps,
ever dreaming and ever hoping that one day the
burden will 1ift itself.
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ENOUGH SAID.

WOLVERHAMPTON

SCHOOL OF COMMERCE
Waterloo Road. Tel. 114,
Privorran: 8. CARTER, B.Se.

Special Day and Evening Training
Courses for Sherthand Typists.

Btudents are individually prepared for BANK, RATIL-
MAY, CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS, CHARTERED
INSTITUTE OF SECRETARIES, POST OFFICE,
SOCIETY OF ARTS, U.E.L, and other examinations,

Btudents may begin a course of lessons at any {ime,
Moderate Fees.  All particulars Free.

GO TO—

BARNETT & MOORE'S,

THE CENTRAL,

4, BROAD STREET, |
FOR—

- Felt Bats, Caps, Reckwear,
- Bosiery, ¢i¢.,

AUTUMN AND WINTER €00DS
NOW IN GTOGK.

4, BROAD STREET,

3 Doors from Princes Square,

For the best Variety of

SWEETS AND FANCY GOODS

For CHrIisTMAS Go To

G. J. PARSONS’ Sweet Stores,

41, Princess Street, 27, Worcester Street,
2, Colemsn Strect, and 29, Stafford Strest,

I have the largest sclection of Fancyj Chocolate
Bozxes in Town,

A. NICHOLLS. 237, Dunstall Rd.,
Grocer & General Dealer.

SOLLINGSWORTH'S ' AUSAGES AND PUDDINGS

Your patronage respectfully so’icited,

THE
Wolverhampton Worker.

Literary matter intended for publication should
be addressed to The Editor, WOLVERHAMP-
TON WORKER, 35 Queen Square, Wolver-
hampton. Correspondents should write on one
side of the paper only, and in ink.

Inquiries as to advertisements should be
addressed to the Advertising Manager, at the
office of this paper.
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THE STRUGGLE IN DUBLIN.

The Pharaoh of Dublin still main.
tains the hardness of heart that has been
displayed by him from the very begin-
ning of the great labour dispute which,
for over three months past, has held that
city in its grip. It will be remembered
that the trouble began through the leader
of the employers, Mr. William Martin
Murphy, calling upon his workmen to
surrender their membership in the Irish
Transport Workers’ Union, the alterna-
tive being dismissal. The men refused
to ““bow the knee,”’ were locked out,
and one of the biggest labour disputes of
the present century was thus precipi-
tated.  The Dublin workers rallied to
their locked-out comrades, and have
valiantly maintained the fight with the
aid of their fellow trade unionists in
Great  Britain.  Mainly through the
help of The Daily Citizen,. over £64,000
has' been subscribed, and many ship-
loads of food have been sent to Dublin for
the locked-out workers from the vast
stores at the. headquarters of the
Co-operative ~ Wholesale Society, at
Manchester. Fhis substantial help con-
tinues to flow in greater volume week by
week, and has shaken the ground
occupied by Mr. Murphy and his fellow-
magnates. But although their position
as prohibitors of trade unions is utterly
untenable, and they have long since been
beaten in argument, they continue to
hold out in the hope that the stream of
financial assistance from the trade
unions will ultimately dry up, and that
| they will then be able to hoaat thair wn .

are confident that shameful hope will be
defeated, and that the mutual aid ren-
dered by the other trade unions will
increase rather than diminish. Probably
Mr. Murphy has caleulated that certain
personal differences amongst a few of
the prominent Labour leaders, whose
unions are directly concerned with the
dispute in question, would lead to dis-
ruption and the break-up ‘of the united
resistance with which he has had to con-
tend; but that calculation, like many
others made by him, is being falsified,
and the predominant note in all the
proposals and suggestions for considera-
tion at the special Trade Union Con-
gress which is to be held in London on
the 9th instant, is: that the whole
matter must be kept above any personal
considerations, and that the British
Labour Movement as a whole will give
greater and still more united assistance
to the workers of Dublin. The right to
combine in any trade union the workers
think fit to adopt must be maintained
at all costs,

TORY ANARCHISM.

Mr. J. L. Garvin, who does most of the
thinking for the Tory Party, is now calling
upon them to take anarchistic action to
prevent the final passing of the Home
Rule Bill. He suggests that the Party
in the House of Commons should
make Parliamentary Government impos-
sible by shouting down their opponents
hour by hour, day by day, and week by
week (in the best *“ Lord Hughligan *’
manner) and that their friends in the
country should promote disaffection in
and secession from, the Territorial Forces.
Of course enthusiastic encouragement is
given to the seditious action of Sir Edward
Carson and his ** army *’ in Ulster, and a
general policy of Anarchism and Nihilism
is advocated for approval and adoption by
the Tory Party, which, as we all know,
was never tired of preaching the doctrine
of ““law and order "’ in the palmy days
of its power under the late Lord Salis-
bury. There is no likelihood of the Brit-
ish public placing confidence in people
who favour a policy such as that advo-
cated by Mr. Garvin, and the position is
not without its moral to some of the more
extreme friends of Labour who expect
the Trade Unions and the Labour Party
to adopt a line of action similar to that
suggested by this Tory journalist. Any-
one possessing any knowledge of political
and social affairs must recognise that a
policy of violence and disorder is bound
to create a reaction against those who
promote it, and that the only sure road
to progress lies in the direction of com-
plete organisation and the establishment
of sound principles. So far as Labour
is concerned, real progress is being
achieved more rapidly than at any period
in the history of the movement, as evi-
denced by the many successes recently
attained by the Trade Unions in the in-
dustrial field, and by the Labour Party
in the sphere of Local Government.

- THE RAILWAY ENQUIRY.

The appointment of a Royal Commis-
sion to inquire into the Railway ques-
tion is one of the steps towards the mak-
ing of the history of the twentieth cen-
tury. The broad purpose of the inquiry
is to investigate the relationship between
the Railways, the Community, and the
State, and it has been made clear by the
chairman, Lord Loreburn, that nation-
alisation will be fully considered. It is
undeniable that all classes of the com-
munity, especially the trading, manu-
facturing and travelling public (to Bay
nothing of the railway workers), are
greatly dissatisfied with the existing rail-
way system, and it is recognised on every
hand that the new policy of combination
and trustification adopted by the railway
companies in 1907, has accentuated the
grievances of the users of the railways,
and increased the intensity of the unrest
amongst all grades of railways workers.
The only effective alternative to a con-
tinuance of the combine system under the
secret control of the Railway Companies’
Association is that the State should take
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success in Belgium, Switzerland, Ger-
many, and several other countries. The
first witness to appear before the Com-
mission was a representative of the Board
of Trade, who, although evidently re-
luctant to say anything that might be re-
garded as detrimental to the position of
the railway magnates, admitted that the
existing system failed to give satisfaction,
and that the main causes of dissatis-
faction amongst the traders were the in-
crease of rates, reduction of faecilities, and
an alteration of treatment due to the
cessation of competition, He further ad-
mitted that an ordinary trader who was
not a rich man had no practically effective
method within his resources of controlling
the charges made upon him by the com-
panies, and that it would be a risky step
for him to attempt to have these charges
tested at law. All increased charges are
passed on to the consumer, and the public
is being compelled to seek a better form
of railway organisation and administra-
tion. The question will undoubtedly be
a leading one at the next General
Election, :

SPARKLETS.

From T'he Daily Citizen.

The Daily Mail asks: ““Is there no Labour
Leader with intelligence enough to foresee the
crisis towards which British industrialism is
drifting and with courage and authority enough
to forestall it?’*

Not the intelligence and courage are lacking,
but the authority is. It will come when the
workers have the intelligence and courage to
return a Labm;: majority to Parliament.

* *

“ Many women,” says the Daily Mail, *“ were
warmly wrapped in fur coats, and nearly all
wore fur stoles and carried muffs,”

No, this was not in Dublin, but at Newmarket.

#* * #*

“Many Englishmen and Scotsmen need the
substantial English breakfast,”” writes a cor-
respondent in the Daily Mail.

8o do a good many Irish men and women in
Dublin just now.

* * *

““ Liberal statesmen often err in their estimate
of the elector’s intelligence,” says the Daily
Grophic.

The Tory method of crediting him with no
intelligence at all is certainly simpler.

* *

“Is Railway Bafety too expensive?”’ asks
the Daily Mail in a flutter.

As long as only railway workers were im-
perilled, nobody troubled.

* * *

'The Manchester Guardian thinks that the time
of Parliament is ‘“an asset”’ of value.

An asset it may be, but some Parliamentarians
have a good deal of lie-ability.

#* * *

‘“The farmers do not want anything better
than the existing system of landlord and tenant,””
asserts the Morning Post.

Their only complaint, in fact, is that their
rents are too low.

3k ES ¥*

“ Betting was occasionally a method by which
they could arrive at the truth,” said Lord New-
ton on the evil of gambling.

The truth that not all ““dead certs” are
winners.

* * *

The Daily Mail speaks reproachfully of * the
incursion into State affairs of vast half-educated
masses, greedy for the comforts of life, and
frankly materialistic in their aims and views.”

Our contemporary is plainly guilty of biting
the hand that feeds it. .
; * w* *

“ How can a policy of armed coercion,” asks
the Morning Post, ““ be justified on Liberal prin-
ciples? ”’ 3

Why not have asked this
of the recent strikes?

Qe * * * 3

A Scottish judge was pelted with ‘apples by
sufiragettes on Wednesday.

Since the Fall man has always been throwing
the apple in the face of woman. At last she.

has retaliated.
* * E 3

A Daily Mail correspondent says it is possible .
to **pull along comfortably in a good infantry
regiment on £250 per annum allowance,” =

A good many who are not in good infantry
regiments have to manage on a bit less; but,

question during some

of course, they have to push instead of pull.

* * *
“ Revolution by Bacteria,” is a heading in the
Morning Post. g
The insurgent spirit has spread to the lowliest
o7ganisms,
3* * *

“ What Trade Union,” asks the Daily Tele-

| graph, 'mid sobs and tears of the larcest size
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JOTTINGS.

Six days shalt thou labour—
And do time and a quarter on the seventh,
and incidentally do another man out of a job.

We hear there is general satisfaction among
those men who have recently been sacked at a
large motor car works at the satisfactory balance
of £93,000 profit, which has placed the share-
holders in an excellent mood.

An Englishman’s home is his castle.
A beautiful dream if it was’nt for the monke;
on’t.

Furnish on the Hire System : £20 worth at
Bs. a month; pay £5, then fall in arrears. Then
the firm will fetch it back, touch it up, diddle
another couple, and—‘* Our’s is a Happy Home.”

We have just been reading of mangel wurzels
displiyed on some political platforms.

We are informed on good authority that there
is no need for more donkeys at present.

Mr. H. Staveley-Hill, M.P., speaking recently
in reference to the minimum wage, said *‘ that ar
appeal would be made to the lower passions of
the agricultural labourers.”

If their paseion is any lower than the paltry
wages they receive, Well—!

No doubt Mr. A. Bird, M.P. will be glad to
know that Labour felk can win prizes at Conser-
vative whist drives.

Perhaps, too, the Conservatives might practice
what they preach, i.e., buy home made goods,
not foreign clocks, ete.

We see the member for the West has again
disbursed his quarter’s salary for Parliamentary

_services.

There is nothing like a correct estimation of
one’s own value.

When the Black Country workers struck for a
wage of 23s., our fellow-workers were on strike
in South Africa for better conditions. Thr
Government sent the troops—the South Staf-
fordshire Regiment—who shot a large numbe:
of strikers.

Delicious irony! Their services were mis
placed ; they would have been much more useful
nearer home.

““ Music hath charms to soothe the savage
breast.”

We have heard a lot of gramophones, and
they did not soothe us.

During the luncheon interval at Bloomsbury
County Court a workman marched to the
Registrar and demanded a situation under the
British Government,

““ A working man out of work has a right to
demand work, and be paid for it, and seeing
that the Government can find officials, insur-
ance collectors, and M.P.'s good jobs, surely
the worker can be suited.”

This is not mine, but I get it from the Mid-
land Evening News.

By the way, local Aldermen, Councillors, and
ex-Mayors are quite excited.

They may ¢ in“our Imaginary Conversations
next. '

‘““By the sweat of thy brow. shalt thou earn
thy daily bread.” : : Aitha

At the rates of pay for the workers, that is
all they get generally.

How to relieve the rates : :
1st. Buy the Gasworks and devote the profits

" to the workers and the rates.

2nd. Take over the * Sunbeam.””
really a handsome sum.

£93,000 is

What did the residents of Newhampton-road
say when the trams disturbed their slumbers at
2 am. Friday after the Conservative whist
drive? . ; ,

By the way, why can’t the people who paid
for them have them—in civilised hours?

Colonel Hickman, speaking recenily on
Ulsteritis, said ‘I am myself only too proud to
be called a rebel amongst them.”

That is what Jim Larkin went to gaol for,
while ¥. E. Smith, Carson & Co. go free. = Still,
“Many are called, but few are chosen,”
especially to do time.

By the way, when yon are called on to defend
your homeland, see to it that you have more
than you have pinched in an ordinary tree-pot.

Hail England, the land of the free!
Free to starve when you have no work.
Because we produced more than we need, 42

men died of starvation in London last year.

2 . C. Verg.

LOCAL

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

By **THE CHIEL.”

A chiel’s amang ye takin’ notes,
An’, faith, he'll prent ’em.

Sir Richard Paget must have considerably upset
the orthodox politicians assembled at the ban-
quet in honour of the retiring Mayor on Novem-
ber 12th, when he criticised the Houses of Par-
liament. He certainly gave 1t Liberal and Tory
impartially, and there was no pandering to one
shade of political opinion more than another. Sir
Richard drew attention to the evils of the
Cabinet system, and to the decay of free speech
in the Commons under the party system. ‘The
habit of thinking for themselves,” he said, * had
become almost obsolete among members of Par-
liament.”” And he was quite right. No matter
what a member of Parliament may think on a
guestion he has to sink individual opinion for the
sake of his party. Sir Richard Paget could not
have uttered a more cloquent backing to the
Labour Party’s view of these matters if he had
sct himself to do so. The two representatives
present—Mr. A. Bird and Mr. G. R. Thorne—
made feeble attempts to defend the institution.
There is, of course, nothing much the matter with
the national assembly. ““As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world with-
out end.”’ So they think.

More Dodging.

1 welcome the efforts being made to open up
a portion of the Dunstall Park estate for town
planning purposes. It is certainly time some-
thing was done to cpen up that end of the town.
But I cannot understand why it is not proposed
> put, the Town Planning Act into force. Alder-
qan Bantock said it was hoped to do the work
)y private agreement, and so save the cost of
sutting the Act into operation. The saving
aould be £500. What I want to know is, why
i:n't they want to put the Town Planning Act
into operation? It certainly will have to come
some time, and as far as I can see there is no
advantage to be gained by delay. Is it merely
v question of saving £5007
Why Not?

Three years ago a very estimable local lady was
lefeated in a municipal election by 6 votes. She
wvas recompensed by being co-opted a member of
ihe Education Committee. This year Mr.
Frederic Barker has been defeated by 7 in the
same ward, and many of us are looking for a
repetition. The reward has not come yet. Is
it because the difference of one is a disqualifica-
tion? Or is it because he’s a Labour man?

The Rev. J. Davison Brown and the Drink
Question.

I was much interested to see a motice in the
*resg the other week to the effect that the Rev.
I Davison Brown intended to reply to the
riticisms of the Worker in regard to his utter-
inces on the drink traffie. 1t will be remembered
‘hat the rev. gentleman had made the statement
that £1,000 per day was spent in drink
in Wolverhampton. The Worker asked for
oroof, in the absence of which, it contended, the
statement constituted a gross libel. The rev,
rentleman disappointed his hearers by not putting
forth facts. He merely played with the question
by talking about the Labour Party’s statements
regarding housing. I might point out that the
Labour Party can prove their statements. The
Worker merely suggested that if Mr. Brown
had not sufficient proof he should not give utter-
ance to such remarks. He has not supplied
that proof. I should like to add that, so far from
the WorKER being antagonistic to the rev. gentle-
man on the drink question, we heartily
sympathise with any effort made to bring about a
more temperate community. But we object to
exaggeration in any shape or form as being likely
to injure the town we are trying to improve. 1if
drinking is so appalling as Mr. Brown suggests,
let him give the facts.

Mr. John Hodge, M.P.

Mr. Hodge’s meecting in the Empire Theatre
was a great success. - There was a large and
appreciative audience, Mr. Weaver being in the
chair. Mpr. Frederic Barker had a good recep-
tion when he rose to move the resolution demand-
ing Mr. J. Larkin’s release. - Mr. Bent seconded,
and was also well received, and there made the
statement for which he has since been criticised.
Mr. Hodge’s address was well reasoned, and his
sidelights on committee work in the House of
Commens must have surprised some of the
audience. -Mr. Hodge made a great impression,
and there is no doubt that Mr. Walkden's pros-
pects have benefited accordingly.

The !' Fiery Cross.”

A correspondent. writes me as follows :—“ No
doubt many of your readers have wondered as to
the exact meaning of Mr. Larkin when he used
the term ** Fiery Cross’’ in connection with his
mission to England.  The following, which I
cull froy Bir Walter Scott’s “Lady of the
Lake,” 1_.&y be of interest, as it throws some
light on the subject :—

When a chieftain designed to summon his
clan upon any sudden or important emergency
he slew a goat, and making a cross of any light
wood, seared its extremeties in the fire and
extinguished them in the blocd of the animal.
This was called the Fiery Cross, also Creau
Tarigh, or Cross of Shame, because disobedi-
ence to what the symbol implied inferred
infamy. It was delivered to a swift and trusty
messenger who ran full speed with it to tha

—DBuourxs.

next hamlet, where he presented it to the
principal person with a single word implying
the place of rendezvous. He who received the
symbol was bound to send it forward with
equal dispatch to the next village, and thus it
passed with incredible celerity through all
the district which owed allegiance to the chief,
and also among his allies and neighbours if the
danger was common to them. At the sight of
the Fiery Cross every man from sixteen years
old to sixty capable of bearing arms and
accoutrements was obliged instantly to repair
to the place of rendezvous. :

He who failed to appear suffered the
extremeties of fire and sword, which were
emblematically denounced to the disobedient
by the bloody and'burnt marks upon the war-
like signal.

** When I was Young.”

T cull the following from the Midland Evening
News of November 10th :—Judge Howard
Smith, during the
summons at the Wolverhampton County Court
to-day, was very much surprised to learn that as
much as ninepence was paid for getting in a
load of coals. ‘Why,’ said His Honour, ‘ when
I was younger I could get in thirty or forty loads
of coal in a day.”” T will leave it to my carter
friends and others who may be interested. I
have often had terrible suspicions that the man
who gets my coal in was a millionaire in disguise ;
that his torn clothes, pinched face, and hacking
cough were only part of an effective make-up.
Now I know the dread truth.

Trade Unionists and Co-operation.

I was much interested in the remarks of Mr.
Fellows at the Trades’ Council meeting.  Mr.
Fellows pointed out to Trade Unionists. the
advantages of being connected with the Co-opera-
tive Society. Everyone ought to be fully in
sympathy with the objects of co-operation. By
being connected they are assured that all the
commodities they purchase are produced under
strict Trade Union conditions, that all employed,
directly or indirectly, by the Society are receiv-
ing the wages and are employed under the condi
tions of labour as laid down by the various
Trade Unions. In addition members of the
Society participate in the profits of the concern
by means of the gquarterly dividends on their
purchases. 1t is the easiest thing in the world
to become a member of the society, and only
irvolves the initial outlay of 4d. A postcard to
the - secretary of the Co-operative Society,
Stafford-stveet, will bring all information.

The Floral Féte.

I received, too late for publication last month,
a copy of the annual report and balance sheet of
the Wolverhampton floral féte. Congratulations
are due to the energetic secretary, Councillor R.
F. Amphlett, and his committee on the excellent
work they are doing, and on the fact that the last
floral féte was the second best on record. I am
sorry that space will not allow me to give the
report and balance sheet in full, but the follow-
ing extracts from the report will be interesting :
““ As a result of the last floral féte, a balance of
profit exceeding £450 was made; the amount of
income in hand. including interest on the reserve
fund, being a sum well over £500. The year
1913 was the second hkest on record, and consider-
ing the amount of money which is now spent on
the féte, it may, I think, fajrly be called the
most successful year in the history of the féte.
No less sum than £3,100 was spent in prize money
and other attractions, so that a profit of £450
may be taken as a very gratifying result. How-
ever, from a perusal of the statements of account
during the last few years, it i3 manifest that the
féte has now taken an upward turn, and is in-
creasing in popularity year by year. Active steps
are being taken for special railway facilities from
the neighbouring districts to be granted to us,
which should have the effect of very materially
increasing the attendance in future years. Pre-
parations have already begun for next year’s
show, and it has been felt by the committee that
still greater attractions should be added to the
programme, and arrangemenis have been made
for a visit of tha famous Grenadier Guards Band.
In addition, it has been thought that improve-
ment should be made in the class of artistes en-
gaged for the stage performances. To thig end
already three very important engagements have
been made for high class Contirental artistes, the
like of which have not previously been seen in
Wolverhampton,  Active steps are also bein
taken to secure a great atiraction for the gran
stand, which will probably necessitate the grand
stand being enlarged in order to give intending

spectators an opportunity cof witnessing the per- |’

formances. The new schedule is about to be
drawn up and new classes to be intrcduced, so
that the fleral exhibition is certain to maintain
the very high position which it zlready heclds in
the world cf horticulture.”’

—_— e ——

Dr. Woods Hutchinson, lecturing at Holborn,
said that scientists * were coming te the con-
clusion that the way to produce the largest
number cf men of genius, ability, and character
was to raise the general level of whelesomeness
and comfort.”’ ¢

To put it more shortly, coming to the view of
the Labour Party.

hearing of a judgment |

TRADES COUNCIL TOPICS.

New Societies—Congratulations—One for
Alderman Lewis—Co-operation—
Insurance Agents and the Act—
Armaments—Corporation Contracts.

Since the last Council Notes appeared several
new societies have sought information with
a view to affiliation; and No. 2 Branch of
the National Union of Railwaymen, the London
and Provinecial Union of Coachmakers, and the
National Union of Mechanics and Electrical
Workers have signified their intention of joining.
Another large Union have the matter before
their Executive, and should they decide to join
practically every society in the town will then
be affiliated.

* ¥* *
Great satisfaction has been expressed among
members of the Council and other Trade

Unionists at the selection of Mr. J. Whittaker,
J.P., as the successor to Mr. Geo. Lawley (who
has resigned) as the Trades Council’s representa-
tive on the 'Education Authority. Another
choice that has met with entire approval is that
of Mr. Weaver (of the Railway Clerks’ Associa-
tion) to sit with Mr. T. Jones, J.P., on the West
Midlands Advisory Committee of the Labour
Exchanges.
* * *

At the meeting last week hearty congratula-
tions were extended to Mr. W. Sharrocks and
Mr. Bent on their succesful fight in the muni-
cipal contests.  Councillor Sharrocks is well
known and appreciated for his efforts in the past
on behalf of the bottom-dog, and it is felt that
he will have a caphble and efficient lieutenant
in the person of the railway guard.

* * *

Indignation and surprise was felt at the un-
sportsmanlike and ungenerous attack which was
made on Mr. Bent on his initial appearance in
the Council Chamber, but there is little doubt
that the newly-elected member of the Council
will fully justify the good credentials which
accompanied him. An incisive and well-merited
retort was made by the secretary of the Council
(Mr. H. Bagley) to the attack on Mr. Bent at
the Town Council meeting. Some of them,
said Mr. Bagley, envied Councillor Bent’s entry
to the Council Chamber, and his opportunity of
resenting some remarks by Alderman Price
Lewis. A lot of them knew what fair fighting
and hitting below the belt were, and they did

not desire any curtain lectures as to the methods -

of fair fighting from Alderman Lewis. In his
opinion Alderman Lewis made an unsportsman-
like and unexpected attack on Councillor Bent
on his first appearance at a Council meeting.
Talk about fair fighting!  Why, Councillor
Bent had not got his guard up, but now that he
knew with what he had to contend he might be
safely left to deal with any attacks in future.
With regard to the high-falutin’ remarks of
the chairman of the Health Committee, he said
if only Alderman Berrington would deviate
from the primrose path of the Penn-road and
his own door, he (Alderman Berrington) would
hesitate to say that Wolverhampton, from the
standpoint of slums, was better than other large
towns. In this respect, as they knew, Wolver-
hampton was bad enough, and if Councillor
Bent’s remarks had done nothing else they would
probably help to forward the time when slums
would be abolished.—Mr. E. Woolley, after a
reference to the *‘ funny little villas ™ in Mon-
more Green, said Councillor Bent was ““a second
Jim Larkin.’’ He had opened his mouth at
the first opportunity, and he (Mr. Woolley) had
been told that the railwaymen’s representative
said more in one day than some members of the
Council had said in twelve months.

x * *

Another matter that deserves the heartiest
and most careful consideration of the working-
class movement was that raised by Mr. H. N.
Fellows, who in a most forcible and convincin
manner moved the following resolution : &

“That ‘the Wolverhampton Trades and
Labour Council, recognising. that Co-operative
Societies are democratic institutions, owned
and controlled by the working classes, strongly
urges all Trade Unionists to associate them-
selves more actively with the local society.'

The many
movement were placed before the delegates and
the request made that they would reiterate it
at their branch meetings. In this latter wish
the E.C. of the Trades Council would like to
join.

* ¥* L3

A resolution passed at the meeting was to the
effect :

““That this Trades Council, realising the
menace to social progress and working-class
welfare involved in war, and the terrible
suffering, sacrifice of life, and the waste of
material resources which it involves, expresses
itself against the growing burden of arma-
ments and protests against the action of the
Government for increasing the national ex-
penditure for naval and military services.”

* # H

Considerable interest will attach to the resolu-
tion tabled at the October meeting by the Typo-
graphical delegates when it comes up at the
Town Council, as
members replied during the election time entirely
in its favour. A test will shortly be forth-
coming, as a Labour councillor will shortly
move :

““ That the time has arrived when the Cor-
poration should insert in the Contracts Clause
a condition to the effect that all work done
under the said contract shall be done entirely
by Trade Union labour.”

However, we shall see what is the outcome.
5. Cy

advantages of the Co-operative-

several very prominent
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SOCIALIST SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

A PAPER DELIVERED BEFORE THE

WOLVEREAMPTON SOCIALIST SOCIETY,

How strange that the Socialist Sunday school
movement should be non-existent in the Mid-
lands! And yet what an important part of the
Socialist movement ! Many adult Socialists centre
all their thought and energy on' trying to con-
vert the Libera! or Tory to Socialism—mainly
people whose idezs have become fossilised and
who find it very lifficult to throw off the old
and adopt the new.

Why not commence with the child?  The
Jesuit priest knew the value of this policy when
he said, ‘* Give me the child until he is seven
years of age, and you may do what you like with
him afterwards,”” The enemy (the Capitalists)
also know the value of getting the children, for
although the orthodox Sunday schools are sup-
posed to be non-political, yet it is there where
children are taught to reverence their (so-called)

betters, and, as a Socialist poet once aptly put
it, to:

‘‘ Be content, be content,
Till your weary life is spent,
Lowly live and lowly die,
All for mansions in the sky,
Castles here are much too rare,
All may have them in the air.”

The objects of the Sacialist Sunday School
movement are to train children to think and
reason for themselves, so that when they grow to
manhood and womanhood they will be Socialists.
This does not mean that we should teach the
tiny tots economics as set forth by Karl hrarx.
Most of the Socialist Sunday Schools in Great
Britain have adopted the class system, as it is
impossible to interest and instruct the younger
with the older scholars. Of course, some schools
arz not as fortunate as others, and have not
accommodation for more than two or three
classes, but, where possible, the more the classes,
the better for’ the teacher and children.

The subjects taught vary a little to suit local
conditions, but the following is an average
syllabus for a Socialist Sunday School.

Class I. (Age 5 and under).—Bricks, Plasticine,
Drawing, and Mat-weaving. By the use of these
materials we teach some of the elementary
principles of Socialism. Building with the bricks
and making things with plasticine teaches the
value of combination. The drawing and mat-
weaving teach a love of order and beauty.

Class II. (5 to 7).—Short, Simple Stories,
Historical and others. Plasticine.

Class IL. (7 to 9).—Books on History, and
Nature Study. Stories of Exploration.

Class IV. (9 to 11).—School Tales, Tales of
Heroic Deeds and Adventure.

Class V. (11 to 13).—Elementary Science,
Mutnal Aid, School Tales.

Class VI. (13 to 15).—Biography, History,
Bcience.

Junior Adult Class (15 to 19).—Evolution,
Sociology, History, Fresent Day Society, and
Socialism,

The activities of the Socialist Sunday Schools
are many and varied. They have (1) children's
choirs, who give concerts to help the financial
gide; (2) sections of the Young Socialist Citizen
Corps whose motto is “The Children of all Lands
shall Unite for Peace’; (3) gymnast.and swim-
ming clubs; (4) sewing and elocution classes and
others. The schools crganise rambles and sum-
mer outings and concerts and “at homes” for
Wwinter evenings. : i

The Young Socialist is the magazine of the
Socialist Sunday Schools. It costs but a penny
per month, and contains articles of interest about
the schools, stories, music notes, etc.

The following are the Socialist Ten Command-
ments used in most Socialist Sunday Schools,
and committed to memory by the children.

Love your school-fellows, who will be your
fellow-worleers in life. :

Love learning, which is the food of the mind;
be as grateful to your teachers as to your
parents.

Make every day holy by goecd and useful
deeds and kindly actions.

Honour good men, be courteous to all men, bow
down to none.

Do not hate or speak evil of anyone; do not
be revengeful, but stand up for your rights and
resist oppression.

Do not be cowardly. Be a friend to the weak,
end love justice.

Remember that all the good things of the earth
are produced by labour. Whoever enjoys them
without working for them is stealing the bread
of the werkers.
¢ Observe and think in order to discover the
truth.

Do not believe what is contrary to reason, and
never deceive yourself or others.

Do not think that he who loves his own country
raust hate and despise other nations; or wish for
war, which is a remnant of barbarism.

Look forward to the day when all men will be
free citizens of one fatherland and live together
as brothers in peace and righteousness.

Though the foregoing is but a poor attempt at
an essiy, yet I hope it may arouse a little interest
in a very important phase of Socialist activity.—
One who is anxious to see in the moar fartsra -

WHERE IT COMES FROM.

AN ANSWER TO

“Where is the money to come from?!” is a
question often asked by the opponents of
nationalisation, and many people are often led
away because they have not given the guestion
proper thought.

The Financial Editor of the Daily Citizen in
an able article on October 25 deals fully with
the question as follows :—

“ The announcement that the Government have
appointed a Commission to report on the
relationship of the railway companies and the
State, excluding conditions of employment and
safety of working, will scarcely cause surprise.
For some time dissatisfaction bas been brewing.
In the summer, when the directors acted with
t~"  customary disregard for everyone outside

-ard room by refusing to give proprietors
essential figures of the six months working, it
was argued in this column that they had raised a
storm which would not be easily allayed. If

AN OFT-REPEATED INQUIRY.

rate of interest, and the stock can be bought and
sold in the usual way on the Stock Exchange.

Exchange of Stock.

*‘ Manifestly, if and when the railways are
transferred to the State, payment will be effected
by the exchange of Government stock for rail-
way stock bearing interest at fixed rates. The
possibility of raising £1,000,000,000 of Consols
to pay off the railway shareholders is not to be
thought of outside Bedlam. There will be a
market for Government railway stock, as there
is a market for Indian railway stock or Consols,
but while it will be an obligation on the State
to meet the interest, the stock would be a first
charge on profits, just as the debentures are now.
We have previously directed attention to the
fact that in the working of railways there are
three conflicting interests—the public, the pro-
prietors, and the employees. The elimination of
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The staircase described in our Housing article.

Qur Special cmi(;ner describes them as

dilapidated and dangerous. The photograph inily justifies the statement.
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there is now a searching investigation iuto the
unbusiness-like ways of railway directors they
have only themselves to thank, for they, by their
blunders, set the few remaining ‘faithful
sections ' of the community against them.

Means of Nationalisation.

*“ It is assumed that the chief point in the in-
quiry will be the advisability ‘of nationalisation.
We will not here consider that question on its
merits; that, presumably, is the duty of the
Commission.  But already it is said that the
nationalisation of railways would, by reason of
the huge sums involved, unsettle the money
market. Nationalisation need not, and prob-
ably would not, necessitate the raising of a single
penny. The fact that the cost is estimated at
about £1,000,000,000 shows conclusively that
direct payment is not the way in which the
operation would be carried through. We have
had two purchases within recent times by the
State, or under the mgis of the State, to help us.
The most recent was the purchase of the
National Telephone Company. In the case of
the Telephone Company the proprietors were
paid off by the Government issuing Exchequer
bonds, which the company resold and paid out
in cash. But the amount was only
£12,000,000, so that it was possible to do this
conveniently.

““The other is the purchase of the London
Dock Companies by the newly-constituted Port
of London Authority. In that case the pro-
prietors were bought out by receiving in ex- |
change A and B Stock of the Authority on cer-
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the proprietors would still leave the other two
not necessarily conflicting interests. But there
is more than one way of successfully carrying
out such a scheme, and much depends on
whether the change is to be made in the interests
of the public or of the employees. The fact that
the Port of London Authority is a public body
did not prevent a dock strike. The Authority had
rights, and Parliamentary pressure was un-
availing.

A Railway Ministry.

‘“ The constitution of a railway ministry would
be the solution. Railway ministries exist in
France, Belgium, and Italy, where the State
owns the railways. The exchange of scrip for
scrip- would, indeed, be an easy matter. The
fixing of the rate at which such scrip should be
exchanged would be a very different affair. What
would the proprietors of Chatham Ordinary get?
This stock has not had a dividend for years. Tt
depends on the purchase price, but it is con-
ceivable that on some lines the proprietors would
welcome a change.”

A SONG OF HOPE. -

And a tzle shall be told of a country,
Of a land in the midst of the sea,
And the people shall call it England,

In the days that are to be.
There nore than one in a thousand,
In the days that are yet to come,
Shall have some hope of the morrow,

Rrma anr indha amalamd Lo
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IMAGINARY CONVERSATIONS. 3

By Our TELEPHONE OPERATOR.
IV.—ALDERMAN PRICE LEWIS.

WoLverEAMPTON WoRKER : Hello. Exchange!

Excrance : Hello/

W. W.: Put me on Alderman Price Lewis,
please.

Ald. P. L. : Hello, who's there?

W. W. : The Labour monthly, THE WoRKER.

Ald. P. L.: Ah! Yes! very interesting.

W. W. : What about your attack on the new
Labour councillor?

Ald. P. L. : Ah, well! T really, I er
W. W. : Now look here, Mr. Lewis, we think
you made a most unjustifiable attack on Mr. -
Bent, and seeing you consider yourself as good
as any Labour man we most strongly object to

the way in which you attacked him.

Ald. P. L.: Why? How do you make that
out ?

W. W.: Well, first and foremost, you know
that a new member in a fresh place feels the new
position keenly, and to attack him in the way
you have done is hitting below the belt.

Ald. P. L. : T did not mean it personally.

W. W.: Granted, but look here, Councillor
Dickinson said there were 500 houses at present
inhabited that were not fit for people to live in.

Ald. P. L. : Yes! Yes!

&W. W. : Well, if that is so, they cannot be fit
for pigs to live in.

Ald. P. L. : How do you make that out?

W. W. : Because the law says pigstyes have to
be kept in a certain state of cleanliness, but there
is no standard for human habitations, and some
of these haven’t been cleaned for years.

Ald, P. L. : Well!

W. W. : Then Councillor Bent was quite right.

Ald. P. L. : I—er—don’t know, why didn’t he
give names.

W. W.: For obvious reasons, and publicity
will be given in due course.

Ald. P. L. : That's all right.

W. W.: You say “but if there’s insanitary
dwellings it was a disgrace to the owners, and
especially when such property belonged to
representative men.”

Ald. P. L. : Well, what’s wrong with that?

W. W.: You say if there’s insanitary pro-
perty, we say there is, the late Mayor says there
is, the medical officer says there is, and you
know there is.

Ald. P. L. (excitedly) : Steady, sir; don’t be
rash.

W. W.: T'm not rash, but I believe since you
have become a part property owner you have
become blinded to what is and is not a proper
dwelling place, and have simply joined the
throng of landlords whose one parrot cry is *“ My
proputty, proputty, proputty !

Ald. P. L. : Sir!

W. W. : Yes, sir; we, too, are determined that
as long as there is one insanitary dwelling in our
town we shall agitate for its destruction, and our
men will voice the claims of Labour without any
regard to property owners, and there will be a
time when their voice will be heard without inter-
ruption, and they will not rest till our town is a
model town, when a Horseley Fields and Mon-
more Green shall no longer be possible.

Ald. P. L. : Ah, you want to travel too fast.

W. W. : Never mind about travelling tco fast;
those gibes ill-become one who peces as a
democrat. We are out to smash the slums, and
we will have them removed. They are an eye- -
sore, they are breeders of disease, they destroy
the children and blight manhood; they have got
to go and— :

Ald. P. L. : Wolverhampton is no worse than
other towns.

W.W. : That’s a poor excuse. We are going
to make it better than other towns by ceasing to
send Liberal and Tory property owners who pro-
tect their old property.

Ald. P. L. : Ha! Ha! :

W. W. : Remember the workers have only one
enemy to fight, and that is Landlordism, and as
yon are a property owner, you, too, shall take
vour stand, and the people shall decide. And
there shall be no brow beating inside the Council
Chambers, and you will get the reward your ill-
conceived action deserves. Iling off, please.
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ST. PATRICK'S REUNION.

One of the most popular reunions of the year is
that organised in connection with St. Patrick’s
Church, Wolverhampton. Many friends have
Leen wondering what would become of it this
vear, on account of the sale of the Agricultural
Hall, but we are glad to be able to announce that
the Grand Theatre has-been secured for Mon-
day, December 15th, and everything will go
merrily as usunal. The children’s entertainment
at this re-union, which has been a feature of Wol-
verhampton’s social life for nearly fifty years, is
now acknowledged to be the most attractive of
its kind in the Midlands. There will be a
cantata, Gaelic dances, ete., and altogether a
fine time is promised.

TMian't Fovent tha dada LT - P o e T
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WHAT’S THE MATTER WITH WOLVERHAMPTON?

A GLIMPSE INTO SOME HOUSING CONDITIONS.
INHUMAN LANDLORDISM.

By Our Special Commissioner.

It was only the other day when I was told by
the Editor that he had a new mission for me.
Tired of the ordinary routine of political activity,
I received the information with a certain amount
of pleasure—but my pleasure has diminished
considerably as the result of the first instalment.

The Editor showed me clippings from the Press
relating to various Town Council meetings,
wherein it was set forth by those wights of the
landlord persuasion that Wolverhampton wag
““no worse than other towns,”” and that really
it was the people who were wrong, and that if
anything wanted condemning it was not property
but the tenants. In fact, from the Press cuttings
I was shown one would be led to believe that
Woalverhampton was quite an Arcadian paradise,
abounding with sylvan glades, leaving such
ultra-modern places as Bournville, Letchworth,
etc., miles in the rear.

“I want you,” said the Editor, “‘to have a
look round the borough, take a note of what you
see, and write it—with no exaggeration, just the
plain facts. I want an absolutely impartial
report.”’

Since I have returned from my first expediticn
I have come to the conclusion that no exazzera-
tion is necessary so far as the district under
review is concerned. y

It was a bright, sunny morning, with a sug-
gestion of frost in the air—just ‘he morning to
make one feel on good terms with everybody.
and to think to themselves that this old world of
ours is not such a bad place anyhow.

I had had no particular instructions as to vhat
direction to take, so I wandered, puffing away at
my pipe, down Victoria-street. Turning wo the
right T found myself in a street whose name was
singularly suggestive of the afore-mentioned
sylvan glades, and the green country of Salopia,
but it is often the case that names go by con-
traries, and it was never more true than in the
present instance.

This particular street—Salop-street—is one
which abounds in slums of a disreputabls type.
I¢ has not, as in many cases, even a pleasing
external appearance, and at the back are crowded
courts, in the fcetid atmosphere of which disease
finds congenial breeding-places, and in which the
sun has little o> no chance to shine.

The Besom Yard.

I did not for the moment concern myself with
Salop-street, but sauntered along until lowes
down I came across Brook-street. I do not
remember what it was which attracted my atten-
tion to it. I have a recollection that for some
minutes a barrel organ had been grinding out
the strains of ‘“ The Better Land,”’ and it was

just as I got to the street mentioned that the
line burst forth

‘“ Not there, not there, my child {”

I did not know whether to take this 4s a
warning or not. The street has a peculiarly
dismal appearance, and, Warning or no warning,
I determined to sree what it was like. Local his-
tory says that Brook-street, or the  Besom
Yard,”” was, as the name implies, the home of
many of the old-time brush or besom-makers.
That was many years ago, and yet the houses
they occupied still stand, tenanted by the poorer
class of people, and still providing rents for land-
lords, who must have been paid many times over
for them.

I walked up to the end of the narrow street,
past several courts, wondering where I should
turn. The whole was a picture of squalid
misery and poverty. I turned up Court No. 2,

Insanitary Conditions.

The width of the Court is about five yards.
There are eight houses—four on either side—of
which five were occupied. Along the centre runs
the only drain for the eight houses. Down this
has to be poured the whole of the dish water,
cooking water, slops, etc., of all the tenants.
A% the end of either row of houses—or hovels—
there are three pan closets. Those on the left run
parallel with the end of the row, only a yard
away, and two of them with no doors. The
privies on the right-hand side of the court adjoin
the end house, and certainly are in bit better con-
dition. There are doors, but they are in such a
condition as to give no privacy. One of the
tenants informed me that owing to the stench in
the summer the inhabitants of the house next to
them generally had to leave and find fresh accom-
modation. As a matter of fact, I looked in one

and was glad to get away as quickly as possible.
How the tenants of the next house stand it I
don’t know.

T must here point out that the occupant of the
house at the far end of the court must traverse
the entire length of the court to use these ‘‘ con-
veniences.’’

Similarly with the water supply. There is no
sink or drain of any description in the houses. 1
went in one and was informed that there was
only one party tap to sixteen houses. This tap
is situated in Court No. 1, and the inhabitants
of Courts Nos. 2 and 3 have to go round some
distance to get their water.

Inside a ‘ House."”

I entered the house and spoke to the young
woman who was evidently the wife of the
tenant. And here let me say that the house was
quite’ clean, the woman was neat and respectable,

mortar beneath.

and evidently not one to neglect her home and
make it appear worse than it was.

The only living room downstairs was small
and poky. There was nothing much the matfer
with the living room, except its size. I turned
to go up the stairs, and was confronted by the
most ramshackle and dilapidated staircase it
would be possible to imagine for a dwelling house.
There was no protection of any kind for those
who used it.
and offer a very precarious footheld, besides
being in such a condition as to give grave doubts
as to their stability.

Indeed, the woman had informed me that her
little child had a narrow escape only the other
day, and that but for the presence of her father
the child would most likely have been fatally
injured.

Upstairs had the appearance of what was once
one bedroom partitioned into two. The first
bedroom has no privacy. The stairs run right
into it, and to get to the other and larger room,
I had to pass through it. The first room eon-
tained one double bed, leaving barely room to
walk round. The second bedroom was larger and
contained two beds. Both were without the
least suggestion of wallpaper, being colour-

' washed in a bluish-white, which came off at a

touch.

I must express the opinion that these hovels
never ought to be used for human habitation.
The Health Committee might sanction them, but
I am sure, if my fellow citizens were allowed to
look round they would be unanimous in their
condemnation of such squalid conditions.

House Used as Stable.

In my humble judgment the houses, so far
from being healthy, are a positive danger. Being
back to back houses, the only door is at the front,
and the small windows also. Therefore there
can be no proper through air current. There is
no accommodation to practice the cleanliness

which is essential to good health, there is no
privacy where there is a family, and the whole
bedroom arrangement is conducive of immorality
of the worst type. Washing has to be hung from
house to house across the narrow court, thus
driving the children to the streets to play. I was
informed that just round the corner was a house
the same size in which a family of nine or ten
made their *‘home.”

In another house in Court No. 2 I was told
that a horse, and later on a donkey, had been
kept, but the landlord had insisted on their
removal.

Opposite to the house which I inspected were
three empty ones minus doors and windows, and
generally in such a condition that one would have
thought they would never be inhabited again. 1
was informed that there was talk of them being
“ put into order ” in the near future.

Calious and Inhuman,

In connection with one of these I was told a
story which made my blood beil at the callous
inhumanity displayed. I give the story as it was
related to me by a former tenant of the house,
and which was corroborated by the women in
the house I visited.

This tenant, a man about 40 years of age, says
that he was suffering with rheumatism in his
fingers and knees, and was unable to work. At
the same time his wife was ill with pneumonia,
and was being attended by a doctor (whose

A view of the walls of the living room of another house in the same court.
seen that not only is the paper off the wall, but also the plaster, exposing the bricks and

The stairs are of the spiral kind,
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name he gave). The man states that the house
was damp, and that when 1t rained the water
ran down the walls. He had protested to the
landlord (or rent collector).
probably was the cause of his rheumatism.
While he was incapacitated he fell into arrears
to the extent of some weeks. But at that time
he 1eceived a money order for £1 from someone in
the hop country. Ten shillings of this was

offered to the rent collector, but was refused, |

the amount of arrears being 10s. 10d., and the
tenant alleges that while he was out the doors
and windows of the house were taken away,
leaving a sick woman in the house exposed.
As I said, this story was corroberated by a
neighbour, and the house was still in the condi-
tion described. This house I also inspected, and
found to be very damp.
. There are other courts in Brook-street in the
same condition. I have tried not to exaggerate,
but have endeavoured to describe things as 1
found them.

The Chief Difficulty.

I found the chief difficulty connected with the
question is the difficulty of finding houses at
suitable rents to replace those existing. Private
enterprise is not supplying the demand. It is no
use forcing these people into another slum, and
they cannot be turned into the street.

In my opinion the ornly solution is that the
borough authorities should use the powers they
possess, or apply for other powers to enable
them to meet the demand for accommodation.

I do not wish to say that Wolverhampton is
worse than any other town—I will not even say
it is as bad, if that will satisfy anyone—but I do
say that I have found conditions which are—or
ought to be—too bad for Wolverhampton, and
which call for immediate remedy.

Newspaper photographs as a rule do not show
up the defects as they exist, but the photographs
in connection with this article will give some

idea of the state of affaira.

He asserts that this |

The eight greatest Powers of the world
spend £170,000,000 a year on their navies.
* * *

Great Britain spends nearly £50,000,000
a year on her navy—itwice as much as
Germany.

- - -

Since the Liberal Party was returned to
power in 1906, despite its election cry of
‘‘peace and retrenchment,’” the expendi-
ture on naval construction has increased
by nearly £4,000,000 per annum.

* * *

Who benefits by this colossal expendi-
ture upon the instruments of destruction
and death?

» - »

The Nations do not bemefit. The race
in armaments does not make any nation
more secure. As soon as one nation be-
gins to build more ships its rivals follow
its example. Instead of gaining security
from attack by building a bigger navy, a
nation only excites suspicion and enmity,
and encourages other Powers in their turn
to build against it.

*

* *

Then, why do the Governments of
Furope waste the people’s money in this
way?

-

Because they are dominated by the War
Trust. The War Trust makes huge divi-
dends and profits out of the orders it
cbtains to build warships.

* *

*

In Great Britain the five largest arma-
ments firms are members of the War
Trust. The Government has its own State
shipyards for building ships, but it dis-
misses its workers because work is slack,
and—so ccmpletely is it deminated by the
War Trust—gives its orders to private
frms,

=
In 1909 a German “scare’ was en-
gineered. Afterwards it was proved that
tha scare was unjustified. But it served
its purpose. The Liberal Government in-
creased its mnaval comstruction by
£4,600,000—and of this over £4,200,000
went to the contractors! L
* *

The British War Trust, though it
thrives by appeals to ‘‘ patriotism,” does
not allow patriotism to come before profits.
It readily builds ships for Great Britain’s
‘‘ enemies.’”” Italy and Austria are Ger-
many's allies—but the Britich War Trust
builds for them.

* -

How is it the War Trust has so much
power? Because it controls the Liberal
and Conservative Parties. Both in the
House of Lords and in the House of Com-
mons leaders of the Liberal and Conserva-
tive Parties represent the War Trust.
They are directors and shareholders.

* * -

* -

*

Their names? Here we can only give
a few of them. We will select ten from
the Liberals—Lord Aberconway, founder
of the National Liberal Club, Lci. Glen-
conner, Mr. Asquith’s brother-in-law,
Lord Pirrie, Lord Ribblesdale, the Right
Hon. Lewis Harcourt, the Right Hon.
Walter Runciman, Sir Alfred Mond, Sir
Stephen W. Furness, Sir J. Compton-
Rickett.

- »

These are almest picked out at random.
We could give many more. And Tories
too.

-

How can this scandal be stopped? Only
by the workers capiuring the &Govern-
ments of the world. The Labour and
Socialist Movement is the great Peacs
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Free Circulation
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your'-Understandingjimproved at LAWLEY’S, the People’s Boot Repairer

Shops:—DUDLEY ROAD, NORTH STREET. and BATH ROAD,




THE WOLVERHAMPTON WORKER.

DeceMBER, 1913,

Buy Sensible

Christmas

Presents

Buy presents that your friends and relatives will
greatly appreciate. We have ready for your inspection
a splendid range of suitable Xmas gifts, and all will be

useful to the recipient.

Here is a list of goods that will appeal to those who
want to give a practical present.

Underwear
Collars
Scarves
Gloves

Handkerchiefs
Fancy Vests
Felt Hats
Shirts

Neckwear

Pyjamas
Socks

Caps

SOUTHAN BROS.

14 & 15, Dudley Street, and

!
61 & 62, Worcester Street, j WOLVERHAMPTON

We want you young men to
join our

BROTHERHOOD,

AT THE

BAPTIST CHURCH
WATERLOO ROAD. SUNDAY, AT 3
SPEAKERS-'

Dec. 7. Mr. Mildren, of Birmingham.

Dec. 14. Mr. Horace Heath.

Dec. 21, Wolverhampton Male Voice Choir.

Dec. 28. Rev. Arthur B. Alnwick, B.A., B.D.
ST. PATRICK'S REUNION,

Grand Theatre, Monday, Dec. 15th, 1913,

CHILDREN'S ENTERTAINMENT,
Cantata, Gaelic Dances, &c.

Doors open 7 p.m.  Entertainment 7-30 to 10 p.m.

TIN PLATE WORKERS' SOCIETY.
Offices . —BLACK AND WHITE BUILDINGS,
‘28, DARLINGTON ST., WOLVERHAMPTON.
Benefits : Unemployment, Sick, Dispute, Funeral,

Pension.

Membership, 1,000; Funds, £5,000.
Claims paid on Friday Evenings from
7-30 to 8-30.

C. SMITH, Secretary.

AMALGAMATED SOCIETY OF
ENGINEERS.

BRANCH MEETINGS held on Saturday Even-
ings as follows:—

No. 1-TOWN HALL HOTEL.

,» 2—VINE HOTEL.

» >—LABOUR ASSEMBLY ROOMS.

» 4—LABOUR ASSEMBLY ROOMS.
35, QUEEN SQUARE, WOLVERHAMPTON.

Wolverhampton Branch National
Boot and Shoe Operatives.

WANTED

Al Boot Operatives of both sexes, likewise Boot
Repairers, to Join above-named Union.

Union

MEMBERSHIP, 41,840, FUNDS, £154,841 158,

Full particulars from H. Moreton, 129, North Strest
C. Harper, 234, Waterloo Road

Amalgamated and General Union Societies of
Carpenters and Joiners.

Branch Meetings held on Saturday evenings as follows: "
No. 1 Branch, Town Hall Hotel.
No.2 ., Labour Assembly Rooms,
General Union: Hand and Bottle, Victoria Street.

FAIR SHOP LIST ISSUED.

P. KIRNER,
Watch and Clockmaker, Jeweller, etc.,
—REMOVED TO
63, WORCESTER ST. (opposite Temple St.)

REPAIRS A SPECIALITY.

XMAS MILLINERY

THE shop to obtain a really smart hat of
distinctive style is at ~

MISS MOORE'S,

51, Worcester Street.

P.S.A. NOTES.

It is evident that a great amount of work is
being done in connection with the new Brother-
hoods at the Y.M.C.A. and Waterloo-road
Baptist Church respectively, and although I
believe that there is a steady growth in each
case, yet it is apparent that the men of Wolver-
hampton are not responding to the * Brother-
hood appeal” in such a whole-hearted manner
as many other towns with a much less popula-
tion have done. The work that is so un-
grudgingly given is worthy of the enthusiastic
support of every citizen; and surely the * aims
and objects of the movement,” set out below
(quoted from the constitution of the National
Council), will appeal to every democrat :

“To lead men and women into the Kingdom
of God.” 3
h “To unite men in Brotherhoods of mutual

elp,"

**To win the masses of the people for Jesus
Christ.”’

*“To encourage the study of social science.”

“To enforce the obligations of Christian
Citizenship.”

““To promote the unity of social service.”

(The italics are mine.)

Reports from all over the country show most
gratifying results. It is recorded that the
number of societies now established in this
country is well over 2,000, with an approximate
membership of more than half a million men.
That is very encouraging—but what about the
work? Kven a large membership, essential as
it is, is not everything. I heard a speaker once
make this remark : “I would rather address
half-a-dozen °enthusiasts’ than a room full of
‘indifferents.” "’ He was right.

There is something else besides regular attend-
ance required if any organisation is to make
progress. Well, a movement that secures the
active support of men like the following social
workers and thinkers must necessarily be a move-
ment, of unsual activity :—Messrs. J. R. Mac-
Donald, M.P., Keir Hardie, M.P., G. H.
Roberts, M.P., Arthur Henderson, M.P., Philip
Snowden, M.P., George Lansburv. Victor Gray-
son, Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Webb, Sir Oliver
Lodge, Rev. C. Silvester Horne, M.P., etc., etc.

Speaking at the Oakley-place Brotherhood,
Clapham, a few weeks ago, Sir Victor Horsley
said : ‘It was the Brotherhood movement that
was responsible for the remarkable change in the
attitude of the Christian churches towards social
problems. Till quite recently the idea that
Mammon should %e controlled by moral prin-
ciples was unheard of, but at the
great representative gatherings in connection
with the Baptist Union and the Episcopal Church,
the principle had been upheld that the wage of
the labourer must be the first charge on the
produce of labour.”

Dr. J. L. Gordon, the great Canadian preacher
and brotherhood leader, who recently visited
these shores, in a farewell speech at Bristol said :
““He had been profoundly impressed by his visit
to the Old Country. He was convinced that the
brotherhoods would be a great factor in the solu-
tion of the problems that presently confront the
world. He predicted that eventually there would
be a universal language, which would be English.
There would be a complete abolition of all tariff
walls; there would be political equality for men
and women ; there would be an equal distribution
of the wealth of the world according to skill
and ability ; there would be some arrangement
whereby every man had a piece of land to call
his own. In the accomplishment of these things
the Brotherhood movement would play a big
part.”

Further evidence of the “life of the move-
ment '’ is manifest in the announcement of the
great National Campaign which the National
Council has decided to organise throughout the
country next year. By the use of platform and
pulpit, open-air meetings at factories, mines, and

J. L. TANNAR,

Ltd.,

Makers of the Rer<wned NON-TREAD-OVER BOOT,

ARE NOW BHOW..

A LARGE AND VARIED STOCK OF

LADIES & GENTLEMEN'S SEASONABLE FOOTWEAR.

SHAPES UNIQUE.

LOWEST PRICES,

WEAR UNSURPASSABLE.

All kinds of DRESS £HOES, SLIPPERS, LEGGINGS, and GAITERS in steck,
Eny of which make Useful and Acceptable Xmas Presents.

Note—Only Address in this Town :—

18, DUDLEY STREET, Wolverhampton

Agents for SCOTT'S FOOTGLOVES (Flexible Footwear for Ladies).

Great Clearance Sale
EVERYTHING REDUCED.
AR

Rushton & Son,
98, Darlington Street.

workshops, through the medium of the Press,
and by the circulation of suitable literature, it
is hoped to bring the principles and purposes
of the movement to the notice of every man in
every village, town, and city throughout the
kingdom. No man, irrespective of his station
in life, or his creed in religion, is to be left out.
Special efforts are to be made to get into touch
with lodging-house men, canal boatmen, patients
in hospitals, soldiers and sailors, as well as
inmates of prisons and workhouses.

Great care is to be taken in the selection of
those who are to be charged with delivering the
message of brotherhood. The best speakers the
movement possesses will be called into service.
Their mission will. be to declare, in clear and
unmistakable terms, what the movement exists
for and what it is aiming at. It is fully realised
that only by proclaiming a broad and practical
gospel will the campaign prove effective, and
consequently the problems of home, civic,
national, and international life will be specially
dealt with in the light of the teachings and
ideals of Christian Brotherhood.

A vast amount of preparatory organising work
will be nceded, and a national campaign com-
mittee has accordingly been appointed. This
will direct operations and will be assisted by
special committees attached to each federation
and society throughout the country. Nor is it
the intention of the National Council that the
campaign should be allowed to suffer from lack
of financial support. They have asked for
£10,000, towards which over £1,200 was con-
tributed by the delegates who attended the Bir-
mingham Conference. The movement has re-
cently been criticised for its alleged want of life.
By this campaign it is evident that the leaders,
at any rate, are determined to strike ont on bold
lines, and it is hoped that the rank and file will
rally to their support.

At the annual meeting of the People’s Class,
held last month, Mr. W. T. Mayland was unani-
mously elected to fill the position of president.
Mr. Mayland, who is well-known in musical
circles, and a member of “ The Apollo Gleemen,”
has rendered good service to the class for the
past two years as vice-president. He is very
popular amongst the members, and will, I am
sure, prove a very capable leader. I extend to
him hearty congratulations and sincere wishes
for a successful term of office. S

GASWOREKERS' UNION.

I have pleasure in reporting that we have
been able to secure substantial increases for the
men employed at Springfields, an average rise
of about 3s. per week having been granted.

As a result of the meeting of carters in the
Co-operative Hall on November 23, the memorial
to the masters will, by the time these notes
appear, have been handed in. The carters of
the town are doing their utmost to get their
fellows to crganise.

The Streets Committee still refuse to do justice
to the so-called inefficients in their employ.
Four of these men have to act as foremen, and
do the same work as the men under them, who
are in receipt of the minimum wage. This is
a gross injustice on the part of the Corporation,
and the men feel that the only remedy is to get
one of their own men on the Council, and they
are considering the advisability of organising for
the purpose of running a candidate nextl.]_ year.

; .B

P

NOTICE TO OUR READERS.

‘We regret that the names of the photographers
who were responsible for the excellent photo-
graphs of our candidates reproduced in the last
1ssue were inadvertently omitted.

In the case of Messrs. Sharrocks and Beck,
the photographer was Mr. A. E. Langdon,
Darlington-street. Mr. White, of Broad-street,
was responsible for that of Mr. Bent, while, as
announced, Mr. Barker’s photo. was by Mr.

THE DUDLEY-ROAD
WOLVERHAMPTON AND GENERAL
£25 MONEY SOCIETY, LIMITED.

WE ADVANCE UPON APPROVED SECURITY.

£9 REPAYABLE by easy Instalments extending over
21 months. TOTAL COST, £2 9.

—REPAYABL fiyaak,
£18 TR 2/ O R 08%. %1 1k

—REPAYABLE k
£36 5/- %ﬂetfkcos-r. £9 16s.
OTHER AMOUNTS BY ARRANGEMENT.
Period of Repayment being 3 YEARS and ¢ MONTHS.
All business transacted privately and expeditiously.
For further particulars apply to the Secretary,
J. RUSSELL JARVIE, OLD CHURCH STEPS,
EXCHANGE STREET, WOLVERHAMPTON.

For LATEST STYLES and
PERFECT FITTING

SUITS,
OVERCOATS and COSTUMES,

ARTHUR BARNETT, 6, Broad St.

PRICES WILL SUIT YOU.
Good Work. Promptitude,

Moderate Charges.,

COX & TUSTIN,
Printers &3 Stationers,
Teleshane:.  CENTRAL ARCADE

RAILWAY CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION.

210 BRANCHES. 23,000 MEMBERS.
Better Salaries, Sunday Pay, and other Improved
Conditions secured on all Railways. Further
Betterment Necessary, and can be obtained by
United Action. JOIN NOW.

Local Secretary, J. FARMER,
186, Merridale Street, West, Wolverhampton.

LABOUR ASSEMBLY ROOMS.
To Let for Public Mestings, Whist Drives,
and Social Gatherings.

Apply to Agent: J. WHITTAKER, 35, Queen
Square, Wolverhampton.

SAMUEL HYDE.
FRUIT AND POTATO DEALER,
Removed from JAMESON STREET to

Corner of JACKSON & LOWE STREETS

English Rabbits Daily.

Bennett Clerk, of Darlington-street.

LLL.P. NOTES.

Special Whist Drives.—Special whist drives
are being held in the LL.P. Rooms, Dudley-
street, on the second and fourth Mondays in
December, with the object of ‘‘raising the
wind.” Will all members turn up and cause
a draught. The price is 6d. .

Education Class.—An Educational Class com-
menced on November 21, the subject chosen for
which is ‘“The Economic Basis of Socialism.”
The class meets on Fridays at 8 p.m. (fort-
nightly), and a qualified lecturer appointed from
headquarters attends to assist the students. To
all those really in earnest, a feature of this kird
should strongly appeal. The local secretary is
Mr. Frank Lester, to whom all communications
relating thereto should be addressed.

Subscriptions.—For the future, will all mem-
bers note that subscriptions can be paid at the
Rooms on branch meeting nights and every Tues-
day, Thursday, and Saturday. Also at the Labour
Church on Sunday nights. - I earnestly appeal
to members to bring their subs. Don’t wait to
be called upon. We are busy, and we want to
use our time in dealing with the unconverted.

Labour Church.—The Labour Church shows
prospects of a revival. Kindly advertise the
fact among your friends. Tell them that the
Labour Church is the Workers’ Church. A
church free from creed or cant. We have some
excellent speakers booked. We have a comfort-
able, well-lighted room in Queen-square, and it
certainly ought to be crowded every Sunday.
Come and hear Councillor J. W. Kneeshaw on
Sunday, December 7. e
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