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GUARANTEED CIRCULATION, 17,000.

POST'FREE, ONE SHILLING]
PER ANNUM.

VISIT THE

PICTURE HOUSE

VICTORIA STREET,

OR THE

COLISEUM
DUDLEY ROAD,

THE :
TWO RECOGNISED HALLS
FOR SHOWING THE

World's Best Pictures

UNDER

IDEAL CONDITIONS.

ST.

GRAND THEATRE,
FRIDAY, DEC. 18, 1914.

CHILDREN'S ENTERTAINMENT.

Best Treat of the Year. See Biils and Tickets,

PATRICK'S REUNION.

COME TO THE

LABOUR CHURCH
ASSEMBLY ROOMS,
QUEEN SQUARE.
EVERY SUNDAY, 6-30,

Questions Invited

TIN PLATE WORKERS’' SOCIETY.

Offices:—BLACK AND WHITE RBUILDINGS,
28, DARLINGTON ST., WOLVERHAMPTON.

Benefits : Unemployment, Sick, Dispute, Funeral,

Pension.

Membership, 1,000; Funds, £5,000.
Claims paid on Friday Evenings from
7-30 to 8-30.

C. SMITH, Secretary.

CLARENCE
STREET
NEXT TO
DARLINGTON
STREET,

PRINTING
A REALLY PURE DIET

pleasant, economical, nourishing, and
health.giving is enjoyed by those who
get their foods from the

HEALTH FOOD STORES
3, COMPTON RD,, CHAPEL ASH

d. W. WOODWARD,

LADIES’ & GENTLEMEN'S
TAILOR. o*ot2% Expert Cutter.

15, MANDER STREET.

ARTHUR BARNETT
THE LADIES® AND GENTS’ TAILOR.

SATISFACTION. GUARANTEED.
Everything Made on the Premises.

6, BROAD STREET.

ESTABLISHED 1854,

P. KIRNER,

Watch and Clockmaker, Jeweller, etc.,

63, WORCESTER ST,
(opposite Temple St.)
A Choice Selection of Newest Goods at Lowest Prices.
Excellence 0f Quality,Btyle & Workmanship Guaranteed

SAMUEL HYDE,

FRUIT AND POTATO DEALER,

Removed from JAMESON STREET to

Corner of JACKSON & LOWE STREETS
English Rabbits Dailv.

IS5 A MAN TOO

OLD AT FORTY?

By A. G. WALEDEN.

Writing ander the above heading in a recent
issue of Cassell’s Saturday Journal, Mr, A. G.
Walkden, the prospective Labour candidate for
West Wolverhampton, makes the following in-
teresting remarks :—

Upon reflection, the question now raised,
though familiar enough, appears strange, weird,
and horribly unnatural. To me it scems as
abnormal as murder. Indeed, it means murder
if it means anything—murder more cruel and
cold-blooded than the black deed in * Macbeth.”

Think. It takes over twenty years to rear a
human being. If he has been properly reared
and trained (a matter for which his parents and
the community are responsible), he is then
potentially capable of rendering at least fwo
score years of useful service to the nation that
has produced him. Under proper conditions he
will do that willingly and well. And yet there
are other human beings who make the murderous
proposition that has given rise to our editor’s
question.

The age of forty is scarcely mid-way in the
great game or battle of life, and any suggestion
that the well-trained and experienced player or
fighter should be thrown out at * half-time* is
(to put it mildly) both unfair and uneconomical.
It could only ge made by blindly greedy and
unpatriotic employers in a mean and materialistic
epoch such as the one from which we are now, I
hope, emerging.

Necessary Conditions,
I have said that *‘ under proper conditions’’ a

man will earn his living willingly and well for-

more than forty years after he reaches maturity.
Those conditions include clean and healthy offices
or workplaces, reasonable hours of duty, an in-
terest in the work itself, and sufficient remunera-
tion to enable a man to maintain a home, rear
a family, and participate in social Iife and recrea-
tion.

Given these conditions as the general standard
of life, there would be no public question as to
a decline in the efficiency of men of forty. But
these essential conditions are withheld or broken
down by the very men who raise the *half-
time ”’ cry and who act upon it by ‘“firing ont "
their senior employees and replacing them by ill-
paid youngsters who ought to be completing their
school-work. The older workers are thus ruined
by unemployment (almost the worst misfortune
in life), and the youngsters in their turn get
‘“blind-alleyed.” The community has to bear
the comsequences, and the hustling profit-maker
retires from business.

Trade Unionism Defended.

In a recent issue of the Saturday Journal Sir
Robert Anderson sought to throw all blame for
social problems and difficulties upon what he
called *“‘the false and baneful influences and

principles which characterise the new * gospel of
labour.””’ He added that Trade Unions are run
‘““mainly to prevent any man from doing his
best,”” and that * employers in City offices will
naturally prefer younger men not because they
are better, either physically or mentally, but
because they have not as yet so fully imbibed thg
false principles, or so definitely formed the evil
habits that are now in vogue.”

It so happens that City clerks, past and present,
have had less to do with Trade Unionism than
any other large class of workers. They have
scorned the ‘ gospel of labour ’’ almost as hotly
as Sir Robert Anderson has. But they would tell
anyone that the only reason why City employers
prefer young clerks is that they are cheaper.

It also happens that, far from Trade Unions
preventing a man from ‘doing his best,” the
highest degree of efficiency is attained where the
workers are most strongly organised by Trade
Unions. The great cotton industry is a notable
example. Engineering is another. One of the
first principles of the Amalgamated Society of
Engineers is *‘ to make the man a better engineer
and the engineer a better man.”” The work of
these British Trade Unionists holds its own
throughout the world. Again, the men on the
North-Eastern Railway are the keenest and most-
highly organised Trade Unionists in the railway
world; and their accident records are the lowest.

Mental Development.

Besides establishing and maintaining conditions
of employment approximating to those I have
stipulated as ‘‘ essential "—and it is the only
effective agency which undertakes that task—
Trade Unionism helps to broaden and strengthen
a man's mind. It brings home to him his respon-
sibilities as a citizen and trains him to take an
active interest in local and national government.
Convincing testimony to its power of developing
the intelligence of men was given by Lord Claud
Hamilton, who, when submitting evidence to the |
Royal Commission on Railway Conciliation Boards
in 1911, said that Trade Unionists and Socialists
were “more brainy’’ than the men who kept out-
side such organisations.

The good work carried on for years past by
such organisations as the Food Reform, Tem-
perance, Physical Culture and Athletic Associa-
tions, coupled with better sanitation and social
legislation, is having the effect of increasing the
average length of life. The Railway Clerks’
Association has had that cheerful fact brought
home to it by the actuaries’ reports on certain
railway superannuation funds, which revealed
deficiencies arising from an appreciable increase
in the longevity of the annuitants. This goes
against certain pessimistic theories about the
decline of the race, and I -venture to believe
that the time will soon have passed away
when anyone dare argue that men are “too old
at forty.”

THE CHRISTMAS IDEAL.

By “GILBERT.”

In the midst of this great national crisis the
festival of Christmas once more comes upon us
with all its old traditions—traditions which, in
this country at least, resolve themselves into a
continuous round of merriment, good cheer,
fellowship, and fraternity—and though at the
present time those traditions may appear to
be somewhat obscured by the momentous hap-
penings on the Continent, it is nevertheless the
duty of those of us who sincerely believe in
the spirit of Christmas to realise this Yuletide,
above all others, the message which the season
proclaims. How can we carry out the precepts
imparted to us by the occurrence of Christmas-
time; how can we help to further the ideals
connected with it?

The approach of Christmas every year is
marked by the organisation of charitable funds
for the alleviation of distress, poverty, etc.,
and this year these funds have, as a result of
the war, been augmented by innumerable
schemes having for their object the sending of
comforts to our soldiers and sailors, gifts for
their children, and so on. It must be admitted
that these efforts will result in a ray of sunshine
being brought into many a home that has felt
the terrible effects of the war, and which other-
wise would be under a heavy cloud owing to
the absence of the breadwinner.

Christmas, however, would be a very uscless
institution if the principles associated with it
were put into operation only during what is
known as the Christmas season, and, excellent
as many of the charitable schemes are, well-
meaning and sincere as are many of their sub-
scribers, it must not be overlooked that, by
themszelves, they are of very little value.

Undoubtedly the giving of doles ance every
twelve months for the purpose of mitigating
in only a slight degree the distress of those who
are in want constilutes a practice which falls
very short of the true ideal conveyed to us b
Christmastide, Charitable schemes alone wi
not do; we as workers must realise that, if the
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message of Christmas is to be fully realised,
its precepis must be carried out ab all times
and in such a manner as is calculated to do the
greatest amount of good to the community as
a whole. By supporting such schemes as that
inaugurated by 7'he Daily Citizen, which has
for its object the securing of £1 per week pay-
ment for our soldiers and sailors, and by giving
our help to any movement that will result in
a lasting benefit to those who are most in need
of it, we shall be doing something not only in
the direction of abolishing that state of things
which renders it necessary that a certain section
of the community shall receive charity at the
hands of another section, but also towards
laying the foundations of a better state of
society than exists at the present time.

Let us try, this Christmastide especially, to
seriously consider how much is meant by the
sFirit of fraternity and fellowship which should
characterise the good old festival, Many of us,
especially since the outbreak of the present
terrible conflict, have perhaps been assailed with
doubts and apprehensions as to what the future
has in store, but let us bear in mind the words
of Walt Whitman : “ Turn your face to the
sunshine, and the shadow will fall behind.”
Let us try this Christmastide to look at the
bright side of matters; I myself have little
doubt as to the hopeful future which is before
us.

Every small effort made to advance the great
democratic movement, every endeavour to
persuade a fellow workman to join up in the
great army of Labour, are achievements which
are synonymous with the true Christmas ideals.
Above all, let us hope that when the din of
battle has subsided the great movement of
which we are a part, and which for years has
been growing in strength, will sweep a{ong with
irresistible force, progressing slowly but surely,
until that system of sociely is realised in which
that most beautiful Christmastide message,
* Peace on carth, goodwill toward men,” will
be fulfilled in the highest sense of the word,

9.M.Co. SHIRTS

Are now at
“THE FRONT?”
and reported to be giving
'GREAT SATISFACTION

e

44 VICTORIA ST.

Between Skinner St. and Salop St.

THE WOLVERHAMPTON
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY

LIMITED

During the first few weeks of the erisis
it was deemed necessary to suspend the
acceptance of new members, :
Now, owing to a guarantee of supplies
having been received, THIS SUSPEN-
SION HAS BEEN CANCELLED AND
THE MEMBERSHIP HAS AGAIN
BEEN THROWN OPEN,

Since the membership has been thrown
open AN AVERAGE OF 50 PERSOHS
PER WEEK HAVE JOINED.

The advantages of the movement are
here shown by the anxiety of such
numbers to join.

It any workers harbour any feelings
towards joining they should do so now
whilst the opportunity is afforded.
‘Remember that £1,6056 was distributed
last quarter in Dividends, some singls
individuals picking up as much as £5.

Apply for prospectus:

CENTRAL STORES,
STAFFORD ST.;

or any Branches which are situated at

NEWHAMPTON, OWEN or DUDLEY
ROADS; WALSALL STREET,
WILLENHALL; or SHAW ROAD,
BUSHBURY.

THE

BEST TEA

BARRINGTONS’

CHEAPER !

IN SPITE OF THE WAR.

A | BOTTLE OF COD | roa

9/-| LVEROL f /2

EMULSION
2, BILSTON RORAD, and

LOWE LTD.,
42, DUDLEY ROAD.

Advertise in the * Wolverhampton Workez."
Free circulation, 17,000 monthly. Read by al
classes.  Ealimates givea for large space azd

long farms,
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-THE PEOPLE’S BREAD IS

Superior in Quality to any other.

TRY A LOAF TO-DAY.

THE CENTRAL,

4, BROAD STREET.
CERISTHAS PRESENTS

For Ladies and Gentlemen.
GLOVES, HANBKERCRIEFS, TIES
SILK SCARVES, ERACES, FELT

HATS, CAPS, SHIRTS, Etc.

SEE CUR WINDOWS FOR VALUE.

4, BROAD STREET. 4.

For Chocolate. for the Soldiers
and Xmas Presents for Friends
at home, go to

G. d PARSONS’

SWEET STORES,

Princess Sirecet, Stafford Street,
Coleman Street, Worcester Strect

THE DUDLEY ROAD
‘ TOLVERHAMPTON AND GENERAL
£25 MONEY SOCIETY, LIMITED.

WE ADVANCE OPON APPROVED SECURITY.

"‘b REPAYARILE by easy Instalments extending over
Ead 2] months TOTAL COST £7 9.

* 2, 2 T
$ls TRl T ARG D/6 OTas CoST, £4 18s.
£36 REPAYABLE 5 /u B raT COST. 29 16s.
OTHER AMOUNTS BY ARRANGEMEINT.
Period of Repayment being 3 YEARS and 6 MONTIHE
All business transacted privately and expeditiously.
For further particulars apply to the Secretary,

J. RUSSELL JAKRVIE, OLD CHURCH STEPS,
EXCHANGE STREET, WOLVERHAMPTON.

ESTARLISHED OVER §0 YEARS.

SPEED. SAFETY. SATISFACTION.
THOS. HEMRY FERN,

YORK STREET,
The REMOVAL CONTRACTOR
ADVICE AND PRICE GRATIS.

RAILWAY CLERKS' ASSOCIATION.
226 BRANCHES. 30,000 MEMBERS.
Better Salaries, Sunday Pay, and other Improved
Conditions secured on all Railways. Further
Betterment Necessary, and can be obtained by
United Action. JOIN NOW.
Local Secretary, J. FARMER,

186, Merridale Street, West, Wolvefhampton.

LABOUR ASSEMBLY ROOMS,

To Let for Public Meetings, Whist Drives,
and Social Gatherings.

App!y to Agent : J. WHITTAKER, 35, Queen
Squere, Wolverhampton.
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FEEDING THE CHILDREN.

After years of strenuous agitation the advo-
cates of the fecding of neeessitous sechool
children in Wolverhampton have ab length
been rewarded by the adoption by the Tdueca-
tion Committee of a scheme having that
objcet in view. DPreviously the task of feed-
ine nceessitous school childven  was under-

| baby clinic and school for mothers.

really succeeded in covering the whole of the
ground in this direction. Along with others,
we have pointed out time after time that the
only remedy was to take advantage of the
Act of Parliament dealing with the question,
but for wvarious reasons the Education Com-
mittee refused to adopt the suggestion. Some
of these rcasons were voiced by members of
the Education Committee at their last mect-
ing. ‘* The primary duty of parents is to look
after their children.” Admitted; but is the
child to starve while we set to work to regen-
erate an unnatural parent? In our opinion
the best method is to feed the child and
recover the cost from the parent. *f Taking
the responsibility off the parent’ was
another gem. Has the State, then, no
responsibility to its future citizens? Does it
not realise that if weaklings are allowed to
grow up, in order to save the rates now, the
probabilities are that they may cost the rates
considerably more in the future?

However, we are told that in view of the
many calls on charity at the prcsent time
an appeal for funds for this work could not
be made, and thercfore the feeding of schocl
children in Wolverhampton by the munici-
pality will soon be an accomplished fact. We
realiso that the main factor which induced
the Iiducation Commitiee to take the step
was the fact that private charity had failed,
as it was inevitably bound to fail, but we
believe that the Committee Wwill never regret
the step they have taken. It gives bright
hope for the future. It ensures that no longer
should there be any danger of allowing a child
to grow up half starved. Tt is a link in that
chain of truly Imperial legislation which
began with the medical inspeection of school
children. Treatment will soon follow inspee-
tion. Now we are to have feeding. The next
step for Wolverhampton to take in this great
work is the foundation and equipment of a
There the
child eould be watched and tended in the first
pericd of existenee, and many of the doaths
which occur in the first twelve months pre-
vented.  This should be our aim for the next
year. We owe it to our children that we
should do our best for them.

THE NEW SPIRIT.

Speaking recently in Wolverhampton, the
Bishop of Lichfield delivered a striking indict-
ment against our civilisation. Iis lordship
was speaking on the war, and was dealing with
the point as to whether or not the Christian
faith or civilisation had broken down.  After
denying the former charge, the Bishop said :

The great forces on which our civilisation
had been relying for progress were science,
commerce, and education. These ought to be
great powers for good.
result of science it had made war the un-
speakably terrible thing it was to-day ; and with

rezard to commerce, if 1t were based on a limited |
competition and simply on the desire for wealth, ¢

it would not be a blessing to the community ;
nor would aun education which was simply found-

| ed on the doctrine of getting on in the world

and “‘ shoving *’ yourself in front of others. He
hoped most fervently that one result of the war
would be that we should Jearn that selfishness,
the mere claiming and insisting upon rights,
would never help a nation forward in its interior
life any more than it helped nations in their
international relationships,

These words deserve the earnest eonsideration
of every thinking man. They are an indict-
ment against the selfish spirit which has pee-
meated every phase of cur national life. In-
ternational jealousy has resulted in the pros-

Fibaid e
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We had seen that as a -

humanity® '’ but ‘* How can it be made to
serve the purposes of war? ' And the Gov-
ernment whish has been prepared to pay the
highest prise has secured the discovery, rogar-1-
less of the rationality of the discoverer.
In the daftity to *‘ get on '’ the tremendous
possibilf 241 of such discoveries as progressive
factors &3 ouy civilisation have become a
second®®p omasideration as compared with
their eflktfizcncss as an aid to the main-
tenance ad gyilitary power.  Our educational
system las been such that education has been
a slave to the master passion of * making
one’s way in the world,” and it is only natural
that in commerce we should find after a few
decades that the one principle should be ** the
race to the etrong,”” or that the weaker should
go to the wall. 'Whether all this implies the
failure of the message of Christ we leave to
others to debate. DBut the intensity of the
sclfish struggle for cxistence has been such
as to make all but the most advanced thinkers
despair of the attainment of the ideals of the
brotherhood of man.

Effect of ‘' New Spirit.”

Amidst all the clashing of interests and the
din of party etrifc the ideal has often been
obscured, and exactly how much people really
depended on each other was not realised until
it was soen to what an awful crisis the folly
of human beings had brought us. Then arose
that most remarkable feature of our own
national life—a feature, we believe, which will
be noted as an historical milestone—which the
Bishop of Lichfield aptly described as the
‘' New Spirit.”” In the hour of common
danger, on the eve of the gravest period in
the world’s history, men looked each other in
the eyes for the first time and admitted that
they were dependent on each other for exist-
ence.  The spirit of unity has hushed the
party strife, and has called forth the sym-
pathy of pcople in a manner unknown before.
And the most remarkable expression of this
unity has been the admission of all parties
that, no matter what individualist opinions
they had held before, the whole community
were entirely dependent on the State, and on
the well-being of the State depended the exist-
ence of the great family known as the British
nation. Sverything else became subsidiary.
In the interests of that family it was necessary
to take the control of the main arterics of
distribution—the railways—out of the hands
of private owners. That step has been amply
justified, and, for the period of the war at
least, “raillway nationalization is an accom-
plished fact. The vast system of ecredit on
which eommerce depended would have utterly
collapsed had it not been for the interference
of the State, and much migery would have
ensued. We do not altogether agree with the
methods adopted by the Treasury, but the fact
is proved that by Btate action alone can we
adequately safeguard the intérests of the
people. The food supply, too, has been regu-
lated, and to-day we sec the greatest “‘corner
in sugar the world has ever seen—mnot by
finaneiers for personal gain, but by the Statoe
in the interests of the whole of the community.

The Future.

What is the lesson fo be derived?  After
the war are we going to allow things to go
back to the old system? Are we going to lose
the benefits of the New Spirit, or are we
going to admit that the best way to lack after
tho interests of all is to leave the elected
governing body to take charge of all the
nation’s affairs? If it is eseential that the
railways should be owndd by the people in the
time of national danger, how inuch greater
would the benefits of State ownership be in
time of peace? If we can unite to fight an
outside enemy, is it not possible to unite in
the cause of progress? Mow utterly futile is
it that men should fight among themselves,
only to cease in order that they may combine
to fight others. This war has helped us to
realise that individualism is a dying foree, and
that"if we are to progress as we ought the
New Spirit must be kept alive after the close
of the war. 'We look forward to the day when
not only the British nation, but all the nations
of the world, will eome vnder the influence of
the New Bpirit, and that the words of John
Addington Symonds will be fully realised :

Nation with nation, land with land,
Unarmed shall live as comrades free;
In every heart and brain shall throb
The pulse of one fraternity.
G.

THROUGH WAR TO PEACE.

Above the chaos' of impending ills,
Through all the clamour of insistent strife,

Now while the noise of arming nations fills
Itach throbbing hour with menaces to life,

I hear the voice of Progress! Strange indeed
The shadowed pathways that Iead up te light.

But as a runner sometimes will recede
That he may so accumulate his might,

Then with a will that needs must be obeyed
Rushes resistless to the goal with ease,

So the whole world scems now to retrograde,
Slips back to war, that it may speed to peace;

JOTTINGS.

Mrs. Walkden, wife of Mr. A. G. Walkden,

the prospective Labour candidate for West
Wolverhampton, gave birth to a daughter in
London on Sunday, November 29. '

I am glad to say both Mrs. Walkden and the

infant are progressing favourably. :
It is interesting to note, according to the Church

calendar, this interesting event took place on
Advent Sunday ! .

I hear, too, that the young Misses Dorothy and
Mary Walkden arve delighted with their new
sister,

e * *

The photograph published in this column is
that of Joseph Ewart Lymn (28),  whose
home was at 30, Lewis-street, Wolverhampton.
He fought in many battles during his short
career, which has ended so abruptly.

‘“Joe,” as he was familiarly known among
his numerous friends, had occupied the position
of President of the local Branch of the Workers’
Union, doing valiant work for the ** bottom
dog.” He was also a delegate to the Wolver-
hampton Trades and Labour Council, and a
member of the Independent Labour Party; and
he constantly raised his voice on behalf of the
underpaid and oppressed.

These bodies have
placed on record a high
appreciation of his valu-
able services.

Comrade Lymn’s last
great battle was upon a
distant ocran for Kiag
and country, being nwm-
bered with the gallant
crew of H.M.S. Geed
Hope, which perished
so gellanfly in action in
the Pacifie.

In his last letter to
his wife, who with their
only child is so sorely
bereaved, Comrade Lymn
intimated that his ship,
the Good Hope, was at that time going up the
West, Coast of America to Chili and Peru, and
was afterwards to undertake practically a tour
of the world. Mentioning, incidentally, that he
was kept at the gun all night, but got ““a little
sleep in snatches,” he hoped for a safe return,
little dreaming of the fate which was so soon
to overtake him and his brave mates.

* “ ®

I commend to the notice of the Chief Con-

stable of Wolverhampton and the Watch
Committee, a snggestion which has been made
urging the Chief Constables of the counties and
boroughs to offer special inducements to young
policemen to join the colours.

They are men thoroughly fit for service;
and seeing thal their ex-Service comrades (the
older ‘“ Bobbies *’) have rejoined their regiments,
it should act as an inspiration to them.

As vhe special constable idea in limited oper-
ation in the town shows, there are many men
who are unfit to become soldiers or sailors
who are able to act as temporary policemen in
a fairly adequate manner in a town which is so
law-abiding &s ours.

' * 3 *

My readers will be glad to hear that efforts
ara being made to get Florence Gertrude Davis
(age 11), one of the nine children, whose ages
range from three months to 17 years, left by the
late Mr. George Davis (secretary of the Brass-
workers’ Union), who died recently at the age
of 42, elected into the Wolverhampton Royal
Orphanage.

The Trades Council, through their secretary,
Mr. H. Bagley, has been exerting itseli in this
direction, and much influential support has been
promised on behalf of the nominee.

¥ * *

At last theré appears to be a prospect of the

defective lighting of the slum areas of our town °

receiving the attention so long needed.

Councillor Gibson should, however, understand
that it is the business of the Lighting Committee
to see that the defect is remedied, and not expect
any individual member of the Council to prepare
a list of the courts and alleys needing illumina-
tion, as he suggests.

As the gospel of cleanliness is pretty generally
accepted as being next to godliness, the Streets
Department should also give as much notice to
these dark places as, for instance, is given to
the sweeping and cleansing of Tettenhall-road.

The public authorities, in particular, should set
a good example all round.

) * s *

Judge Howard Smith has stated that he ghould
not feel inclined to accept the office of Mayor
unless he could afford to spend £1,000 a year.

If this is a necessary asset, it is small wonder
a Labour member so0 seldom attains to the Mayor-
alty.

* # %

To those who rezard with disfavour the letting
of pews in the churches, a practice still largely
prevalent, the view held by the Emperor
Napoleon may be of interest.

Bonaparte, whose attendance at Mass was ac-
companied with considerable ceremonial. would,
nevertheless, not allow any special passes of ad-
mission to be issued for-his chapel, declaring that
public worship should Le free for the people. Any
charge for seats in a building devoted to religious
purposes seemed to be odious to him.

¢ Ona ought not to deprive the poor,” said he,
den [a} ol B R
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.
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OUR WOMEN'S CORNER. |

(By ' Laurel.”’)

THE WAR OFFICE AND SOLDIER®
WIYES.

Tt is to be hoped that women ave taking careful
note of their position in the community at the
present time, and that they are determined to
have a day of reckoning when the war is over.
Although wemen are not responsible for the awful
war now wagzing between the nations of Europe, it
is, nevertheless, the woman who suffcr more than
any other section of the community. We give
our husbands, sons, brothers, and lovers, those
whom we held most dear; we endure the anxiety
and the weary waiting; ours «the sorrow and
tears. We pay for war in a way that men never
can. Yet, it would appear that the * powers
that be ”" are absclutely incapable cf realising that
women are playing a part, yes, and playing it
nobly in the present crisis.

Hezolem ju the Home.

The wives and dependents of the gallant
defenders of the richest nation in the world have
to snbsist on an allowance which is quite inade-
" guate to provide the ordinary necessities of life,
and although a s n has been con-
dicted by the Labous ment for more gener-
ous troatment, the Covernment is slow to move.
This continueus uncertainty, weel after week.
month after month, is bound to tell upon the wife
in control of the honschold; who then can 'deny
that she does not dosarve more consideration to
assist in facing the everyday tricls?

Insnlting Circular.

Now the order has gone forth from the War
Offce that the wives of soldicrs are to be placed
under *‘ pclice surveillance.”  Army paymasters
in the various districts have been instructed to
furnish the nearest chicf-constable with full par-
ticulars regardiug the dependents of soldiers. 1T
would ask Lhe pertinent question, if the wives of
officess are to be placed under the same super-
vision? Bvery self-respecting woman will take
this as a personal insult, and that fecling will be
shared by every right-minded individual. Have
these women not enoungh strain and anxiety with-
out adding this humiliating terror of police in-
quisition? But it is alleged that this order is
necessary ta deal with excessive drinking on the
part of women, especially amongst soldiers’ wives,
but go far no evidence has been submitted to prove
this contention.

Saner Proposals,

I helieve that the vast majority of the women
are doing their very best under the circumstances,
but if we admit that a small mincrity are giving
way under the strain, surely a more humane ar-
rangement could be made to deal with these cases.
The police force is certainly the last organisation
which should attempt to act in the capacity ~f
reformation. What these women require is sym-

. pathy, kindness, wise counsel, and a counter at-
traction to the pnblic honse. Could not the Gov-
ernment have urged the local authorities to open
up recreztion clubs for their use, and possibly

juvited the co-operation of the women’s organisa-
tions in their conduct and control ?
Protest by Womea's Guild,
As soon as this tyrannical order was issued the

Women’s Co-operative Guild sent the following
resolution of protest :

The Central Committee of the Women'’s Co-operative
Guild, representing 52,000 co-operative women, protests
against the new War Office order providing for the with-
holding of separation allowances to the * unworthy,"”
and giving the police power to investigate cases and
“try to check misconduct before it reaches a point at
which it may become subject to official notice.”

We consider such diffirintiation between sexes and
classes as is entailed in such an order utterly out of
place in a democratic couniry, and that to place such
power in the hands of the police is an intolerable inter-
ference with the freedom of individual acticn,

We ask that this tyrannical order may be withdrawn
immediately ; that any measures taken to ecnsure proper
behaviour should be of general application (such as the
early closing of public-houscs), or ‘should be in the
nature of counter-attractions; and we affirm that a
woman's right to her separation allowance should be
no more connected with what the police may congider
*“ worthy ' conduct than a man’s right to his wages.

I hope that all Trade Unions, women’s organ-
isations, etc., will protest emphatically against
this insulting order, and demand its immediate
withdrawal, and urge the authorities to reject the
infamous proposal, as Birmingham has done.
I understand that a deputation representing
the working women’s national organisations -=
being arranged to wait on the Home Secretary
on the matter. If the women of the country were
enfranchised such a course would not be neces-
sary, the Government would not dare issue such
instructions.

o

THE LATE MR. H. TASKER.

It is with vegret that we record the death of
Me. Herbert Tasker, of Clarence Street, who
passed away after a short illness on November

By his death the local T.L.P. have lost
an energetic worker and a staunch comrade.
Mr Tasker was a member of the Executive
Committee for a considerable time, and his un-
assuming manner and devotion to duty secured
to him a wide circle of friends in the move-
ment. -

The funeral took place at the Wolverhampton
General Cemetery on Thursday, November 26,
and was attended by members of the Independ-
ent Labour Party. After the burial service the
well-known Labour hymn, *‘The Red Flag,”
Was sung.

We feel sure that in extending deepest sym-
pathy to the widow of the late Myr. Tasker we
shall be voicing the feelings of the whole of the
local Labour movement, by whom the deceased
sentleman was so well respected,

By *THE CHIEL.”

A chiel’s amang ye takin’ notes,
An’, faith, he'll prent 'em.

Christmas time is approaching and a world-
wide war is bemng waged. At the outbreak of
the war everyone, and particularly working
people, were advised to economise as the price
of food was bound to go up. The remarkable
offect of this was that prices did go up, and
the increases were by no means insignificant.
Whether the advice to economise was ** inspired "’
by peuple whose interest it was to create
‘“panic "’ rushes, history will show, perhaps.
For a few weeks, however, economy was rigidly
practised by many, and the attempts at self-
denial were in many cases highly diverting. But,
thank goodness, this unaccustomed asceticism
has worn off, and it is now * business as usual ”’
in all directions.

Subdue Your Appetites.

Still, there do exist people who believe that
the working classes can easily economise on food.
Wherever they get their extraordinary motion
from I cannot conceive, To-day there are hosts
of society dames going round lecturing our
women folk on the wickedness of waste, and in-
forming people whose existence is nothing but
life-long self denial, that they must practice self-
denial. Those who have read Dickens’ navel,
“Nicholas Nickleby,’” will remember that memor-
able passage wherein Mr. Squeers, of Dotheboys
Hall, tenders this immortal advice : ‘* Subdue
your appetites, my dears, and you have con-

uered human nature.” It will be remembered
that Mr. Squeers was of that type of individual
who was always perfectly willing to offer ad-
vice, but somehow always seems to discriminate
when applying it to himself. I do not remember
that Mr. Squeers ever endeavoured to practice
this remarkable precept; indeed, the evidence
is overwhelmingly to the contrary. The Squeers
type is very much in evidence during these troub-
lous times.

Tea-Pot Refuse.

1 should say that the worthy gentleman who
recently wrote to T'he Times suggesting that
the readers of that journal should save their tea
Jeaves and give them to the poor is one of them.
For my own part I am content to throw away
my tea leaves after the first brew of tea, and
therefore I cannot say what the liquid would be
like at the second time of asking. I do know
this, however, that I would not think of com-
mitting such a despicable action as to ask any-
one in need of food to accept that which I
generally throw away. Those who may be
tempted to follow this advice would do a
greater service if they used their tea leaves them-
selves and gave the poor the money thus saved.
It would be much more appreciated. Anyhow,
I do not think there will be a great demand
for tea-pot refuse.

Tea-T:saf Tobacco.

This tea-leaf idea, apparently, is fairly wide-
spread, and appears to take various forms. For
instance, it recently came to my notice that an
applicant for rclief in Wolverhampton was taken
to task by a certain gentleman for spending
money on tobacco, and was advised in all serious-
ness to smoke dried tea leaves. I am afraid
my education has been very sadly neglected.
An inveterate smoker, I have tried some weird
and wonderful ‘ smokes’ in my tfime. But
I must confess that, with all my experience,
I have never smoked dried tea leaves. 1 won-
der whethev the advocates of this extraordinary
smoke are sending their tea leaves to the frout
as an exceptional treat for our soldiers who are
asking for tobacco. Possibly, now we have to
pay more for our tea, they will smoke their own
tea leaves.

Beer v. Lime Juice and Second-hand Tea.

¢ Subdue your appetites!” To the well-fed
it may seem excellent advice. And we all know
that the half-starved man is the least capable
of bettering his own conditions. With subdued
appetites there might have been no Trade Unions,
no wages movements, no strikes—an excellent
prospect. But to get back to the subject of
Christmas and the war. It is a custom with
Boards of Guardians, at this time of the year,
to have lively debates on the Christmas beer of
their guests, but now there is a great war to
contemplate, it should be more exciting than
usual. There should be interesting debates as
to the respective merits of beer and lime juice,
and probably, second-hand tea. What is beer?
I have heard it said that there is good beer,
and beer not so good—but there is no bad beer.
Lime juice, lemonade, and other gaseous con-
coctions do not seem to be so highly favoured
in the matter of opinion regarding them. The
poet, enraptured, has been known to go into
ecstacies over ‘‘ glorious beer,” and his senti-
ments are certainly warm, even though his
English is not perfect. A glass of beer scems to
be regarded with affection, but, tell me, who is
there who would go into raptures over a butile
of lime juice and soda—a liquid which filleth
men with wind and self-righteounsness?  How-
ever, there is another aspect of Christmas diet
for the guardians of onr poor to contemypiate.

The Christmas Egg.

Having satisfactorily disposed of the question
of the Christmas beer, Boards of Guardians may
possibly  find something to interest them in the
following news paragraph :

The Lambeth Guardians veceived from the Poor Law
school a snggestion ibat, in order that the children
may have an opportunity of appreciating the position
of mnational alfairs, the usual practice of uHowing
cach child an egz on Christmas morning be :::ls;u:ndea
for this year. This was agreed to, and the comment
was nade that it was better for the children to go
without egzs than to give them cheap shop cggs.

One can imagine the approving nods with which
such a proposal would be received at a Board
meeting.  Quite right. How can a working
man appreciate anything unless his appetite is
subdued? How would it be possible for our

‘home to their more thoughtless fe

—Bunrn~s.

Oliver Twists to realise that we are engaged
in a struggle for national existence if they are
confronted with the overwhelming task of digest-
ing an incipient chicken? However, I agree with
Mr. Robert Blatchford, that in stopping the
children’s Christmas eggs ‘‘ these London patriots
have compelled themselves, as a point of honour,
to forego their own roast beef and Christmas
pudding, their own wines and cigars, just to bring

flow-cit-izens
the grim fact that we are at war!” T don’t
suppose for one moment that they will incon-
venience themselves in this way.

In Conclusion

I am glad to see that The Daily Citizen has
guaranteed that the children of the Lambeth
Union shall have their eggs as usual. It is a sad
commentary that even a shop egg at Christmas
should be considered an epoch-marking event;
but it is sadder still that there should be Feople
whose hearts are so hard that they would de-
prive the children of them. On the whole I
much prefer the idea of an extra treat for chil-
dren at Christmas time. It is the festival of
the Child, and one knows the pleasure with
which the kiddies look forward to Christmas. I
am very glad to note that an effort is being made
by a local evening paper to provide a few
luxuries for the children of soldiers and sailors
whose fathers are at the front. It is certainly
a more humane project than to deprive children
of anything, and one more likely to be remem-
bered. I leave my readers to place their own
construction on these remarks. To those who
advocate tea-leaves and no shop-eggs, I respect-
fully suggest they should try it themselves in
stead of the customary Yuletide banquet. It
would be interesting for them, no doubt, to
smoke tea-leal cigarettes and drink second-hand
tea, and thcy might then probably realise
what the war ineans to poor people, and they
might be induced to stop their ignorant med-
dling with the affairs of people who, poor
though they may be, are still endeavouring to
preserve their self-respect, and are quite as
sensitive as the ““ladies ** who endeavour to pat-
ronise them.

Recruiting.

I hear that the Wolverhampton Recruiting
Committee are making steady progress in the
matter of drawing up a scheme for recruiting.
In Wolverhampton there has been a slump in the
response to the Call to Arms, and I am told
that the recruiting authorities are inclined to
be despondent about the young men of Wolver-
hampton. For my own part 1 do not think it is
because they are unwilling, but that the gravity of
the position is not sufficiently realised by them.
The more hopeful reports received from both
Western and Kastern battle fronts have probably
imbued them with the idea that their assistance
is not necessary, and that the war will be over
before they can become proficient. This is borne
out, by events. ' After the retreat from Mons
and during the German advance on Paris there

. was a great rush of recruits eager to help to

resist the iide of German invasion, but since
things have been going on more satisfactorily
our young men have once more turned their atten-
tion to eommon-place things. They do not real-
ise that the danger is not yet past, and that
strenuous efforts have still to be put forth be-
fore the enemy is driven over the Rhine.
The greater the number of men who can be
placed nnder the command of Siv John French
the quicker this can be accomplished, and the
quicker this war will be brought to an end. On
the other hand a long drawn-out struggle is
likely to cost more, both in lives and money,
ia addition to the ever-present danger that the
tide may turn in favour of Germany and undo
all the efforts put forward by the brave men
who have fought up to now, many of whom have
laid down their lives in the cause of inter-
national liberty.

St. Patrick’s Re-union,

The St. Patrick’s Annual Re-union is always an
event worth noting. I take this opportunity of
reminding my readers that this year’s interesting
gathering is to take place at the Grand Theatre
on Friday, December 18. It consists of a children’s
entertainment and is described as the ** best treat
of the year.”” I have always enjoyed myself
when I have attended these re-unions, and I know
I am justified in looking forward to doing so
again.

GARDENING NOTES,

TIMELY HINTS FOR LOVERS OF THE SOIL

Continne to plant, transplant, and propagate
by division of the rcot. So long as open weather
permits get fooward with the work you would
have to do in the eatly spring. Complete the
pruning of all the hardier trees and those likely
to be affected by the frost may be left. Plants
are never entively at rest or stationary. Hence
those removed in November or December will
have almost made themnselves at home by March
or April, whereas if transplanted in March they
would liave more root-work still to do, besides
the spring and summer functions required of
them. If severe frost comes protect your plants
with looge Jitter. Well manure and protect your
beds of rhubarb. Towards end c¢f the month
plant shullots and potato-onions.

Tre Frowrr Garpex.—Precure and plant
rose-stocks for budding. See that they have well-
ripened wood, of whatever species they may be.
Dress well, and dig deep beds that have been
cropped with flowers durving the current year;
the beds must have manure and rotation of crops.
Divide and transplant stools of herbaceous
perenuials which have floweved finely; they will
not, as a rule, do so in the same place twice.

C.W.H,

Christmas Spirit.

—

AN APPEAL.

MANY arc the appeals issued ab
Christmas time in ‘* Sweet

Charity’s ” name, but this
Christmas the number has been con-
siderably augmented on account of
the war.

"It is not our intention to add to
them, but, in accordance with the
spirit of unmity prevailing at the
present time, we take this oppor-
tunity of drawing the attention of
our readers to two local funds worthy
of their support.

WHAT happier. thought eould
have occurred to anyone than
that, at the time we are cele-
brating the Festival of the Child, an
effort should be made to bring a
little sunshine into the existence of
those children whose fathers are
risking their lives for us on the
field of battle or on the seas? There
are over 3,000 of these little ones in
‘Wolverhampton.and the district, and
beeause their fathers are absent there
is a strong probability that they will
have to go without the little Christ-
mas pleasures they usually get when
their fathers arc abt home. The
public are asked to see that these
children shall not lose anything be-
cause their fathers have gone to fight
our battles. Is it too much to ask
that the children of men who have
given up home and comfort for us
shall be provided with a few toys?
We appeal to the pecople of Wolver-
hampton to send along a donation—
if only a copper or two—to the

FATHER CHRiSTMAS FUND

which is being organised by

“THE MIDLAND EVENING NEWS"”
_.:..EO,}.;..

HRISTMAS Day in the trenches
will not be nearly so eomfort-
able as Christmas Day at home,

with the best of diuners, the pudding,
tho sweets, wines, and cigars. That
goes without saying. Now, we want
to know whether there is a man in
Wolverhampton who will dare to
provide himself with Christmas
‘* gmokes ** while the man who is ia
the trenches making ib possible for
those at home {o be comfortable is
going without?  The Eaxpress and
Star are making a praiseworthy effort
to send our soldiers and sailors

A CHRISTMAS BOX

in the shapo of a pipe, tobaceo
pouch, tobacco, cigarettes, and
matehes, The entire cost of provid-
ing onc soldier or sailor with this
outfit is Is. 6d. For this sum
Tommy can be made content under
the soothing influence of his *“*baccy’
on Christmas Day. Don’t you think
this is a desecrving cffort? Well,
then, send your contributions,

marked ‘* Christmas,’ to the

“EXPRESS & BTAR.”

- 0034~

HE Christmas spirit is one of the
most beautiful things known to
us. Kveryone unbends a little
at Christmas time; cveryone likes
to hold out the hand of fellowship.
There is greater nced for this on this
oceasion,  Those parents who are
just now being told by their litfle
oncs what they want Father Christ-
mas to bring them arc asked to give
a thought to the mites who will be

. without fathers this Christmas-time.

Help to bring a little joy into their
hearts and you will feel well repaid

.by the knowledge that you have done

something to repay Tommy for his
efforts.

AND when you think of the chil-
dren let your thoughts wander

to the fathers out in France, or
on the storm-swept seas, who, maybe,
are thinking of the good times they
might have had this Christmas had
they been at home. Help to see
that he has at least a emoke, and if
he can meditate over his pipe that
you are looking after his children as
well, the burden will not be so hard
to bear. Let the Christmas spirit
reach your hearts and your pockets.
After all it is so little to give in
return to those who are giving us so
much.
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HOW LONG WILL
IT LAST?

By “ QUI VIVE.”
How long will the war last? It is the all-
absorbing guestion. It is the question that has
occurred to the anxious mother’s mind a
thousand times, as she thinks of her soldier
Iad away yonder in the firing line. How long
will the war last? How long can it last? BSome
of our brave men writing home from the front
a few days ago ventured to think that the war
would be over by Christmas. Christmas! I
thought, if we only dare hope so. Yet perhaps
thesp chaps know something. Just think of it.
Christmas, the season of poodwill; when we
celebrate the coming of the Prince of Peace.
- we could but think that this awful war,
hanging over the world like a hideous night-
mare, could be ended by Christmas, and that
in very truth we could say, ‘' Peace on earth,
goodwill to all men!” ?But why buoy one’s
self up with a false hope!? :
lénép writeué is lncli:;%}l ‘:o ft.lm ;.,ehefﬂ‘]' that
France and Belgium will be free from the in-
vader before February 1, 1915. Then the Allies’
most difficult task will commence.” Christmas,
indeed! In the Clarion of November 13, Mr.
Alex. M. Thompson writes : ‘* When I was in
France a fortnight ago the British officer . . . .
predicted that gthe ermans would be cleared
ont of French territory by Christmas. Since
then my yo relative has been constantly in
the thick of the severest ﬁghth of the war,
and he now writes that ¢ we shall not clear the
Germans out of %‘srance as early as I expected,
and we shall be lucky if we reach the Rhine
by spring’* How long will it last?

What German Militarism Stands For.

It may last for months, it may drag on into
the year of grace 1916, but it must not end
until the yoke of Prussian militarism bas been
broken, and the Prussian War Lords humbled
and humilisted. For until the Berlin bullies
have been brought to their knees it is useless
to dream of international brotherhood, or to
hope for universal peace. It is well that every
Britisher should understand clearly what Prus-
sian militarism stands for; should understand
that behind the violation of Belgium's neutrality
and the invasion of France was Germany’s lust
for world-power, and her ill-concealed hatred
of British aims and interests, and, her desire
once and for all to settle accounts with England.
The following is part of an extract from
ﬁuuz Zeitung, given in the Clarion of October

No honr has been ‘more ardently desired by us than
that of a reckoning with England. . . . . . We
must have satisfaction, and if ever a war should be
regarded as a judgment of God, it is this one. We
know end feel more every day that England is not
unconquerable.

And the same journal, in another issue, says,
among other things:

The nations of the world, too long ecowed by the
old-womanish sereechings of the British Press, by the
ecrpent-like bite of the Bribish lying diplomacy, will
right soon ackppwledge tle nobility of our great
Emperor and the eolid worth of an unshakable, iron-
willed Germandom.

German Duplicity.

Many members of the adult morning schools
will contrast the tone and spirit of the above
with the spirit of comradeship exhibited be-
tween members of these institutions belonging
to both countties, during an interchange of visits
& year or two ago. One recalls, too, the fra-
ternal spirit existing from time io time between
British and German trade unionists. Yet all
the time the Potsdam swashbucklers were
planning and preparing for a campaign of
pillage and slaughter ‘‘with the utmost
violence.”

One thing is very certain : that it is necessary
mot only to crush and subdue the brutal power
of Prussian militarism, and render even more
remote the possibility of an invasion of these
shores, but to force the nnwelcome truth upon
the German Junkers, eaten up with their own
conceit though they appear to be, that Britain
is to—daz what she has always been—a trust
friend, but a terrible foe, And how shall this
be brought about? Tt can best be brought
about by responding quickly to Lord Kitchener’s
appeal for ‘““more men, and still more men.”
But let there be no mistake. The Government
require men. It is estimated, I believe, that
another million men will be required. Men
who are ready and willing, if needs be, to risk
ia_ve}r)ythmg——homa and friends, and life and
imb.

Adequate Recompense Necessary.

If the young men of this, the wealthiest
counfry in the world, are prepared to risk their
all—even their life’s blood—in their country’s
defence, then those who have wealth ought to
be prepared to sacrifice that wealth in order
that these young men and those dependent upon
them may be adequately recompensed for the
service they render or the losses they may
sustain, X

For some weeks The Daily Citizen has been
carrying on a £l-a-week campaign. One pound
a week is not a copper too much for the man
who is willing to leave his job in order to serve
his country.” One pound a week is not a
ha’penny too much for the wife and kiddies he
leaves behind.

And surely, surely, with all our wealth, one
pound a week is not too much to offer the man,
whether he be married or single, who is totall
disabled whilst fighting for his country. It 1s
f?r every trade unionist to see to it that the
Government is compelled to make adequate, if
not generous, provision for sailors and soldiers
ependents.,

SCHOOL CHILDREN TO
BE FED.

'SCHEME ADOPTED BY WOLVER-
| HAMPTON EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

At the last meeting of the Wolverhampton
Education Committee the Canteen Sub-Com-
mittee submitted a scheme for the putting into
operation of the Education (Provision of Meals)
Acts, 1906 and 1914.

Although it was explained that on account of
the war, and the consequent calls on the private
purse, the voluntary system of feeding the
children had broken down, there were still five
members of the Committee in opposition, bat
eventually the scheme was adopted. _

Miss Pearson moved the adoption of the
report, and Councillor Clark seconded.

Father Darmony said the fact that such a
scheme was necessary at all was, in his opinion,
not much credit to this country. It was the
wrong method to give supplies to the father and
mother for the purpose of bringing up their
children. They should be assisted in another
way, and, to put it plainly, if the scale of wages
in this country was so low that it had to be
subsidised by the State in the manner indicated,
then it was a deplorable thing. He would say
distinctly that they must have a poor idea of
the majority of the poor people of this country
if they looked upon them as rogues, for his worlk
among the poorer classes had revealed to him
quite a different state of things.

Councillor Deanesly said he believed that
the primary duty of parents was to look after
their own children.  He would certainly vote
against the scheme.

The Mayor (Alderman Bantock) said it was
a far wiser and better thing for the State to
feed the children than to allow the children to
go_hungry. They were not going to rear
children in slums when they ought to be in
decent houses. The first duty of a parent, he
said, was to look after his children, and whero
the sob-committee could find a case of a person
who was not properly looking after his children,
he hoped they would be hard with them. He
had no sympathy with the person who spent
his money in gambling and drinking when he
ought to be putting it down the throats of his
children. He admitted they were ruaning risks,
but they had got to run risks for the sake of
the children, and the only solution of the diffi-
culty was to come npon the rates,

. After further discussion the scheme was
adopted, as stated, five members voting against.
The following 1s a summary of the main points of
the scheme : :

Summary of the Scheme.

The main factors in deciding whether or not meals
shall be regolarly provided shall be that the children
b{y reason of lack of food cannot take full advantage
of the education provided; that the total average in-
come of the hounschold for four frevious weeks (after
ded::ctln% the amonnt of the rent and one shilling for
insurance) does not exceed an amount represented by
3s. per head. Where the income is less than this
amount, and (a) the School Medical Officer certifies
that the child is underfed, or (b) the parent makes
written application for the children to be fed. Meals
shall be provided free, sihject to the discretion of the
Care Committee, in the case of (b).

Where the income is above the scale, or the weekly
dincome (irrespective of the size of the family) is 24a.
after deducting rent and insurance, menls shall not
be provided unless the School Medical Officer certifies
that the child is underfed. In the case of children
who are underfed, meals shall be provided and the
parents charged with the cost, In the event of the
amount not being paid, it shall be recovered hy pro-
ceedings in accordance with the Act. No child shall
be provided with dinper unfess the School Medical
Officer certifies that it is underfed and two meals are
necessary.

On receipt of an application the Head Teacher will
immediately supply breakfasts if there is any indica-
tion that the case is genuine, and notify the parents
of the intention to feed the child, aftérwards filling
up the Record Card and sending it to the office, in
order that the statements as to income may be verified
it possible, and medical examination made.

The cases will be reviewed periodically by the Care
Committee, who shall have the assistance of the
Attendance Officers and Nurses when required.

PROVISION OF MEALS.

BREARFASTS.—To be prepared at each school by the
caretakers under the supervision of the Care Committee,
and to consist of porridge, with bread and margarine,
or bread and jam, and milk and water or cocoa to
drink. In the event of the number of children to be
fed increasing to such an extent that it ia inconvenient
to prepare the breakfasts at the school, a Cookery
Centre will be established and meals delivered ready
to be served,

DINNERS.—The number: of dinners required will, in
all probability, be much less than the breakfasts, but
by reason of the extra preparation and cooking a
Centre will be necessary. Dinners will, for the present,
be provided at the Day Industrial School, and the
dietary at present in use there accepted for this pur-
pose. The meals will be served in the dining room,
gngnrlthe supervision of teachers from the Elementary

chonls.

SERVING OF BREARFASTS.—Breakfasts should be served
at 8-30 each school day (or every day if this is later
on found mnecessary) under the supervision of the
teachers in turm,

Some adult person will apportion the food, and
elder boys and girls, acting as monitors, will assist and
make themselves generally useful, These will be drawn
from the children receiving meals, or be approved
volunteers from the upper standards.

—— R ——

THE SEAK OF LIFE.
My boatv is launched upon the ocean tide,
%\’a placid lake, nor murky stream for me,
"Gainst adverse winds and whirling waves I'll

guide
My little craft, out to the open sea.

Away from treach’rous sands and shallow slime,
I'll meet the storm out where the water’s deep ;

With nothing 'twixt me and the Great Sublime.
To labour, and to laugh, and then—to sleep.

So; as I ride the storm, and laugh at fear,
I hear a sound that comes across the wave,
And I am not alone, for there iz near
Another soul, who scorns to be a slave.
B. E. T. Raxxer, in The Clarion.

VIVISECTION.

By H.0.J. :

This article is by way of killing two birds with
one stone

Following upon the Editor's request that I
would “write something”’ for the Worker, came
another call—to ‘“do something’’ in the cause
of Anti-Vivisection.

A busy man, with many calls upon my time
and thought, how better can I comply with my
friend’s request than by giving just a few of
the reasons why I support ¢the movement for the
abolition of Vivisection? ;

“Oh!" did I hear you say?! ‘‘ that’s just a
hobby for a few sweet old ladies and gentlemen
with nothing else to do!” My friend, don't
you believe it! When I tell you that men as
ardently devoted to the people’s movement as
George Lansbury, Bernard Shaw, and the late
Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace have all found time
and energy to fight in this cause, you need not
hesitate,. When I tell you, further, that Vivi-
scction intimately concerns you, closely affects
the health of you and your child, I am sure you
will not hesitate.

Vivisection for Profit.

Well, firstly, I oppose Vivisection experi-
ments on living animals, because I am a rebel,
an enemy to orthodoxy.

At present Vivisection is just one of those
fads of the orthodox, short-sighted pseudo-
scientist, which do as much as anything to
hinder progress in hygiene, and to stifie free
thought. Moreover, it pays cerfain capitalists,
notably the wholesale druggists and instrument
makers, who do a nice little trade with the
vivisectors, and who influence public opinion
through the Press, etc., ““in the good old-
fashioned way,” greatly to their profit !

Secondly, because it is unscientific and mis-
leading. In order to find out how to combat
ills and diseases most of which are resnlts of our
unscientific system of society, the vivisectors in-
dulge in an unscientfic method of tnvestigation.
How can any true knowledge accrue? In order
to find out the result of shock upon a man’s
system they dash a dog down from an upper-
storey window on to iron railings far below!
Logic? Besides, are not the hospitals full of
human wictims of shock, the spoils of our
shocking industrial conditions? Of what use—
of what need—is the poor dog?

And that suggests my third objection : That
Vivisection is outrageously unjust and abomin-
ably ecruel. The victims of this black arb suffer
unspeakably, either during or after the experi-
ments, and they have no choice, no freedom, in
the matter., Further, they cannot even voice
their protest. Unlike their human kindred, they
cannot rebel againust injustice and cruelty. Will
not you speak up for them?

But T said just now that this matter closely
concerns you and your child.

Children Innoculated with Filthy Disease.

Do you know that not only have several vivi-
sactors suggested using criminals for the purposes
of experimentation (living victims, mind you!);
bot more than ope scientist(?) has confessed to
having used children and hospital patients fbr
their vile purposes! A Japanese doctor in
America has, on his own admission, innoculated
nearly 200 children with that beastly disease—
Syphilis—and acknowledges ‘' the courtesy and
collaboration" of the wvarious physicians in
charge of the institutions which supplied the un-
willing, unsuspecting human victims,  These
children, of course, are always of the poor class;
often *‘ charity children.”” Does this concern
you! Are you willing to let these devils pursue
their hellish trade any longer?

As Dr. Perks says: ‘The root causes of
disease are found in Social laws and customs
which are wnjust and cruel.”” So the vivisector
sets out to cure disease by means of more injus-
tice and more cruelty. They say we anti-vivi-
sectionists are “‘suffering from delusions.”” We
are, in company with the rest of Society. But
they are the delusions of those who think they
can cure mankind by poisoning it, and who think
that the way to peace and health is through
hideous crime and misleading superstition !

And when you consider that all this cruelty,
this injustice, this false science, this diabolical,
cold-blooded tampering with helpless sentient
creatures, human and sub-human, is froitless and
barren of any good, you must feel a thrill of
horror at the waste and the folly of it all.

Eve Claude Bernard, perhaps the ‘‘ greatest ”’
vivisector of them all, confessed with a shrug of
weariness, that ‘his hands were empty of all
but—promises I"”” We know what * promises’
are worth!

No let us get back to the simpler, kindlier
spirit of an earlier day, seeking our highest good
through true education and unselfish search for
Truth.

Man ! be human! in thy pleasures,
Shun the cost of others pain;

Count amongst thy own best freasures
All the joy that others gain. . , .

. + .. Bound by pify, kindness, beauty,
Serve thy race—in Liberty.

{ FREE MEDICAL ATTENDANCE

FOR DEPENDENTS OF SOLDIERS
AND SAILORS.

Sacrifices are demanded to-day from all sections
of the community, and the response has indeed
been gratifying, but we doubt whether any sec-
tion has made greater sacrifices than the medical
profession. Large numbers of doctors are serv-
ing with the colours, in the noblest of all causes,
the cause of humanity, of whatever nationality.
While so many of their profession have gone
abroad those left at home are looking after their
practices in their absence. In addition to this we
are glad to be able to record the generosity of
the profession in Wolverhampton in agreeing to
give free medical assistance to the dependents of
soldiers and sailors. This is undoubtedly as fine
an example of patriotism as could be brought
forward, and we take the opportunity of publish-
ing a list of doctors giving free medical assist-
ance. Subjoinéd is also a list of chemists who
have been equally ready to offer their services.

All persons requiring free medical assistance
should apply to the Soldiers and Sailors Families’

ociation, Molineux Hall, where they will be
provided with a medical book and instructions.
It should be noted that the patient must go to his
or her usual doctor (if on their list) or the doctor
on the list whose surgery is nearest the patients’
house. It is pointed out that the medical aftend-
ance available under these arrangements does nob
include attendance at confinement.

List of Doctors.

BANKIBR, A M., M.D., 152, Waterloa-rd.

Bates, Wu., Esq., Wednesfield and Heath Town.

BruNTON, @. M., Esq.,, Knox-rd,

BRAuNE, A. E., M.B., Quecn-st,
BrowN, W, M., M.B,, 58t. Paul's-ter.

BULGER, A. J,, Esq., Ettingshall Lodge.

CARTER, A. H., M.D., Waterloo-rd.

CHAMBERS, W. R. Esq., Waterloo-rd., Bilston-rd.
CLARRE, H. R. 8., Esq., Goldthorn-hill and Dudley-rd,
CoLeEMAN, K. H., M.D., Slade-hill.

COuRE, F. A., M.D., Tettenhall. 4
COWARD, Esq., Bushbury-lane.

F. A,
CRrAIG, T.C., M.I

., Tettenhall-rd. and Newhampton-rd.
DaviDsoN, J.

. Esq., Snow-hill.
Gatsrarte, T. H., M. George-st.
Grour, JNo., Eaq., Bahfx-rd.
Hamp, J. W., J.P., Penn-rd. and Poole-st.
Hancock, H. R., Esq., Rectory-ter.
Hunr, A. H. W., Esq., Tettenhall-rd. and Tettenhall,
JOoBERNS, W., M.B., Newhampton-rd.
JOo¥Nes, F. W., Esq., Victoria-rd, Fallings-park.
LYCETT, J. A, M.D., Tettenhall.
McGRENAHAN, W. P., Esq., Cleyeland-rd.
McNEmL, Miss I L., M.B., Tettenhall-rd.
MCTURE, J. N., M.D., Tettenhall and Tettenhall-rd.
ManN, D., M.B., Tettenhall-rd,
MuUNRO., 8. A, M.B., King-st.
Muspratt, E. L. C., Egq., Penn-rd,
MERCER, W. 8., Esq., Lea-rd.
O'BRIEN, J. J., M.D., Heath Town.
O’MEARA, JoSEPH, Esq., Oaklands-rd, and Dudley-rd.
Quinn, F. K. B., Esq., Stafford-st,
Ruopeg, J. H., B.M., Dudley-rd.
Somersgr, W. R., M.B,, Waterloo-rd.
SeackMaN, H. R., Esq., Penn Fields.
SrockweLl, J. F., Esq.,, Heath Town,
SparN, €. M., Esq.,, Penn-rd,
TurToN, F. R., M.B., Waterloo-rd.
WINTER, W, H. T., Esq., Compton-rd.
WoLvVERSON, J. A., Esq., Tettenhall-rd.
List of Chemists,
BowDLER, E. H., 164, Stafford-st.
Boots, LiMitep, 7 and 8, Queen-st.
Boors, LisMirep, Chapel Ash.
COLEMAN, J. H., 7, Worcester-st.
¥uLows, H., 47, Worcester-st.
GiesoN, F. J., 93, Darlington-st.
Haul, E. E., 293, Tettenhall-rd,
Lowg, Limiten, 2, Bilston-rd.
MARTYN’S STORES, all local branches.
Marwow, A. E., 172, Owen-rd.
NEeEDHAMS, LIMITED, 365, Newhampton-rd.
PHiLLIPS, 8., 8, Lichfield-st.
READE, L. J.. 71, Lichfield-st.
READE BROTHERS LIMITED, 82, Victoria-sg.
WiLLcock, F. A., 71, Victoria-st.
WARNER, M. R., Chapel Ash.
WARNER, C., 106, Stafford-rd.

TEE CALL.

Magnificent Response by Trade Unionists.

There can be no question as to the manner in
which the organised workers have rallied to the
national call, thousands having thrown up their
jobs to serve their country. Four thousand mem-
bers of one Union alone have enlisted. The
much-maligned Trade Unionists have demon-
strated once again that when it comes to courage
and sacrifice they are the men. In peace times
they do the work, in war times they do the fight-
ing. Such is their lot. But we must ses to it
that all this sacrifice and bloodshed is-not in
vain. Our brothers who have gone to the front—
many, alas, never to return !—are giving of their
best in the fond belief that out of all the misery
good will come. Let us see to it that they are
not mistaken. We must be jealous of cur liber-
ties and our faith in the final triumph of the
democracy. The position swon by the Trade
Unions must be well maintained. Otherwise, the
sacrifice will have been made to mno purpose.
Those who return from the war to take their
place in the ranks of the industrial army must
come back to a position equally as good, if not
better, as regards rates of pay and hours of labour
as the one which they left.

————————— -
PATRIOTISM AND TEN PER CENT.

The art of patriotic zeal
Includes uncharted factors,

It finds the current cost of steel
Expanded by contractors.

Ii sacrifice be good for men,
A loyal occnpation

Is theirs who add to hardship.
Let’s up and bleed the nation!

A.W. in the Daily Chrenicle.
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