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GUARANTEED CIRCULATION, 17,000.

FREE, ONE SHILLING
PER ANNUM,
e

VISIT THE

PICTURE HOUSE

VICTORIA STREET,;

OR THE

COLISEUM

DUDLEY ROAD,
THE
TWO RECOGNISED HALLS
FOR SHOWING THE

World's Best Pictures

UNDER

IDEAL CONDITIONS.

JOIN THME LL.P.

Subscriptions :~—
Men, 4d; Women, 2d. per mon h,

Particulars upon application to Secretary,
I.L.P. ROOMS, DUDLEY STREET.

AMALGAMATED SOCIETY OF
ENGINEERS.
BRANCH MEETINGS held on Saturday Even-
ings as follows:—
No. 1—TOWN HALL HOTEL.
» 2—VINE HOTEL.
,, 3—LABOUR ASSEMBLY ROOMS.
,, 4—LABOUR ASSEMBLY ROOMS.
35, QUEEN SQUARE, WOLVERHAMPTON.

TIN PLATE WORKERS' SOCIETY.
Offices :—BLACK AND WHEITE BUILDINGS,
28, DARLINGTON ST., WOLVERHAMPTON,
Benefits : Unemployment, Sick, Dispute, 'uneral,

Pension. .
Membership, 1,000; Funds, £5,000.
' Claims paid on Friday Fvenings from
7-30 to 8-30.
C. SMITH, Secretary.

THE DUDLEY-ROAD
OLVERHAMPTON AND GENERAL
£25 MONEY SOCIETY, LIMITED.

WE ADVANCE UroN APPROVED SECURITY.

£9 REPAYABLFE by easy Instalments extending over
21 months. TOTAL COBT, £1 %

£] 8 REPAYABLE 9 /@y per wesk,
e TOTAL COST, £4 18
£36—REPAYABLE 5/_ per week.
TOTAL COST, £9 16s.
OTHER AMOUNTS BY ARRANGEMENT.
Period of Repayment being 3 YEARS and 6 MONTHS
All business transacted privately and expeditiously.
For further particulars apply to the Secretary,

J. RUSSELL JARVIE, OLD OHURCH STEPS,
EXCHANGE STREET, WOLVERHAMPTON.

HEALTH WITHOUT DRUGS!

We SELL HEALTH FOODS which
GET you well and KEEP you well.

We GIVE Health Advice Free.

3, COMPTON ROAD,

CHAPEL ASH.

ARTHUR BARNETT
The LADIES & GENTS' TAILOR.

Try ME for your next
SUIT OR COSTUME.
Satisfaction Guaranteed,
Everything Made on the Premises.
6, BROAD STREET.

SAMUEL HYDE.

FRUIT AND POTATO DEALER,

Removed from JAMESCON STREET to
Corner of JACKSON & LOWE STREETS

English Rabbits Daily.

P. KIRNER,
Watch and Clockmaker, Jeweller, etc.,
63, WORCESTER ST.
(opposite Temple St.)

REPAIRS A SPECIALITY.

LABOUR ASSEMBLY ROOMS.
To Let for Public Meetings, Whist Drives,
and Social Gatherings.
Apply to Agent : J. WHITTAKER, 35, Queen

Squere, Wolverhampton.

LABOUR'S LEAD.

TRADES COUNCIL AND THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY.

PATRIOTIC

EXAMPLE.

The special meeting of the Woelverhampton

Trades and Labour Council, held on the 3lst |

ult., was undoubtedly the most important in
the history of the Council. :

The meeting fully realised the unprecedented
position now facing Labour and the Nation as
a whole, and rose to the occasion in a memorable
manner. Clear and decisive resolutions were
carried on almost every question involved, and
these will give a definite lead to all concerned.

It was no easy matter to deal with the attitude
to be taken up by Labour in regard to the
needs of the Army, but the question was faced
boldly and discussed from all points of view

upon the following resolution :

That, having given full consideration to the decision
of the Natiomal Labour Party to join in a campaigu
to strengthen the British Army, this Trades Couneil
hereby records its approval of that decision, and agrees
to assist in carrying it into eflect. 1t further agrees
to place the Labour Assembly Roows at the disposal
of the organisers of the National Campaigh, and urges
all young men who are free from family responsibilities
to pgive earnest consideration to the national appeal
for their services. e

Mr. A. G, Walkden (prospective Labour can-
didate for Wolverhampton West) drew attention
to the decision of the National Labour Party
agreeing to join in a campaign to strengthen
the Army and recommending affiliated bodies
to give all possible local support. Mr. Wallkkden
stated that information had reached the Party
during the previous week which convinced them
of the absolute necessity of the course adopted.
They all deplored the war and were entitled to
independent opinions regarding the various
causes that might have contributed towards
bringing it about, but the fact they had to face
was that they had the war before them and
were bound to be affected by its results. What
Robert Blatchford had written on the matter
for vears past was coming true, and it was of
the ~utmost importance that the aggressive
onslaught of the German military caste should
be turned back and the Napoleonic ambitions
of the Kaiser destroyed for ever.

After considerable discussion the resolution
was carried. The action of the Trades Council
in offering the Labour Assembly Rooms for the
purposes of the National Campaign cannot be
too strongly commended. They have indeed
shown themselves patriots in the truest sense of
the word.

THE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS.

Labour Party Lead the Way to Avoid Political
Strife.

The question of the municipal elections in
November was considered, and here again the
Trades Council were to the fore in a movemenb
which will entail a great sacrifice. There was
no doubt that the active propaganda of the
Party, the consistent advocacy of Housing and
Town Planning, Direct Labour, School Clinics,
Feeding of School Children, and the many other
proposals which the Labour Party have put
forward had won them general support, and
there was every prospect that in normal times
they would have achieved a great victory at the
polis. Notwithstanding that active preparations
had been made to contest many seats, the Trades
Clouncil felt that no matter what the loss may
be they conld not bring political contests on
the public at an anxious time like the present.
Therefore they passed the following resolution :

That in view of the present exceptional state of
national affairs and the desirability of all parties and
classes uniting for the supreme purpose of dealing
with ull emergencies arising from the war, this Trades
Council is strongly of opinion that it would be in-
advisable for time, cflort, and money to be spent at
this juncture in municipal elections, and suggests to
the Executive of the local Labour Representation Com-
mittee that, in spite of the fact that it has arrange-
ments jn hand for contesting several wards, it should
invite the other political puartics to comg L0 an agree-
ment with the L.R.C. to avoid contests, on the under-
standing that sitling members of the Town Council
who are duc to retire this autumn be returned without
opposition in each case.

The Execntive Committee of the ILabour
Representation Committee immediately met and
accepted the suggestion of the Trades Council,
and steps have been taken to come to an agree-
ment with other parties to avoid contests.

TRADE UNIONS AND THE WAR.

A Warning to the Workers to Stand by Their
Organisations.
< What we have we hold !’ was the keynote
of the discussion on another subject of import-
ance to all trade unionists. The resolution was
as follows :

That this Trades Council, recognising the exeephional
difficultics that are likely to be met with hy all Trade
Unions during the period of the war, urges the members
to maintain their support of their respecbive Unions,
and to do everything possible to strengthen their

organisations in view of the necessity of uphoiding the |

Trade union standards of hours and wages which would
otherwise be liable to become impaired during the time

that large numbers of workers are anemployed. Further,
this Council urges all Unions to use every endeavour
to prevent the working of overtime in oceupations that
have members unemployed; also to arrangeM where
necessary, for work to he shared round on the part-
t.irnet principle, in order t0 minimise total unemploy-
ment,

Instances were quoted where employers during
the war had requested men to work overtime
at ordinary rates of pay, and even where em-
ployers had been asked to accept a reduction
in wages.

There is no doubt that in consequence of the
enormous strain on the resources of the trade
unions consequent on the vast amount of un-
employment benefit which is being paid out at
the present time there is a grave danger of

them being seriously weakened. Therefore it

behoves every trade unionist to stand by his
union and not give anything away in a moment
of panic. By relinquishing trade union prin-
ciples they are endangering their position for
all time.

Far better is it that some amicable arrange-
ment as to sharing work should be come to than
accepting reductions in wages or causing men
to be discharged. The resolution was carried
unanimously.

OTHER MATTERS.

The Oitizens Commitiee—Unemployment Caused
by Voluntary Workers—Feeding of School
Children.

Other important resolutions were carried, the
significance of which will be apparent.

In regard to the Citizens’ Committiee, sur-
prising accounts were given of shameful
attempts to debar Labour from representalion.
The resolution was as under :

That this meeting of the Wolverhamptgn Trades and
Labour Council emphatically protests against the per-
sistent altempts of the Local Authorities to exclude
working men and women from the Citizens’ Committec,
and partieuwlarly from its Executive; regards the pro-
portion of eighteen out of one hundred and forty-four
of the General Committee oand one out of twenty-six
on its Executive as being utterly inadequate, and
instructs the secretary to take the matter up further
with the Local Government Board. The meeting fur-
ther expresses its strong opinion that a continuance
of the exclusion of which the Trades Council has
repeatedly complained will undoubtedly militate against
the success of the important work to be undertaken
by the Citizens' Committee.

Voluntary Workers and Unemployment.

The futility of well-to-do ladies attempting
to relieve distress by doing work which might
profitably be undertaken by women thrown out
of work was pointed out. Doing this class of
work only results in further unemployment, and
everyone will agree with the resolution carried
by the Trades Council :

That this Trades Coubeil views with apprehension
the proposal that voluntary helpers from the well-to-do
classes should undertake work that might otherwise
be carried out hy viiemployed tailoresses, seamsiresses,
laundresses, and others (including the wives of men
now serving with the colours), and urges that such
workers should be engaged by the Public Commitiees
with the view of minimising unemployment. Further,
that ladies who wish to help towards mitigating dis-
tress cansed by the war should assist in the house-to-
house visitation work that needs to pe undertuken by
the various Ward Relief Committees.

Feeding of School Children.

The remaining item of business was the feed-
ing of school children. Although the Education
Committes have decided to put the Act into
operation ‘¢ when necessary,”” anyone who takes
the trouble to inquire for himself can come to
no other conclusion that the time is vipe for the
adoption of the Act, as suggested by the
Council’s resolution :

That this meeting of the Trades and Labour Council
calls upon the Local Education Committee to pul the
Amended Act for the Feeding of School Children into
operation immediately in view of the acute neeessities

of the little ones whose fathers have responded to the

call to the colours, or have been thrown out of em-
ployment in consequence of the war,

Frak J. TUSTIN,

PRINTER
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CLARENCE STREET

(Back of DARLINGTON STREET, 1
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Wear S.M. Co. Shirts,

JACKETS, OVERALLS, etc.

They WEAR WELL and ars
TOP VALUE

Made by
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44 VICTORIA ST.

Between Skinner St. and Salop St.

THE WOLVERHAMPTON
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY

The Present members may rest assured
that every effort will be made by the
Management to keep them supplied with
their regular weekly supply of goods,
of the best quality obtainable, and at
prices consistent with the circumstances
prevailing, throughout this most unfor-
tunate crisis.

The finances are exceed-
ingly healthy and no fears need be en-
tertained in this direction, and through
such an exceptional time as this members
will doubly realise the advantage of be-
ing a member of this Society.

When the crisis is over we hope the ob-
ject lesson our Society has given to this
town and district will stimulate all
workers to a sense of their own personal
benefit in becoming members. Our bene-
fits to workers are incalculable, both in
time of War and Peace.

CENTRAL STORES,
STAFFORD ST.;

or any Branches which are situabted at

NEWHAMPTON, OWEN or DUDLEY
ROADS ; WALSALL STREET,
WILLENHALL; or SHAW ROAD,
BUSHBURY.

THE

BEST TEA

BARRINGTONS’

Electric Liniment
A Powerful, Searching,
Stimulating Application

TOUCHES THE SPOT LIKE AN ELECTRIC

SPARK.

In Bottles at 41d., 74d,, and 1/14d,

LOWE, LTD.

BILSTON ROAD, DUDLEY ROAD, AN
ETTINGSHALL, WOLVERHAMPTON.

Advertise in the * Wolverhampton Worker."

{ Pree circulation, 17,000 monthly. Read by al

classes. Estimates given for large space and

long terms, ,
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S5 asimilar to our own.

THE WOLVERHAMPTON WORKER.

SerTEMBER, 1014,
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THE PEOPLES BREAD IS

Superior in Quality to any other.

TRY A LOAF TO-DAY.

The Wolverhampton School of

Commerce and Training School
¥ ; FOR
SHORTHAND TYPISTS.

Prapares Students for Sitnatione in all kinds of
Professional and Business Offices as

Bhorthand Writers, Typists, Book-keepers,
; Ete.

OPEN DAY AND EVENING.
l The demand for Qualified Students of the School is
greater than the supply.

ALL PARTICULARS FREE.

WATERLOO ROAD.

Telephone 114,

THE CENTRAL,
4, BROAD STREET,
For All that’s Newest in
MEN'S WEAR.
SPLENDID SELECTION IN

FELT HATS, CAPS, SHIRTS, TIES,
FANCY SOCKS, Etc.

SEE OUR WINDOWS FOR VALUE.

4, BROAD STREET. 4.
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LABOUR AND THE WAR.

Since our last issue was sent to press there
has burst over Kurope an unprecedented war-
storm that overshadows all other human
activities and compels the recognition of new
responsibilities and the undertaking of tasks
for which previously there appeared to be no
real necessity. Forty days ago the eivilised
world was going on with its work in the
ordinary way, and we, in common with other
reformers in all lands, were striving for the
peaceful realisation of our aims and ideals.
Our fellow-workers in the German Labour
Movement were hoping that, in due time, by
peaceful political action, they would be able
to overthrow the system of Conscriptionist
Militarism and Imperialism which has for so
many years impeded the progress of the
workers and crushed them with its tremendous
burden of armaments. They were making
good headway and gathering support from all
classes of the people, in spite of opposition
and persecution. The Kaiser and his satel-
lites bitterly disliked the movement, and, for
the unpardonable offence of lése majesté, im-
prisoned many a progressive editor for the
most moderately-expressed sentiments that
were deemed to be unfasourable to the ideals
of the Junker clique and their Tmperial ag-
¢ gressiveness. Had thev been given sufficient

time, the leaders of the German Labour Mo se-

ment would undoubtedly have secured enough
public support to have enabled them to carry
out reforms that would have changed the
German system of government, with its auto-
cratic bureaucracy, to a democratic system
But the Kaiser, by reck-
lessly throwing all Hurope into war, has
created a situation that not only destroys for
! the time being all prospect of social and
political reform in Germany, but compels the
whole of the people of the nations with whom
he is at war to concentrate their encrgics with
united determination to overthrow him and
, his ambitious and brutal system of militarism
‘ for ever. Until this is accomplished the

International Labour and Peace Movement

will be. unable to act cfectively, and we

entircly agree with the view that, so far as

England is concerned, this is a War for

Frocdnm in ite hichoot canca -

THE CRISIS.

By QUI VIVE,

I have just been reading the opening chap-
ters of a book written by two Irench writers
descriptive of the French people just about a
hundrved years ago. To read this little book
makes one feel inexpressibly sad, and yet, at
times, unutterably glad.  For it portrays so
clearly the glorious possibilities of a nation af
peacc, and yet again, the awful consequences,
the terrible carnage, the absolute desolation of a
nation at war. Just two extracts will suffice :

People had suffered so much misery for
years and years—they had go many times
feared being taken by the conscription and
never coming back again—they were so tired
of all these battles, and all that glory, of these
captured cannon, and the singing of Te Deum
for victories, that the universal wish was to
live in peace. , . , the workmen, the
peasants, and the citizens in a mass, cried,

‘Long live peace’! . . . peace had come

back. Nobody thought of wishing for war

then ; people knew that a saw or a

plane did better work than a cannon; every-

one knew how many tears and how much
labour it costs to repair in ten years the mis-
chief the bombshells can do in two minutes,

That was in 1814, and then the other side :
Then—

Attention! receive cavalry! and almost
immediately we saw a mass of red dragoons on
grey horses sweeping along like the mind ; all
our men who had straggled were sabred with-
out mercy. . . . This was one of the most
terrible moments of my life . , , their
strokes came down like lightning . . , for-
tunately for me, Sergeant Rabot was next,
and he it was who received the horrible
deluge of blows. . . . His blood fell upon
me hike rain. At last he sank down. I had
still my gun loaded, and seeing one of the
dragoons marking me from afar, and leaning
forward to make a thrustat me, I shot him
down point blank. . . What a terrible
thing i1s a battle! . . ., Within ten minutes
seven hundred dragoons were disabled ;
but three thousand of our men lay stretched
in the valley. . . One would have thought

‘that the lives of men were of no value,
—And now.

Such was the state of affairs on the Continent
in 1815. Such, unhappily, is the sad state of
affairs on the Continent at the present time.
Except that man has become more devilish in
taxing his ingenuity to devise machines for the
destruction of his fellow creatures. 1 wonder
what the nations of Europe will be doing a hun-
dred years hence—in the year of grace, 2,015!
And just what they will be doing very largely
depends upon the future attitude of the peoples
of the earth towards war. When the democracies
are able to recognise that they ‘‘are the real
sinews of war’’; when they are sufficiently
educated to break the power ef the cliques that
engineer war for their own sordid ends, and for
the lust of power, then, and not until then, will
the possibilities of the awful hellish carnage and
butchery be swept away.

In the present case, for instance, the demo-
cratic countries—France and England —did not
want war, yet the ‘“mailed fist of swaggering
German Jingoism '’ has thrown Enrope into a
positive ferment, presenting a veritable inferno.

The Cost.

But England is at war and it behoves every
true-born Britisher to do his level best, whatever
that term may imply, to make the effects of the
war fall just as lightly as possible upon all con-
cerned. That this war-has, and will continue to
affect our life as a nation, from the richest to
the poorest, from the wealthiest peer to the
poorest peasant, is all too apparent. We shall
have to pay dearly, not only in flesh and blood,
and nerve and muscle and sinew on the battle-
field, but in toil and sacrifice and hardship here
at home. 'Thevefore, the true spirit of brother-
hood ought to prevail. The problem which pre-
sents itself to the people at the present moment is
how to purchase the necessaries of life at almost
prohibitive prices; with a seriously depleted

_purse.

The suggestion of utilising every available
inch of spare ground for the cultivation of vege-
tables, ete., cannot be too strongly emphasised.
And here again both the Government and
municipal authorities might come to the aid of
those who are unfortunately thrown out of em-
ployment, by providing suitable plots of ground,
and assisting those desirous of cultivating the

NOTES AND COMMENTS

By the CHIEL.

A chiel’'s amang ye takin’ notes,
An’ fath, he’ll prent em.—BURNs.

Since I last penned my notes a startling change
has come over affairs.  No longer do we hear
the clash of party strife, no longer the bicker-
ings of the politicians, but instead we see on all
hands a united people, with one common object,
one topic of conversation, and one appeal. “Ad-
versity maketh strange bedfellows,” it is said,
and one might add that a common danger has
the same effect. ~The terrible calamity which
has befallen Europe has banished for the time
being all differences of opinion, and to-day we
find Conservatives, Liberals, Labour men, and
Socialists occupying one common platform, with
the object of calling upon our population to ve-
spond fo the nation’s call.

My Position.

I have often had to write and speak against
war; all my energies in the past have been in
the direction of international peace. I have
denounced armaments, and all that has to do
with militarism, and to-day my task is doubly
hard. Though still an advocate of international
peace and disarmament, I am compelled to join
in the appeal to the young men uF our country
to take their places in the ranks of those who
have gone out to resist the menace of German
militarism.  In doing so I want to keep clear
of anything that savours of flambuoyant Im-
perialism. To me the words ¢ British Empire ™’
have no other meaning than that it represents the
democratic civilisation for which our forefathers
fought in other spheres than on the battlefield.
This British civilisation and the civilisation of
South-Western Europe is menaced by the ever-
greedy maw of despotism, represented by the
Kaiser and the German military autocracy, and
because I think of what might happen 'if the
Kaiser were to be allowed to ride roughshod over
the face of Europe I join with others in the hope
that this war might be fought to a successful con-
clusion by the Allies, and the power of military
despotism in Germany killed for ever.

Not the German People, :

I realise that we are not fighting the German
people. The unfortunate fact is that the workers
of Germany have never had the power to over-
throw the War Party. The democratic fran-
chise has never existed in Germany, and the
worker has been kept under the heel of the
tyrants. He is merely a pawn in the militarists’
game. The pity of it is that in the nation’s
quarrels it is always the worker who sheds his
blood, always the worker who suffers, and al-
ways the worker who pays. But the country
is at war—and is settling the differences in the
only way that. has been recognised, or that can
now be applied. Some day—perhaps when this
war is concluded—a saner system will manifest
itself. It will then be the duty of the working
class to say they will have no more of the secret
diplomacy which breeds these terrible conflicts—
ny more of the making of instruments of destruc-
tion for private profit; that they who shed their
blood to settle the nation’s quarrels shall know
what is going on and what they are committed
to, and that if it is necessary for the nation
to be armed, then the nation only, and not the
profiteers shall control the manufacture of ar-
maments.

South Staffordshire.

But the war is upon us. There is no time now
to inquire into causes; the country is menaced
by a danger it has never before had to face.
Realising this I join myself with those who are
appealing for men to volunteer and save the
nation from the calamity which threatens it. I
shall not appeal in vain. Already it is a source
of pride that South Staffordshire has completed
the first battalion of the new army called for by
Lord Kitchener. More men are needed, and I
confidently believe that they will come along.

Two Alternatives.

1 caunot too strongly impress npon my readers
the urgency of the situation. The working class
are face to face with two alternatives; the one,
of course, is to volunteer, the other to he com-
pelled to join the Colours. The Capitalist Press
of the country is clamouring for comscription,
and there is no doubt that unless recruiting
goes on faster than at present we shall have it
imposed upon us. Once we allow that to come
about we shall never get rid of it. I believe
that volunfary enlistment is for the length of the
war or three years—that is to say that if the
war lasts only a few weeks or months the vol-
unteer will be enabled to return to civilian life,
or ab the end of three years, if the war lasts
over that period.

Information for Wives.

The following extracts from Lord Kitchener’s
Appeal will be of intevest to wives of volunteers :

“ Married rhen who join for the duration of the
war are entitled, from the day of their attesta-
tion, to separation allowance for their wives and
childven over and above their pay, at the fol-
lowing rates :

For the wife, 1s. 1d. a day or 7s. 7d. a week.

For each child, 2d. a day or 1s. 2d. a week.

Those living in the London Postal Areca ave
allowed 3s. 6d. a week extra.

All married soldiers who are eligible for
separation allowance are, when serving abroad,
obliged to allot at least 3s. 6d. a week out of
their pay to their wives, and more if they
have childven, and can, of course, allot still
maore.

Thus, if a man has a wife and three children,
they will get a separation allowance of 11s. 1d.
a week, or 14s. 7d. in London. If he allots
them 9d. a day or 5s. 3d. a week, they will
have 16s. 4d. altogether (19s. 10d. in Lon-
d(m) and will, of course, be free of the vapense
of keeping hum.

“The widows of those who die on active ser
vice will receive, subject to certain qualifications,
pensions at various rates “from bs. to 10s o

JOTTINGS. 1

I am pleased to record the fact that Master
William Adamson, son of Mr. W. M. Adamson
and Mrs. Adamson, so well known in the Trade
Union and Labour movément, has taken g
scholarship under the Wolverhampton Education
Committee. The scholarship is tenable for four
years at the Wolverhampton Grammar School.

A newsboy was challenged the other Sunday
for demanding a penny, instead of the ordinary
price (ha’penny), for a special edition.

“What !’ he exclaimed. ¢ Yo' a ‘trade-
amyist’? If y’are, don’t yo' charge double fer
Sundeys? *?

Verily, what's good for the—

It is se very rarely I find any use for the
soldier that I think I ought to record the fact
right here that during a brief holiday, just
prior to the commencement of the war, I real-
ised the value of Tommy Atkins when suddenly
finding myself suspended in an unusual and peril-
ous position.

I was indulging in a little climbing of the
cliffs at Folkestone, quite alone, unguided, and
without having received any forewarning as to
possible danger, and my exploits had so far
proved highly successful until, approaching a
particularly deceptive ledge, 1 became stranded
in such a position as to be unable to move either
to the left or right, buck or front, with safety.

Having put a cheerful conrage on I signalled
towards the beach, and succeeded from my high
altitude in attracting a fellow-creature who was
to be congratulated upon not being so ‘* high
in the world.”

The ery for help went forth. Coastgnards-
men were not at hand, so it was decided by the
people who had gathered below to seek the
soldiers stationed some distance away.

In time two of the kharki men arrived with a
stout rope, and it having been lowered dexter-
ously ‘into my hands I was bidden to descend
with face towards the cliff.

I should probably have met with an untimely
end but for this prompt action.

What a dreadful thing it is, however, that so
vast a body of men as that which forms our
Army should be usually more concerned about
destroying life than anything else—to kill is
their grim calling ! .

I stated in this column last month, when re-
ferring to the subject of holidays, that some
of the Trade Unions insist upon a week’s respite,
with pay, once a year,

A railway clerk has since reminded me that
the Railway Clerks’ Association, of which M.
Walkden is the admirable general secretary,
has helped to secure the condition that all
workers on the railways receive at least a fort-
night, with foll pay, every year.

Our doughty Labour champion, T know, is
anxious that this principle should be extended
to all other occupations, and will give his whole-
hearted support in this dirvection in the future,
both inside and outside of Parliament.

When a razor has seen long service and no
longer presents a keen edge it is a good plan
to put it away for a few weeks and it will be
found the edge will come back of its own accord.

While, probably, many of my readers are fully
acquainted with this practice, I repeat it be-
cause I imagine it conlains a moral,

What a robust people we might be if we would
so legislate as to make it possible for all workers
to ““lay ourselves on the shelf occasionally and
renew our edges!’’ as Mark Twain observes,

Travelling via London to Folkestone, T took
full advantage of my tlicket to spend a few days
in the Metropolis. One of the afterncons 5
visited the House of Commons, and droppe
across Mr, Walkden ‘““ seouting ”” in the lobbies.

Coming into contact with him T soon gained
sufficient knowledge, from conversation and ob-
servation, to satisfy myself of the fact that our
prospective Labour M.P. for the West Division
knows well, in advance, ‘‘ the ropes” of Par-
liamentary procedure of affairs,

It is not generally known that the Railway
Clerks’ Association, as represented by Mr.
Wallkden, his Executive, and their ]eﬁal-advisor,
supplied the material whereby the Labour
Party were recently instrumental in del;lfyillg
the passage of certain Bills promoted by railway
companies seeking further powers until a num-
ber of grievances affecting men in their employ
were remedied, which move created a sensation
in the House.

Yet this is but a gentle foretaste of greater
things that may be expected when Mr. Walk-

¥

den is returned to strive on our behalf within
““the city walls.” 78
C. Vene

COMFORTABLE, QUIET HOME

For One or Two Respectable
Men; share bedroom.

REFERENCES REQUIRED,

\ i W
300. NEWHAMPTON RD. W
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THOSE LEFT BEHIND. GOOD PRINTING—
3 ¥ ST FORR GOOD PRINTING, CLEAN HIGH CLASS, CREDITABLE, TO YOU
AN APPEAL TO THE WORKER3 TO DO THEIR PART. —— AND US ALIKE, AND, ABOVE ALL, QUICKLY EXEOUTED <%
= WILLIAM COX & SONS
THE DUTY OF TH IZENS’ : :
Not the least among the horrors of warE a.r? I’E(:maEs.hI a?viceccg TcTn!ﬂEgeEwEhich will deal ’Phone 584. THE ARCADE PRINTERS.
the terrible effects on those at home. The | largely with the necessities of working women
sudden calling away of the breadwinner has | cannot be over estimated, and we regret that the —

planged many a family into starvation, and at
the time of writing we now know that there ave
many widows who need comfort and sustenance,
many children who are fatherless, and surely it
18 our duty to see that they do not want.

The stoppage of trade, inevitable in a world-
wide conflict, caused by the cutting off of sup-
plies, has resulted in an enormous amount of un-
employment. Many men are now crowding the
streets, vainly applying at the Labour Exchanges
for work which is not to be had. These are not
all men who are eligible for active service ; many
of them are elderly men who have families de-
pendent on them, and the prospect before them
and theirs is scarcely less terrible than that of
the sorrowing wives and children whose hus-
bands and fathers have so suddenly been taken
away.

: Government Arrangements,

Plainly, therefore, is the duty of those who
are capable of assisting pointed out. The Gov-
ernment have led the way with admirable energy
in the preliminary arrangements for dealing with
the unemployment and distress consequent upon
the war, and have laid down emphatically the
policy of preventing, as far as possible, the oc-
cmrence of unemployment, rather than merely

‘waiting until distress occurs and then relieving

it. For instance, Parliament has voted four
million pounds for the express purpose of in-
creasing employment in the building trades by
schemes of housing in urban and rural distficts,

‘and Mr. Asquith has sigrified that the hundred

millions voted for war expenditure includes sums
destined to set going works that will give re-
munerative employment to those who would
otherwise be thrown out of work.

A hierarchy of committees has been estab-
lished, presided over by a Cabinet Committee,
with sub-committees dealing respectively with
London, women’s employment, statistics, hous-
ing in town and country respectively, food sup-
ply, and other cognate questions. =~ The Local
Aunthorities throughout the length and breadth
of the land have been ordered to form Local
Citizens’ Committees, entrusted primarily with
the task of preventing unemployment within their
aveas and secondarily of relieving, without the
stigma of pauperism, those who cannot be other-
wise maintained.

A Complaint.
In common with all other localities a Citizens’
Committee has been formed in Wolverhampton,
While we wish to do all we possibly can to help

‘ to alleviate the distress prevalent in the town,

we have to make one complaint. The circular
issued by the Local Ggvernment Board and theo
Mayors of Boroughs, and Chairmen of County
and District Councils, establishing the Local
Citizens’ Committee, expressly provided that re-
presentatives from Trade Union and worn’s
organisations should be asked to join the com-
mittee, ; :

This the Wolverhampton Trades Council and
the varions working women’s associations in the
town were quite prepared and anxious to do.
But we regret that those responsible for the
formation of the Citizens’ Committee in Wolver-
hampton evidently did not show any desire to
avail themselves of that assistance, as in ad-
dition to the three Labour town councillors, the
only other representatives of Labour included
were the President and Secretary of the Trades

- Conneil, who were asked to join the committee.

A spirited protest was made, with the result
that the secretaries of the fonr women’s organ-
wations—the Women’s Labour League, the
Waorkers’ Union (women’s section), the Co-opera-
tive Guild, and the Railway Women’s Guild—
were added.

Mr. Walkden's Message.

Later on the Trades Council met and considered
the matter, when it was reported that Mr. A. G.
Walkden had been approached on the matter.
Mr. Walkden had communicated with the Labour
members on the National Committee, and in the
fo]li:\\-ing_ telegram to the Trades Council he
said :

Labour Party leaders on National Com-
mittee assure me Citizens’ Committee arrange-
ments nothing like so limited or rigid as Town
Clerk represents. List not final, may be ex-
tended, and unless Labour is adequately re-
presented and arrangements made in spirit of
Local Government Board instructions grants
from national funds will probably be withheld
as at Leeds. ;

. A resolution was carried protesting against
madequate representation of Labour. The result
has been that the Ward Committees have been
extended, and, with the three Labour council-
lors and one Labour member of the Board of
Guardians, there are now 18 working-class repre-
sentatives on the Citizens’ Committee.

We do mnot profess to be satisfied with
this representation. Indeed a further protest
is being made to the Local Government
Board. A proportion of 18 on a com-
mittee of 144 is, we consider, quite inadequate
to express the views of the workers, and when it
is pointed out that there is only one represen-
tative on the Executive Committee, which con-
sists of 26 members, the disparity is still more
apparent. Efforts were made to include a work-
Ing woman on the Executive Committee, but
were unsuccessful. . The value of a working

‘schemes for clearing slums, building houses,

Citizens’ Committee could not see their way clear
to include such a representative. We maintain
that the needs of the working class are best
known by the working class, and the Citizens’
Committee certainly will suffer in its work by
the smallness of working-class representation.

However, be that as it may, we hope the
Trade Unionists of the town will do their level
best in assisting the Citizens’ Committes to meet
the distress as it arises. Because we have not
the representation we should have liked that
is no reason why the work of the committee
should be impeded. For the sake of the suf-
ferers from this terrible struggle it is the duty
of all who are able to offer their services as
workers to the Ward Committees. The work to
be done will concern our class, and the right
method to adopt is to get all possible assistance
to ensure that the relief funds are directed to
the proper quarters. We therefore agk all Trade
Unionists and Labour men and women to give
in their names to the secretary of the wards
they desire to work in, or to the Labour represen-
tatives on the Ward Committees. The following
are the names of the Labour representatives
and the Ward Committees on which they are
placed :

Labour Men on Ward Committees.

ST. PETER'S WARD.
Mr. C. Harrer, 234, Waterloo Road.

ST. MATTHEW’'S WARD.
Councillor W. Suarrocks. 16, Francis Street;
Mr. G. Hormes, Bilston Road.

ST. MARY’S WARD.
Mr E. FavLkner, 51, Worcester Street.
DUNSTALL WARD.,
Miss DykE, 119, Cannock Road ;
Mr. Avan Davies, 74, Craddock Street.
MERRIDALE WARD.
Mr. Ranpre Evans, Merridale Street West.
ST. MARK'S WARD.
Mr. E. J. Newxan, 31, Clarendon Street.
BLAKENHALL WARD.
Councillor T. Frost, 62, Merridale Road ;
Mr. T. Joxes, J.P., Dudley Road;
Mrs. A. Diperipee, 163, Park Street, South;
Mrs. CaLrLear, Upper Villiers Street.
GRAISELEY WARD.
Mr. J. Warrraker, J.P., Owen Road;
Mv. E. Evans, Owen Road;
Mrs. Apamson, 99, Jeffcock Road;
H. Baciey, 83, Burleigh Road.
ST. GEORGE’S WARD.
Mrs. Brinprey, 30, Powlett Street;
Councillor Benr, 18, Sherwood Street.

. What the Citizens’ Commitiee Must Do.

The powers of the Citizens’ Committee
are extensive. While much good may be done
by monetary grants, it should be generally known
that this is not the“only work for which the
committees are formed.” The Citizens’ Committee
are empowered and, indeed, required to propose
schemes for increasing public employment, and
the workers must see thdt the first schemes sent
forward for approval are schemes for increasing
public employment and not for the giving of doles
in money or food. KEvery Local Authority with-
in the Committee’s area ought to be stimulated
to increase the number of its employees. New

planting waste places, erecting new schools, re-
newing the furniture of existing schools, and
clothing the school children ought to be initiated
everywhere. The Local Health Committee ought
at once to be pressed to pnt in operation the
admirable schemes suggested by the Local Gov-
ernment Board of providing for the needs of
women, more especially of pregnant women or
women with young children.  School feeding
ought {as the Board of Education urges) to be
extended to children under and over school age,
and a municipal baby clinic and milk depét
established. ) _ .
Relief Works Not Wanted.

If we have to come to relief of unemployed
men and women, we ought to avoid the non-
sensical pretence of ‘‘relief works,” and set the
unemployed always to work of an educational
character, having its utility not in the produc-
tion of material commodities, which is always
hopelessly costly, but in the gain to the man or
woman ifl training and new accomplishments.

In Wolverhampton there are many schemes
which might be proceeded with to provide profit-
able employment for those thrown out of work.
The Council have recently adopted a Housing
scheme which, in view of the urgency of the hous-
ing problem in the town, might be extended and
more houses built than originally decided upon,
the erection of firemen’s dwellings, the laying of
new tramway tracks, the making of new roads—
all these are desirable and necessary. It is clear,
therefore, that the Labour representatives on the?
Committee must insist that the wage-earners
who will otherwise be thrown out of work on
account of the war are provided with regular
employment out of the money voted by Parlia-
ment. We must not let the country ‘slither
down’ to the universal soup kitchen! It is
useless for Lord Kitchener to think that le can

repel the invader if the working class is starving
behind his line of troops.

A BENEFICENT ACT.

LANDLORDS MAY NOT DISTRAIN FOR
ARREARS OF RENT

DURING WAR TIME.

Amongst the various Special Acts of Parlia-
ment recently carried to assist, the people in
meeting difficulties caused by the war is one
which suspends the power of a landlord to levy
distraint for arrears of rent; the power to seize
furniture under a hire-purchase agreement, and
the power to forfeit any policy of insurance.

Hitherto these powers have been exercisable
in virtue of contracts entered into. Under the
Act they can only be exercised on application to
and by special permission of a Court of Law, and
a landlord or other creditor attempting distraint
or forfeiture without that permission will be act-
ing ilegally. 2 -

The Act is entitled the *‘ Courts (Emergency
Powers) Act,” and is wide in its scope. It pro-
vides that : No person shall proceed to execution
02 or otherwise to the enforcement of any judg-
ment or order of any Court for the payment or
recovery of a sum of money except on an appli-
cation for the purpose to that Court, or levy
and distress, take, resume, or enter into
possession of any property, foreclose, realise
any security, forfeit any deposit, or take any
other measures for the purpose of enforcing the
payment or recovery of any sum of money, ex-
cept on an application for the purpose to the
High Court, or, alternatively, to the Counfy
Court.

The cases in which the courts are empowered
to refuse an application by a landlord or other
creditor are tEose in which the person liable
proves that he or she is unable, immediately,
to make the payment by reason of circumstances
attributable directly or indirectly to the present
war.

THE GARDEN IN WAR TIME.

Timely Hints which may help to Solve the Food
Problem.

With the prospect of a shortage of food if the
war continues any considerable time, those people
who possess a strip of garden, or can rent a
piece of ground, would be well advised to culti-
vate it, by growing such vegetables as the season
will permit, and thereby lessen, to some extent,
the anxieties as to food supply. In this con-
nection the following hints may be useful :—

Plant leeks and all kinds of cabbages. Sow
cabbages, spinach, lettuce, endive, radishes, mus-
tard and cress, onions, and turmps, or, preferably,
garden swedes. Swedes are better flavoured than
turnips, and very much hardier. As they may re-
main in the ground until they are wanted, the
storage difficulty is avoided.

It is, of course, rather late for carrots, but
with faveourable weather they may grow large
enough to use, especially if they can be covered
with the handlights or cloches which are now
80 common in gardens.

Lift onions as soon as the tops withar, and
beet. and early-sown carrots before they arve
likely to be injured by frost. Parsnips msy re-
main in the ground.

Marrows, if allowed to ripen until they are
quite yellow and firm, will keep all through the
winter, and Freoch and runner beans will remain
fresh for a considerable time if they are placed
with the ends of the stalks in water. 1f it is
desired to preserve them for use later in the
year, they should be packed in jars with alter:
nate layers of salt.

The following list has been drawn up by the
Royal Horticultural Society as suitable for pre-
sent sowing, and we commend it to our readers :

Turnips.—Red Globe and Green Globe (ihese
will be useful both for roots and tops).

Carrots.— Shorthorn, Intermediate, and Early
Market.

Beetroot.—Egyptian turnip rooted and Red
Globe.

Onion.—Tripoli varieties, Giant Rocca, and
White Italian.

Cabbage.—Offenham. Enfield Market, Ellam’s
Early Dwarf, and Flower of Spring.

Any surplus plants of broecoli, savoys, kale, or
other green crops that may be in the seed bed
should be planted out at once, and although they
may not produce perfect m’rEs, they will at least
provide plenty of unseful food.

e R e e

NOTICE TO OUR READERS.

Owing to lack of space we ave compelled to
hold over various regular features.

RAILWAY CLERKS' ASSSCIATION.
226 BRANWCHES. 30,000 MEMBERS.
Better Salaries, Sunday Pay, and other Improved
Conditions secured on all Railways. Further
Betterment Necessary, and can be obtained by
United Action. JOIN NOW.
Local Secretary, J. FARMER,

186, IMerridale Street, West, Wolverhampton.

’

“A HARD STRUGGLE.” %

MR. A. 6. WALKDEN'S ADVICE TO
TRADE UNIONISTS.

In a circular issued to branch secretaries of
the Railway Clerks’ Association, of which he
is Secretary, Mr. A. G. Walkden (prospective
Labour candidate for Wolverhampton West),
gives some sound advice which applies equally
to all Trade Unions, snd we commend the follows
ing passages to the notice of our readers. Deal-
ing with the effect of the war on his Trade Union,
Mr. Walkden says :—

“I am sure it will be obvious to you. and }
would ask you to urge the point npon all your
members, that it is of the utmast importance the
full strength of the R.C.A. should be maintained
and not impaired in any way. I gay that because
I know the increased cost of living will bear
heavily upon some of our members, and they may
bs tempted to become lax in paying their sub,
scriptions. They should, however, recognise that
their ‘insurance ' against disastrous encroach-
ments upon their interests by the employing
classes (acting under cover of the present excep-
tional civcumstances) needs to be fully main-
tained; in fact that no railway clerical workes
can ‘afford’ to have it weakened.

*“It will be a hard struggle to maintain during
the present circumstances the position we have
gained by years of strenuous endeavour on the
part of the R.C.A., and it will certainly be more
difficult still when lhe war is over, and the
capitalist classes are seeking to recoup their
losses. By force of habit they will gndeavonr to
do so at the expense of labour, and the workers
may lose all tliat has been gained by trade union
efforts during the last three or four years if their
organisations are weakened and in a depleted
condition when the war is ended.’*

CLOSE THE RANKS.

During the progress of the war everyihing
possible must be done to keep the Trade Union
movement intact, and to solidify she army of
Labour. A speedy peace can only be secured b
the forces of peace being united and debermina'{
Whatever may have been our opinion previous to
this terrible calamity, we have got to face the
fact that it is here and that a new condition of
affairs has been created which will have to be
effectively dealt with. The Trade Union move-
went must adapt itself to the altered circum-
stances, endeavour to bring order out of the
industrial chaos, and emerge finally stronger
than ever before. i

e — —

BROTHERHOOD NOTES.

Campaign Postponed.—A meeting of the Came
paign Committee was held on Wednesday,
Angust 19, in the Schoolroom, Wesley Chapel,
Bilston Road, the Rev. E. Holt being in the
chair. A communication was received from the
National Executive announcing the postpone
ment of the campaign in consequence of the war

The Annual Meeting.—A special meeting of
the P.8.A. Executive was also held on the same
date to make arrangements for the annoal meet-
ing to be held on September 27, in Snow Hill
Congregational Church. The speaker is Coun-
cillor E. Gutteridge, of Nottingham. He has
the reputation of being an excellent speaker, and
I strongly urge all who can to keep this Sunday
afternoon open for the purpose of visiting Snow
Hill Church. The meeting commences at 3
o’clock prompt. F.J.T.

.

HOPE.

HOPE, wide of eye and wild of wing,

Rose with the sun-dawn of a reign

Vehose grace should make the rough way p]alQ.,
And fll the worn old world with spring,

And heal its heart of pain.

Peace was to be on earth; men’s hope
Was holier than their fathers had,
Their wisdom not more wise than glad.
They saw the gates of promise ope
And heard what love’s lips bade.

War after war, change after change,

Hath shaken thrones and towers to dust,
And hopes austere and faiths august

Have watched in patience stern and strange
Man’s works, unjust and just.

As from some alpine watch-tower’s height
Night, living yet, looks forth for dawn,
So from Time's mistier mountain-lawn
The spirit of men, with inward sight,
Yearns towards a hope withdrawn,

The morning comes not, yet the night

Wanes, and men’s eyes win strength to see

Where twilight is, where light shall be

When conquered wrong, and conquering right #

Acclaim a world set free. -
SWINBURNE.

Printed for the Wolverhampton Trades and Labour
Couneil by the National Labour Press, at 30, Black-
friars Strect, Manchester, and Published by C. W,
HILL at 35, Queen Square, Wolverhampton,
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THE CALL TO
ARMS

FOR KING &
COUNTRY

Territorial Army

- The 6th South Staffords have been accepted

FOR ACTIVE SERVICE

and require S00 men to complete their service
Companies. Age 18 to 35.

Usual Army rates of pay, and separation allowances for married
women and children.

Recruits will be organised, completely equipped, and partially trained
at Wolverhampton before being sent to join their Regiment. They will not
be sent to Barracks.

Companies will be formed of suitable young men.
Your employers will keep your positions open— Y our. Town will loock

after your dependents in your absence.
PEAL

A SPECIAL AP

IS MADE T0 MEMBERS OF

WHO SHOULD BE THE PICK OF THE NATION.

LORD ROBERTS recently said :—
“THIS IS NOT THE TIME TO PLAY GAMES. WE ARE ENGAGED
IN A LIFE AND DEATH STRUGGLE.”

THE PRIME MINISTER writes that this is the

“ GREATEST CONFLICT IN WHICH OUR PEOPLE HAS EVER
BEEN ENGAGED.”

We believe that you are not going to stand by and do NOTHING
and let your Empire perish—but that you will come forward AS MEN and
and serve your country in the hour of need.

| Register your names forthwith at TQWN HALL, WOLVERHAMP-
TON (Open 10-30 to 8-0).

. H. SKIDMORE, Mayor of Wolverhampton,

H. S, STAVELEY-HILI,,

GEORGE R. THORNE,

ALFRED BIRD, _ :

T. I. HICKMAN, Hon.-Col. 6th South Staffords,

T, I'. WATERHOUSE, Lt.-Col. late Commanding Regt.




