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Dispute timeline

January

Dispute started in January over deletion of 
safety critical role, known as a waste recycling 
and collection officer (WRCO). 

11 March

Indefinite strike starts

14 April

Offer rejected by UNITE members, 97% no, 60% 
turnout.

29 April

section 14 enforced on picket lines. Strike Map 
visits picket and gives £2,000 donation. 
Announcement cutting drivers pay too.

16 May

section 14 revoked and police presence 
reduced. Letter signed by 25 unions 
representing over 1.1 million workers sent to 
Angela Rayner and Council Leader John Cotton



Dispute in 
numbers

• Length of dispute: 5 months

• Number of weeks of all out strike: 10

• Number of workers involved: 350

• Number of sites: 3

• Amount of money workers set to lose: 
c.£8,000 a year (c.£650 a month)

• Birmingham City council debt (owned by 
central Government): £3.9 billion



• 22 national trade unions, local Birmingham 

unions and community groups supported. 

• 500+ there, plus another 80 odd strikers. 

• Site shut by employer, low police presence

• Mobilisation from Birmingham, Bristol, Gloucester, Leeds, London (coach), Liverpool, 
Manchester, Sheffield, Somerset, Bristol, Oxford (minibus) + more. 

• Working with all revolutionary left groups to mobilise. 

• Combination of trade union GS, local famous people, and workers (striking workers) 
as speakers

Megapicket- 9 May



Resources

• Videos of strikers and 
from the Megapicket here

• Photos you can use (credit 
Strike Map)

• Articles 

• Strike story from 
anon striker

• Picketline visit #1

• Megapicket

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLU1ZsT1TRDb83F7D1aT_l_1_OBlnSOju8&si=4Ek4TE_XiBH9zlwt
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13v7sQGobixOedAuKJ3T39YBlR3fOMpaI?usp=drive_link
https://strikemap.substack.com/p/im-proud-to-be-part-of-this-dispute
https://strikemap.substack.com/p/that-pretty-much-puts-me-and-my-family
https://strikemap.substack.com/p/megapicket-shuts-down-site


Actions you can take

• Write to the Scab agency Job&Talent

• Write to Birmingham City Council

• Send a postcard to council Leader John Cotton

• Sign the petition.

• Organise a local solidarity meeting, inviting striking 
workers from Brum (include collection as part of 
meeting)

https://bit.ly/BinTheScabs
https://bit.ly/StopTheCutsBrum
https://supportbinworkers.unitetheunion.postbug.app/
https://www.unitetheunion.org/campaigns/back-birminghams-refuse-workers-sign-our-petition-today

